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CHAPTER h 


In a febellioBf 


When wbat*8 not meet, but what mutt be, wati 2 
Then were they chosen ; in a better hour, 
Let what is meet be said it must be meet. 
And throw their power i'the dust. 

COSIOLANVS. 

Ik a timall apartment, remote from the rest 
of the guests assembled at the castle. Sir 
Duncan Campbell was presented with every 
species of refreshment, aiid respectfully at- 
tended by Lord Menteith, and by Allan 
M*Aulay. His discourse with the latter 
turned upon a sort of hunting campaign, 
in which they had been engaged together 
against the Children of the Mist, with 
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whom the Knight of Ardenvohr, as well 
as the M'Aulays, had a deadly and irrecon- 
cilable feud. Sir Duncan, however, speedily 
endeavoured to lead back the conversation 
to the subject of his present enrand to the 
castle of Darnlinvarach. 

** It grieved him to the very heart,'* he 
said, ^* to see that friends and neighbours, 
who should stand shoulder to sl^oulder, 
were likely to be engaged hand to hand in 
a cause which so little concerned them. 
What signifies it,** he said, ** to the High- 
land chiefs, whether King or Parliament got 
uppermost ? Were it not better to let them 
settle their own differences without inter- 
ference, while the chiefs in the mean time 
took the opportunity of establishing their 
own authority in a manner not to be called 
in question hereafter by either King or 
Parliament ? He reminded Allan M*Aulay 
that the measures taken in the last reign to 
settle the peace, as was alleged of the Higlv 
lands, were in fact levelled at the patri- 
archal pgwer of the <:hieftaiRS|«-and he 
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menttaned the celebrated settlement of the 
Fife undertakers, as they were called, in 
the Lewis, as part of a deliberate plan,, 
formed to introduce strangers among the 
Celtic tribes, to destroy by degrees their- 
ancient customs and mode of government,' 
and to despoil them of the inheritance of 
their fiithers. And yet,** he continued, ad- 
dressing Allan, ** it is for the purpose of 
giving despotic authority to the monarch 
by whom these designs have been nursed, 
that so many Highland chiefs are upon the 
point of quarreling with, and drawing thcH 
sword against their neighbours, allies, and 
ancient confederates." 

*' It is to my brother," said Allan, ** it is 
to the eldest son of my father's house that 
the Knight of Ardenvohr must address^^ 
these remonstrances. I am, indeed, the 
brcdier of Angus j but in being so^ I am 
only the ftrst of his clansmen, and bound 
to shew an example to the others by my 
chearful and ready obedience to his com« 
mands*" 
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'< The cause also," said Lord Mentelth) 
interposing, ^' is far more genieral than Sir 
Duncan Campbell seems to suppose it It 
is neither limited to Saxon nor to Gael^ 
to mountain nor to strath, to Highiands 
nor to Lowhnds. The question isi if we will 
continue to be governed by the unlimited 
authority assumed by a set of persons in 
no respect superior to ourselves, instead of 
returning to the natural government of the 
Prince against whom they have refaelled. 
And respecting the interest of the High- 
lands in particular/* he- addcd^ •* I crave 
Sir Duncan jCampbeli's pardon for my plain* 
ness ; but it seems very clear to me, that 
the only effect produced by the present 
usurpation, will be the agrandisement of 
one overgrown clan at the expence of every 
independent chief in the Highlands." 

** I will not reply to you, my lord,'* said 
Sir Duncan Campbell, ** because I know 
your prejudices, and from whom they are 
borrowed ; yet you will pardon my saying,, 
that being at the head of a rival branch of 


the Haute of Grabamt I bave both read of 
and kaowQ an Earl of Menjteith who would 
have disdained to have beeq tutored in 
politics, or to have been cooimaoded in 
wmv by an |^»:1 of Montrase*'' 

«^ You will find it in vain» Sir Duncan," 
said Lord Menteith, haughtily, ^* to set my 
vanity in arms against my principles. Tht 
%ixig jgave iny ancestors their title and 
rank f and these shall never prevent my 
acting, in the Royal cause, tfjuier any one 
who is better qualified than myself to be a 
aommander in chief. Least of all, shall 
a^y miserable jealousy prevent me from 
flafcing my hand and sword under the gui 
dance of the bravest, the most loyal, the 
most heroie i^pirit among oui; Scottish no* 
bility." 

« Pity," said Sir Duncan Campbell, ** that 
you cannot add to his panegyric the farther 
epithets of the most steady, and the most 
consistent* But. I have no purpose of de- 
bating these points with you, my Iprd," 
leaving his hand, i|s if to avoid further dis- 
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cusslon ; ** the die is cast with you; al- 
low me only to express my sorrow for the 
disastrous &te to which Angus M'Aulay's 
natural rashness, and your lordship's influ- 
ence, are dragging my gallant friend Allan ' 
here, with bis father's clan, and many a 
brave man besides." - - " " 

•* The die is cast for us all, Sir Duncan,*' 
replied Allan, looking gloomy ; ^ the iron^ 
band of destiny branded our fate upoii our 
fore- head long ere we could form a wish, 
or raise a finger in our own behalf. Were 
this otherwise, by what means does the Seer 
ascertain the future from those shadowy 
presages which haunt his waking and his 
sleeping eye ? Nought can be foreseen but 
that which is certain to happen/' 

Sir Duncan Campbell was about to reply, 
and the darkest and most contested point 
of metaphysics might have been brought 
into discussion betwixt two Highland dis-^ 
putants, when the door opened, and Annot 
Lyle, with her clairshach in her hand, en- 
tered the apartment. The freedom of a 
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Highland miuden was ia her step and in 
her eye; fof^ bred up in the closest in^ 
tlmacy with the Laird of M^Auiay and his 
brqther, with Lord Menteith, and other 
young men who frequented Darnlinvarach^ 
she possessed none of that timidity which a^ 
female educated chiefly among her own sex 
would either have felt, or thought neces* 
sary to assume, upon an occasion like the. 
present.. 

Her dress partook of the antique, for 
new fashions seldom penetrated into the 
Highlands, nor would they easily have 
fouQil their way to a castle inhabited chief- 
ly by men whose sole occupation was war, 
and the chase* Yet Annot's garments were 
not only becoming, but even rich. Her 
op^i jacket,, with a high collar, was com^ 
posed of blue cloth, xickly embroidered, 
and bad silver clasps to &stea, when it 
pleased the wearer. . Its sleeves, which 
were wide,, came no lower than the elbow, 
and terminated in a golden fringe ; under 
this ujqpier coat, if it can be so termed, she 

. A a. 
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wove an under dreM of blue satia, also 
richly embroidered, but which was several 
shades lighter in colour than the upper gar- 
ment ' The petticoat was formed of tartan 
silky in the set, orpatterni of which theco* 
lour of blue greatly predominated, so as ib 
remove the tawdry e0^ct too frequently pro- 
duced in tartan, by the mixture and strong 
opposition of colours. An antique silver 
chain hung round her neck, and supported 
the wr^tj or key with which she tuned her 
In^ruinent. A smaU mff rose above her coU 
lar, and wisis secured by a broach of some va» 
lue^ an old keep-sake from Lord Menteith. 
Her piofusion of light hair almost hid h^ 
laughing eyes, while, with a smiie and a 
blu«h, she mentioned that she had M^Au- 
4ay's directions to ask them if they chose 
unttsic. Sir Doncan ^Campbell gazed witii 
considerable snrpi'ise and interest at the 
lovely apparition which thus intemipted 
-his debate miA\ AUan M'Aulay. 

^ Can this,^ to «aid to him m a whisper, 
*\ a cre«tale«o beantifial a«d jdegant, tea 
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domesUe ooAiatcian of your brother's esU* 
Uishmrai?" 

^< By no mean V answered Allan, hastilyt 
3Eet with 8ome hesitation ; *< she is a —-—a 
~*near relation of our family— >and treated," 
he added, more firmly, '^ as an adopted 
daughter of our father's house." 

As he spoke thus, he i^rose from his seat, 
and wiUi that air of courtesy which every 
Highlander can assume when it suits him 
to practise it, he resigned it to Annot, and 
offered to her, at thc^ same time, whatever 
refreshments the table afforded, with an as* 
siduity which was probably designed to 
give Sir Duncan an impression of her rank 
and consequence. If such was Allan's pur- 
pose, however, it was unnecessary* Shr 
Duncan kept his eyes fixed upon Annot 
with an e^presstop of much deeper interest 
than could have arisen from any impression 
that she was a person of consequence. 
Annot even felt embarrassed under the old 
knight's steady gaa&e ; and.it waa not with- 
xm^ considerable hesitationy tfaat, tuning 
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faer instrumedty an4 receivii^ an assenting 
look from Lord Menteith and Allan, she 
executed the following ballad, which our 
friend, Mr Secundus M^Pherson, whose 
goodness we h^d before to acknowledge, 
has thus translated into the English tongue : 

THE ORPHAN MAID. 

• _ ., 

November's haQ-cloud drifls away^ 

November's sun-beam wan 

Looks coldly on the castle grey^ 

When forth comes Lady Anne. 

The orphan by the oak was set^ 

Her arms^ her feet, were bare> 
The hail-drops had not melted yet. 

Amid her raven hair. 

" And, dame," she said, <' by all the ties 

iThat child and mother know. 
Aid one who never knew these joys, 

Relieve ati orphan's woe." 

The lady said, " An orphan's state 

Is hard and sad to bear ; ' 
Yet worse the widow'd mother's fitte. 

Who mourns both lord and heir. % 
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^' Twelve times the rdLag year has 4Md| 
Sineej while from vei^^noe wild 

Of fierce Strathallan s chief I fled^ 

Forth's eddies whelmed my child." - • 

" Twelve times the year its course has bom," 

The wandering maid replied, 
'' Since fishers on St Bridget's mom 

Drew nets on Campsie side. 

'' St Bridget sent no scaly spoil ; 

An infant, well nigh dead. 
They saved, and reared in want and toil^ 

To beg from you her bread." 

That orphan maid the lady kissed,-— 

*^ My husband's looks you bear ; 
Saint Bridget and her mom be blessed ! 

You are his widow's heir." 

They've robed that maid, so poor and pale. 

In silk and sandals rare ; 
And pearls, for drops of frozen hail. 

Are glistening in her hair.* 


* The admirers of pure Celtic antiquity, notwithstand- 
ing the elegance of the above translation, may be desi« 
rous to see a literal version firom the' original Gaelic, 
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While the song proceeded. Lord Meft- 
teith observed, with some surprise, that it 


which ve tii«r^ore i^lijoin; and h^ve only to add, 
that the origiiial is deposited wil;b Mr Jedediah Cleish* 
botham. 

LiTjBRAi. Translation* 

The hail-blast had drifted away upon the wii^ of 
the gale of autumn. The sun looked from between the 
douds, pale as the wounded hero who rears his head 
feebly on the heath when the roar of battle hath passed 
over him, 

Finele^ the Lady of the Castle, came forth to see her 
maidens pass to the herds with their leglins. 

There Sjit an orphan maiden beneath the old oak-tree 
of appointment The withered leaves fell around her, 
and her heart was more withered than they. 

The parent of the ice (poetically taken for the froat) 
still congealed the hail-drops in her hair ; they were 
like the specks of white ashes on the twisted boughs of 
the blackened and half*consumed oak. 

And the maiden said, " Give me comfort, Lady, I 
am an orphan child." And the Lady replied, '* Hew 
can I give that whiqh I have not? I am the widow of 
a sljdn Iord,^the i^other of a perished child. When I 
fled ia pij fi^ar frpm the vengeance of my husband a. 
fo^ our bazk was overwhelmed in the tide, and my in* 


appeared to pxidduce a vmoh deeper effect 
upon ttie mind of Sir Duncan CampbeU, 
than he could poasibly have anticipated 
from his age and character* He well knew 
that the Highlanders of that peiiod posses* 
sed a much greater sensibility both for tale 
and song than was found among their Low* 
land nei^ hours } but even this, he thoughtg 
hardly accounted for the embarrassment 
with which the old man withdrew his eyes 


fant perished. This was on Smnt Bridget's mom, near 
the strong Lyns of Campsie. May ill luck light upon 
the day." And the maiden mswered^ ^' It was on Saint 
Bridget's mom, and twelve harvests before this time, 
that the fishermen pf Campsie drew in their nets neither 
grilse nor salmon^ but an infant half dead, who hath since 
lived in misery, sind must die, unless she is now aided.'* 
And the Lady answered, " Blessed be Saint Bridget 
and her morn, for these are the dark eyes and the &!• 
•on look of my slain lord; and thine shall be the inbs- 
ntance of his widow." And she called for her waiting 
attendants, and she bade them clothe that maiden In 
iflk and in samite; and the pearls which they have 
wove among her black tresses, were whiter than IJbe 
firoaen hail-drops. 
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from the songstress, as if unwilling to su^r 
tbem to rest on an object so interesting. 
Still less was it to be expected, that fea« 
tures which expressed pride, stern common 
sesse, and the austere habit of authorityt 
should have been so much agitated by so 
trivial a circumstance. As the Chief's brow 
became clouded, he drooped his large shag* 
gy grey eye^brows until they almost con- 
cealed his eyes, on the lids of which some- 
thing like a tear might be seen to glisten. 
He remained silent and fixed in the same 
posture for a minute or two, after the last 
note had ceased to vibrate. He then r|d* 
sed his head, and having looked at Annot 
Lyle, as if about to speak to her, he as sud* 
denly changed that purpose^ and was about 
to address Allan, when the door opened^ 
and the Lord of the Castle made his ap<^ 
pearance. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Dark on their journey lour'd the gloomy day, 
Wild were the hiU< and douMoJ grew the way f 
Mor» &tifk, more glpomy^ and more doubtfuli •bew'd 
The mansion, which received them from the road. 

The Travellers, a Mamance* 

Angus M^Aulat was charged with a met* 
sage which he seemed to find some difficuU 
ty in communicating ; for it was not till 
after he had framed his speech several difl 
ferent ways, and bkmdered them ail» that 
he succeeded in letting Sir Duncan Camp- 
bell know that the cavalier who was to ac- 
company him was waiting in readiness^ 
and that all was prepared for his return' to 
Inverary. Sir Duncan Campbell rose up 
very indignantly ; the affiront which this 


mettage implied imtaediately driving out 
of his recollection the sensibility which hdd' 
been awakened by the music. 

<< I little expected this/' he said, looking, 
indignantly at Angus M^Aulay* ** I little 
thought that there was a chief in the West 
Highlands, whO| at the pleasure of a Saxon^^ 
would have bid the Knight of Ardenvohr 
leave his castle wh^n the sun was dedinipg^ 
fnmi the meridaap, and ere Uie second cup 
had been filled.^ But farewdil, sir, the food^ 
of a churl does not satisfy the appetite ; 
when I next revisit DarnUnvarach, it shall 
\» mih a ai^d sword in on£ hai^ w^ ^ 
fil^lwind in tine other/' 

^And if you so come," said Angus, ** I 
pledge iny^elf to meet you fairly, though 
yw, brought five hundred Campbells at 
yonr hafdct and tp aflford you and them such 
entertain^ient that you shaU not again com- 
plain of the hoi^itality of Darnlinvarach*" 

/f Threatened men," said Sir Duncan^ 
^ live }fi9g* Yoijr turn i^r gasconading^ 
Laird of M^Aiil^y, is too weU known, that 


mm of honour should regard yoor Taunti.. 
To you, my lord^ and to AUaOt who have 
supplied the place of mj chartiafa ho8t» I 
leave my thanks. And to you^ pretty 
mistresS)" he said, addressing Annot Lyl^ 
'^Uris little token, of having opened a 
fimntain which hath been dry for many a 
year.'' So saying he left the apartment, 
and commanded his attendants to be sum* 
moiled* Angus M'AuIay, equally embar* 
rassed and incensed at the charge of inho»» 
pitality, which was the greatest possible 
affront to a Highlander, did not follow Sir 
Duncan to the court^yard, where mountingi 
his palfrey, which was in readiness, follow* 
ed by six mounted attendants, and accom* 
panied by the noble Captain Dalgetty, who 
had also awaited, him, holding Gustavus 
ready for action, though he did not draw 
his girths and mount till Sir Duncan ap« 
peared, the whole cavalcade left the castle^ 
The journey was long and toikome, but 
without any of the extreme privations 
which the Laird of M* Aulay had prophe* 
sied. In truth, Sit Duncan was very cau» 
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tious to avoid those nearer and more secret 
paths, by means of whicU the county of 
Argyle was tecessible from the westward ; 
for his relation and chief, the Marquis, was 
used to boast, that he would not for a huQ« 
^ed thc^and crowns any mortal should 
know the passes hy which an armed force 
Gould penetrate iiito his country*. 

Sir Duncan Campbell, therefore, rather 
shunned the Highlands, and falling into 
the low country, made for the nearest sea- 
port, where he had several half-decked gal- 
Ues, or birlings^ as they were called^ at his 
command. In one of these they embarked, 
with Gustavus in company, wl^o was so 
seasoned to adventure, that land and sea 
seemed as indifi^rent to him as to hi j mis- 
ter. 

The wind being favourable, they pursu- 
ed their way rapidly with sails and oars ; and< 
early the next morning it was announced^ 
to Captain Dalgetty, then in a small cabin 
under the half^deck, that the galley was 
under the walls of Sir Duncau. Campbell's 
castle. 
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ArdeovohTy accordingly^ rose high above 
hiiDy when he catne upon the deck of the 
galley. It was a gloomy square tower, of 
cbnslderable size and great height, situated 
upon a headland projecting into the sak 
water lake, or arm of the sea, which they 
had entered on the preceding evening. A 
wall, with flanking towers at each angle, 
surrounded the castle to landward ; but to- 
wards the lake, it was built so near the 
brink of the precipice as only to leave room 
for a battery of seven guns, designed to 
.protect the fortress from any insult from 
that side, although situated too high to be 
^f any efiec^al use according to the mo- 
4ern system of warfare. 

The eastern sun, rising behind the old 
tower, flung its :shadow far on the lake, 
darkening the deck' of the galley, on which 
Captain DalgHty iiow walked, waiting with 
some impattence the signal to land. Sir 
Dun^n Campbell, as he 'was informed by 
hh attendants, was already within the widSs 
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of the cadtte } but no one enooua^ed the 
0Eiptait^8 proposal of following him ashore, 
untily as tliiey stated, they should receive 
the direct permission or order of theKn%fat 
of Ai^nvohr* . 

In a short time afterwards the ttao- 
date arrived, while a boat, with a pifer 
in the bow» bearing tiie Knight o£ Ar* 
denvohr^s crest in silver upon his left 
arm, and playing with all his mdght the 
ftmily inarch, entkted Tlie CmpMk a» 
Coming, arrived to eondmt the envoy of 
Montrose to the 4^astle of Atdenvohf. 
The distamce between the galley and tiie 
beadi was so short m scarce' to i^quiw the 
assistance of the eight sturdy f owsfls, m 
bonnets, idiort coats, and trews^ whose 
efforts sent the boat to the little creek ta 
whidi they usually landed, befiire one CMild 
have conceived that it had kA the side of 
the biilkigi Two of tlie bestial, in spile 
of Dalgetty^s resistanee, hoised the captaift 
<m the back of a third HigMamder, and 
wading through the suif with him, landed 


kirn Ii%Ii and Atf upDii the beadi benMtli 
the tfasffe roek. In the ftee of this rock 
tiMSt« appeared sdmethinglike the entrance 
<lf arldw^k-owed eava:^, towards which the 
afisistantsirere preparing to horry our firiend 
Da%eflly, when, leaking himadf loose from 
them with some difficultj^ he insisted upon 
seeingGustavus safely hmded before he pro* 
oeeded one step farther* The Highlandets 
edald not compilehend what he meant, un- 
til one who had picked up a little English, 
or rather Lowland Scotch^ exclaimed, 
<< Houts { its a' about her horse, ta useless 
baste.** Further remonstrance on the part 
of Captain Dalgetty was interrupted by 
the appearance 6( Sir Duncan Campbell 
hijehself, from the mouth of the cavern 
whieb we have describt^, for the pui-poike 
of Ini4ting Captain Dalgetty to accept of 
tiie hospitality of Ardenvohr, pledging 
Ma honotir, at the same time, that Gusta- 
tiiir should be treated as became the beio 
fyjBU vfki^m he derived his- nam^- not lo 
tt«plk»^the inlportanfc persofl^ to whoin Dt 
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now bdonged* Notwithstanding thb sttis^ 
^tory guarantee, Gaptiain.Dalgetty would 
atiil have hesitated^ such was his anxiety 
to witness the fate of his companion Gm> 
tavus, bad not two Highlanders seized him 
by -the arms, two mote pushed him on hi- 
hind, while a fifth exclaimed, *^ Hout av^a' 
wi' the daft Sase^ich! does she no hear 
the laird bidding her up to her ain castle, 
and is na that very mickle faoncnir for the 
like o' her?'' i 

Thus impelled, Captaiji Dalgetty could 
only keep a reverted, eye. towards the gal* 
ley in which he had left the partner, of his 
military toils. In a few minutes afterwai:ds 
he f<Hind himself involve in the total dark* 
ness of a staircase, which, entering frotn 
the low-browed cavern which we have men* 
tioned, winded upwards through the en- 
trails of the living rock. 

^^ The cursed Highland salvages," miit- 
tered the Q^>tain, half aloud ; *V what is to 
become of me if Gustavus, the namesake 
of the invincible Lkm^ of the .J?rciM^Mit 
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leaguej should be lamed among their unten- 
ty hands." 

** Have no fear of that," said the voice 
of Sir Diincani who was nearer to him than 
he imagined ; ^^ my men are accustomed 
to handle horses, both in embarking and 
dressing them, and you will soon see Gus- 
tavus as safe as when you last dismounted 
from his back." 

Captain Dalgetty knew the world too 
well to offer any further remonstrance, 
whatever uneasiness he might suppress 
within his own bosom. A step or two 
higher up the stair shewed light and a 
door, and an iron>-grated wicket led him 
out upon a gallery cut in the open face 
of the rock, extending a space of about 
six or e^ht yards, until he reached a 
s^ond door, where the path re*entered the 
rock, and which was also defended by an 
iron portcullis* << An ajdmirable traverse," 
observed the Captain ; ^* and if commanded 
by a field-piece, or even a few musquets, 
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quite sufiScient to ensure the place against 
a storming party.'*- 

Sir Duncan Campbell made no answer 
at the time ; but, the moment afterwards, 
when they had entered the second cavern, 
he struck with the stick which he had in 
his band, first on the ona side, and then on 
the other of the wicket, and the sullen 
ringing sound which replied to the blows, 
made Captain Dalgetty sensible that there 
was a gun placed on each side for the pur- 
pose of raking the gallery through which 
they had passed, although the embrasufes^ 
through which they might be fired on 
occasion, were masqued on the outside 
with sods and loose stones. Having a3* 
cended the second stair, case, they found 
themselves again on an open platfiorm and 
gallery, exposed to a fire both of musqaetry 
and walUguns, if, being conie with hostile 
intent, they bad ventured farther. A third 
flight of steps, cut in the rock like the for* 
iner,but not caverned over, led them .fina% 


into the battery at the foot of the towen 
This last stair also was narrow and steep, 
and, pot to mention the fire which might be 
directed on it from above, one or two reso- 
lute men, with pikes and battle-axes, could 
hsLVG nuide the pass good against hundreds,^ 
for the stair-case would not admit two 
persons abreast, and was not secured by any 
sort of balustrade or railing from the sheer 
and abrupt precipice, on the foot of which 
the tide now rolled with a voice of thunder. 
So that, under the jealous precautions used 
to secure this ancient Celtic fortress, a per- 
son of weak nerves, and a brain liable to be-» 
come dizzy, might have found it something 
difficult to have achieved the entrance to 
the castle, even supposing no resistance had 
been offered. 

CApt^in Pajgetty, too old a soldier to feel 
.s^qh tretnors, was no sooner arrived in the 
coiij;t-yard, than he protested to God, the 
defences of Sir Duncans castle reminded 
faim mQr« of the notable fortress of Span* 
dau9 i^tuat^d in the March of Branden- 
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burgh, than of any place whilkit had been 
his fortune to defend in the course of his 
travels. Nevertheless, he criticised consi- 
derably the mode of placing the guns on 
the battery we have noticed, observing, that 
" where cannon were perched, like to scarts 
or sea-gulls, on the top of a rock, he had 
ever observed that they astonished more 
by their noise than they dismayed by the 
damage which they occasioned.'^ 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conduct- 
ed the soldier into the tower ; the defences 
of which were a portcullis and iron- clench* 
ed oaken door, the thickness of the wall 
being the space between them. He had 
no sooner arrived in a hall hung with ta- 
pestry, than the Captain prosecuted his mi- 
litary criticism. It was indeed suspended 
by the sight of an excellent breakfast, 
of which he partook with great avidity ; 
but no sooner bad he secured this meal, 
than he made the tour of the apart- 
ment, examining the ground around the 
castle very carefully from each window in 
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the room. He then returned to his chair^ 
and throwing himself back into it at his 
length, stretched out one manly leg, and 
tapping his jack-boot with the riding-rod 
which he carried in his hand, after the man- 
ner of a half-bred man who affects ease 
in the society of his betters, he delivered 
his unasked opinion as follows : — <* This 
house of yours, now, Sir Duncan, is a very 
pretty defensible sort of a tenementi and 
yet it is hardly such as a cavaliero of ho- 
nour would expect to maintain his credit 
by holding out for many days. For, Sir 
Duncan, if it pleases you to notice, your 
house is over-crowed, and shghted, or 
commanded, as we inilitary men say, by 
yonder round hillock to theland ward, where- 
on an enemy might steirsuch a battery of 
cannon as would make ye glad to beat a 
chamade within forty-eight hours, unless it 
pleased the Lord extraordinarily to shew 
mercy." 

*« There is no road," replied Sir Dun* 
cap, somewhat shortly, ** by which caAnon 
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can be brought against Ardehvobr. The 
swamps and morasses would scarce carry 
your horse and yourself, excepting by such 
paths as could be rendered impassable with- 
in a few hours." 

« Sir Duncan,** daid the CaptaiiH *^ iB i* 
your pleasure to suppose dd j dnd yet wfe 
martial men say, that where there id a sH*^ 
coast there is a naked side, se6i«ig' tl^dt 
cannon and munition, where they c&rl^Mt 
be transported by land, may be right easily, 
brought by sea near to th6 place wfiere 
they Are to be put in action. N^ithfef* is a? 
castle, however secure in its situation, to 
be accounted altogether irtvincsible, <wr, las- 
they say, impregnable ; for I protest t*ye, 
Sir Duncan, that I have knoWrt tweAty; 
five men, by the mere sui^pfise And audkei-r 
ty of the attack, win, at point of pike, asT 
strong a hold as this of Ardenvohr, ^tiH 
put to the sword, captivate, tk bold td Che 
ransom, the defenders, being ten times thtk 
own number.** 

Notwithstanding Sir Duncan Campb^lIV 
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knowledge of the world, and his power ot 
concealing hi^ internal emotion/be appear* 
ed piqued and hurt at these reflections, 
which the Captain soade with the most ua«> 
conscious gravity, having merely selected 
the subject of conversation as one upon 
which he thought himself capable of shi* 
niQgi and, as they say, of laying down the 
Jaw, without exactly recollecting that the 
topic might not be equally agreeable to his 
ktidlord. 

« To cat this matter short," said Sir 
Duncan, with an expression of voice and 
countenance somewhat agitated, «< it is un- 
necessary for you to tell me. Captain DaU 
gettyi that a castle may be stormed if it is 
not valorously defended, or surprised if it 
is not heedfully watched. I trust this poor 
house of mine will not be found in any of 
these^ predicaments, should ; even Captain 
Dalgetty himself cfause to beleaguer it*'' 

^< For all that. Sir Duncan," answered 
the persevering commander, *^ X wouM J^k* 
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monish you, as a friend, to trace out a 
sconce upon that round hill, with a good 
grafie or ditch, whilk may be easily accom- 
plished by compelling the labour of the 
boors in the vicinity ; it being the custom 
of the valorous Gustavus Adolphus to 
fight as much by the spade and shovel, as 
by sword, pike, and musquet. Also I 
would advise you to fortify the said sconce, 
not only by a foussie or graffe, but also by 
certain stackets or palisades/' — (Here Sir 
Duncan, becoming impatient, left the apart- 
ment, the Captain following him to the 
door, and raising his voice as he retreated, 
until he wad fairly out of hearing.) — «* The 
whilk stackets or palisades should be arti- 
ficially framed with re-entering angles and 
loop-holes, or crenelles, for musquetry, 
whereof it shall arise that the foemen— — 
The Highland brute! the old Highland 
brute ! They are as proud as peacocks, and 
as obstinate as tups — and here he has missed 
an opportunity of making his house as pret- 
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ty an irregular fortification as an invading 
anny ever broke their teeth upon. But I 
see^"' he continued, looking down from the 
window upon the bottom of the precipice^ 
*^ they have got Gustavus safe ashore — ^pro- 
per fellow ! I would know that toss of his 
head among a whole squadron. I must go 
to see what they are to make of him." 

He had no sooner reached^ however, the 
court to the seaward, and put himself in 
the act of descepding the stair-case, than 
two Highland sentinels, advancing their 
Lochaber axes, gave him to understapd 
that this was a service of danger, 

'< Dlavolo !" said the soldier, << and I 
have got no pass- word. , I could not speak 
a syllable of their salvage gibberish, an it 
were to save me from the provost.marshal.'' 

" I will be your surety,** said Sir Dun- 
can, ^* Captain Dalgetty," who had again 
approached him without his observing from 
whence ; ^^ and we will go together, and 
see how your favourite charger is accpm- 
modated." 

b2 
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He conducted Mit) dccoifdltigly do%M 
the stair-ease to tb«' bftftcb^ and froM t%eti4^6 
by a short turn bekfM » Wge toek,^ Whi^ft 
concealed the stabted ithA oth6^ (iffieciS Btfi 
longing to the cia«tle. Captaine Dalgefty 
became sensible, at the saiiie titoe, that the 
side of the castle to (She iMtd was rendertidtf^ 
tally inaccessible by a ravine, partly tsXiiriA 
a«d partly scarped With great care and la- 
bour, so as to be only parsed by a drav^bridge* 
Still, however, tiie eaptaid in^igrt^d, iidt« 
withstanding the triuttiphaht Mt with ^hJk^ti^ 
Sir Duncan pointM out his dcffilncdSj t%fM 
a sconce should be erected on Drooisn^b^, 
the round eminence to the east of the cAstle, 
in respect the house might be ahilt^y^d &6isA 
thence by burning bullets full of f)re^ s&tt 
out of <:annon, according to the euri6\!is 
invention of Stephen Bathian, King of Po» 
land, whereby that prince utterly ruined the' 
great Mnscovite city of Moscow. Tbi* 
invention, Captaib Dalgetty owned, he had 
not yet witnessed, but observed, *• tftfetf J§ 
would give him particular delectMitfn ^ 


witness tile saMe pat to the pro(^ Pig&ink 
Ar<lMt6hi*^ 0^ 9tly other eai^te of G^ifniter 
Ati«ei9gth i^ obief vi<ig, «< that so ctirioci $ tin 
€±pttitiit{A catild tiOt bcit affdM tb^ great- 
e^t deilgtit to all admirers of the military 
a#t.- 

S)^ t>acfcaiK CaYi^ptyfelt diverted thi^ eon. 
V^rSatiofi by tarrying ttve tidier ihto his 
stables, atid sutfedng him to arrange Gtaris- 
tavcb accoi'diDg to his own will and {>lea- 
sure. After this duty had btett carfefally 
performed^ Captain Dalgetty proposed to 
return to the castle» observing it was his 
intention to spend the time betwixt this 
and dinner, which, he presumed, would 
come upon the parade about noon, in 
burnishing his armour, which having sus. 
tained some injury from the sea-air, might, 
he was afraid, seem discreditable in the 
eyes of M*Callum More. Yet, while 
they were returning to the castle, he failed 
not to warn Sir Duncan Campbell against 
the great injury he might sustain by any 
sadden onfall of an enemy, whereby his 
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horses, cattle, and granaries might be cut 

• 

off and consumed, to his great prejudice ; 
wherefore, he again strongly conjured him 
to construct a sconce upon the^ round hill 
called Drumsnab, and c^ered his own 
friendly services in lining out the same. 
To this disinterested advice Sir Duncan 
only replied by ushering his guest to his 
apartment, and informing him that the tol- 
ling of the castle bell would make him aware 
when dinner was ready. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

Is this thy castle, Baldwin ?*»MelanchoIy 
Displays her sable banner from the donjon, 
DariceDing the whole foam of the surge beneath. 
Were I a habitant, to see this gloom 
Pollute the face of nature, and to hear 
The ceaseless sound of wave, and seabird's scream, 
I'd wish me in the hut that poorest peasant 
E'er framed, to gi?e him temporary shelter. 

Brown. 

The gallant Ritt-master would willingly 
have employed his leisure in studying the 
exterior of Sir Duncan's castle, and verify- 
ing his own military ideas upon the nature 
of its defences. But a stout sentinel, who 
mounted guard with a Lochaber-axe at the 
door of his apartment, gave him to under- 
stand, by very significant signs, that he was 
in a sort of honourable captivity. 

<< It is strange," thought the Ritt-master 
to himself, <* how well these salvages under* 
stand the rules and practique of war. Who 
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would have pre-supposed their acquaint- 
ance with the maxim of the great and god* 
like Gustavus Adolphus, that a flag of 
truee should be half a messenger half a 
spy?" And^ having fiM&hed burnishing 
his arms, he sate down patiently to com* 
pute how much half a dollar per diem 
would amctuDt to a% the etxA of a six months 
campaign ; ai^d, \^heil he had settled that 
problem, proceeded to the more abstruse 
calculations necessary for di^awing up a bat- 
talion of two thousand fiienon the principle 
of extracting the square root. 

From his masingiEr^ ht was roused by the 
joyful sound of the ditindr-bell, at the 
sound df which, the Highfand^r, lately his 
guard, became bis gentletnan-usher, and 
marshalled bitti to the kall,^ where a tabte 
with font covers bore ample {^oofs of 
Highland hoi^^ntality. Sir Duncan entered, 
cimdficting hts lady^ a tall, faded, melan- 
choly femate, dressed in deep mournings 
Th^y vftrk followed by a presbyterian cler* 
gyikian in, hhi Greneva cloak, aird weariiig a 
blade siik scuiUcap, covering bis shorti 
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SO d6sely, that it c6tAd scarce be seen At 
an, so that the unrestricted ears had ^ti an- 
dire predominance in the genersft aspect, 
lliis ungraceful fashion was utiiversil at 
the tinle, and led partly f6 the fli6knatoei 
of foutidheads, priclceafed Curs, ^Bd so 
fbtth, whicli the insolence of the cavaliers 
Kb6fally bestowed on their political eni^ 
xniei. 

Sir Duncan presented his military guest 
to his lady, who received his technical salu- 
tation with a stiff and silent reverence, in 
which h could scarce be judged whether 
pride or melancholy had the greater share. 
'!fhe churchman, to whom he was next pre- 
sented, eyed him with a gUnce of niingled 
dislike and curiosity. But the Captain, well 
accustomed to worse looks from more dan- 
gerous persons, cared very little either for 
those of the lady or of the divine, but bent 
his whble soul upon assaulting a huge piece 
of beef, which smoked at the nethef end of 
the. fable. But the onslaught, as he would 
haVe termed it, wak delayed until the cOn« 
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elusion of a very long grace, betwixt every 
section of which Dalgetty handled his knife 
and fork, as he might have done his mus- 
ket or pike when going upon action, and 
as often resigned them unwillingly when 
the prolix chaplain commenced another 
clause of his benediction. Sir Duncan lis* 
tened with decency, though he was sup- 
posed rather to have joined the Covenan- 
ters out of devotion to his chief, than real 
respect for the cause either of liberty or of 
presbytery. His lady alone attended to 
the blessing, with symptoms of deep acqui- 
escence. 

The meal was performed almost in Car- 
thusian silence ; for it was none of Captain 
Bslgetty's habits to employ his mouth in 
talking, while it could be more profitably 
occupied. Sir Duncan was absolutely si- 
lent, and the lady. and churchman only 
occasionally exchanged a few words, spok- 
en Idw, and indistinctly. 

But, when the dishes were removed, and 
their place supplied by liquors of various 
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sorts, Captain Dalgetty no longer had, him- 
self, the same weighty reasons for silence, 
and began to tire of that of the rest of the 
company. He commenced a new attack 
upon his landlord, upon the former ground. 

" Touching that round monticle, or hill, 
or eminence, termed Drumsnab, I would * 
be proud to hold some dialogue with you, 
Sir Duncan, on the nature of the sconce 
to be there constructed ; and whether the 
angles thereof should be acute or obtuse — 
anent whilk I have heard the great Velt- 
Mareschal Bannier hold a learned argu- 
ment with General Tiefenbach during a 
still- stand of arms." 

" Captain Dalgetty,** answered Sir Dun- 
can very drily, *• it is not our Highland 
usage to debate military points with strangers. 
This castle is like to hold out against a 
stronger enemy than any force which the 
unfortunate gentlemen we left at Darnlih- 
varach are able to bring against it." 

A deep sigh from the lady accompanied 
the conclusion of her husband's speech. 
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which seemed to remiod her oS some pain* 
ful circuiiistance* 

<* He who gave,** said the clergyman, ad- 
dressing her in a solemn tone, " hath taken 
away. May you^ honourable lady, be long 
enabled to say blessed' be his name." 

Tq this exhortation^ which seemed ia^- 
tended for her sole behoof, the kdy answer- 
ed by an inclination of her head, more hutnr 
ble than Captain Dalgetty had yet observed 
her make* Supposing he should now find 
her in a more conversible humour, be 
proceeded to accodt her. 

*^ It is indubitably very natural that your 
ladyship should be downeast at the men* 
tion of military preparations, whilk I have 
observed to spread perturbation among 
women of all nations, and almost all con*^ 
ditions. Nevertheless, Pentliesilea, in an- 
cient times, and also ^ Joan of Arc, ani 
others, were of a different kidney* And, 
as I have learned while I served th6 Sp«> 
&iafd, the Duke o£ Alva in former times 
had the leaguecJasaes who followed hit 


cMi^ marshalled into teftiMi (whilk we 
call regiofi^bts), a&d officered and com- 
tMxided by those of their own feminine, and 
regulated by « ck>mniander-in.chief, called 
in German Hureweibleri or^ as we Would sa^ 
vernacularly^ Captain of the Queans. True 
it iSy they were persons not to be named us 
{KuraJiei to your ladyship, being such ^ua 
qtiuBittm e^pwi^Mjkci^ibmtj us we said of 
Jean Drochiels, at Mareschal-CoUege^ the 
WKOM wfaoni' the French term curimmnes^ 
end we in Sciittisfa''-^^^ 

«< 1^ lady will ^le yon the trouble ck 
fuf ther ezposilioa) Captain Daigettyi" said 
hie famty somewhat sternly ; to which the 
clergyman added, ^< that sueh disccau^e bet- 
ter befitted a wacchrtower guarded by pro- 
fane soldiery than the boai^d of an honour^ 
able person^ and the presence of a lady of 
^ality.^ 

^^ Crating your p^rd^n^ Domim or Docf^ 
tor^ ^MtqmoeunfuecdionofHii^gaud^^ for 
I itonld ba«e you to know 1 have st^idied 
filiX^Mmi,'' md tlie btfabashed envoy, 
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filling a great cup of wine, ^* I seeno ground 
for your reproof, seeing I did not speak of 
those turpes perscnat as if their occupation 
or character was a proper subject of con* 
versation for this lady's presence, but sim* 
ply per acddensj as illustrating the matter 
in hand, namely, their natural courage and 
audacity, much enhanced, doubtless, by 
the desperate circumstances of their condi* 
tion.? 

<^ Captain Dalgetty,'' said Sir Duncan 
Campbell, << to break short this discourse^ 
I must acquaint you that I have some busi- 
ness to dispatch to-night, in ^order to ena- 
ble me to ride with you to-morrow towards 
Inverara, and therefore" 

^« To ride with this person to«morrow V' 
replied his lady ; *' such cannot be your 
purpose. Sir Duncan, unless you have for- 
gotten that the morrow is a sad anniversa- 
ry, and dedicated to as sad a solemnity/' 

<< I had not forgotten,'- answered Sir 
Duncnn } ^' how is it possible I can ever 
forget ? but the necessity of the tim^s re- 
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quires I should send this officer onward to 
Inverara, without loss of time.** 

** Yet, surely, not that you should ac- 
company him in person," enquired the 
lady. 

" It were better I did," said Sir Duncan ; 
'< yet I can write to the Marquis, and fol- 
low on the subsequent day. — Captain Dal- 
getly, I will dispatch a letter for you, ex- 
plaining to the Marquis of Argyle your 
character and commission, with which you 
will please to prepare to travel to Invera- 
ra, eHriy to-morrow morning.^' 

** Sir Duncan, Campbell,'^ said Dalgetty, 
<* I am doubtless at your discretionary dis- 
posal in this matter ; not the less, I pray 
you to remember the blot which will fall 
upon your own escutcheon, if you do in any 
ways suffer me, being a commissionate flag 
of truce, to be circumvented in this matter, 
whether chm^ vi^ velprecario ; I do not say 
by your assent to any wrong done to me, 
but even through absence ci any due care 
on your part to prevent the aame." 
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^* You «ire under tbe safeguard of roy ho- 
nour, sir,'* an&wered Sir Duncan Campbell, 
<< and that is more than a aufficieni s^curi- 
ty. And naw," continued he, rising, " I 
must set the example of retiring." 
. Dalgctty saw himself under the necessity 
of following the hint, though the hour was 
early ; butj like a skilful general, he ^vail- 
ed himself of every instant of delay wbioli 
circumstances permitted. •< Trusting to 
your honourable .parole," said he, filling \\i^ 
cup, " I drink to ypu. Sir Duncan,, and U> 
the continuance of your honourable house*" 
A sigh from Sir Duncan was the only reply. 
<* Also, madam," said the soldier, replentsb- 
ing the qqaigh with all possible dispatch, 
^ I drink to your honourable health, a^ 
fulfillment of all your virtuous d^sjcea^^tindf 
reveren4 sir, (uot forgetting to fit the ao- 
tioQ to the wordS)) I fiil this cup to th^ 
drowning of all unkind neas betwixt you 
«nd Captain Dalg^tt} — ^I should ss^ Major 
i.r«nand, in r^^qt the flagQo ciQi)iaii)6 but 

one cup xo^Mpy^ I dri^ktp tbe hm\tk Qfrfl 

U 


-^ 
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honourable cavaliers and brave soldados—- 
and the flask being empty, I am ready, Sir 
Duncan, to attend your factionary or sen- 
tinel to my place of private repose.** 

He received a formal permission to retire, 
and an assurance that as the wine seemed to 
be to bis taste, another measure of the same 
vintage should attend him presently, in or- 
der to sooth the hour of his solitude. 

No sooner had the Captain reached the 
apartment than this promise was fuliiiled ; 
and, in a short time afterwards, the added 
comforts of a pasty of red- deer venison 
rendered him very tolerant both of confine- 
ment and want of society. The same do- 
mestic, a sort of chamberlain, who placed 
this good cheer in his apartment, delivered 
to Dalgetty a packet, sealed and tied up 
with a silken thread, according to the cus- 
tom of the time, addressed with many forms 
of respect to the High and Mighty Prince, 
Archibald, Marquis of Ai-gyle^ ' Lord of 
Lome, and so forth. The chamberlain at 
the same time apprized the Ritt< master, 
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that he must take horse at an early hour for 
Inverara, where the packet of Sir Duncan 
;would be at once his introduction and his 
passport Not forgetting that it was his ob- 
ject to collect information as well as to act 
as an envoy, and desirous, for his own sake, 
to ascertain Sir Duncan's reasons for send- 
ing him onward without bis personal at- 
tendance, the Ritt-master enquired at the 
domestic, with all the precaution that his 
experience suggested, what were the rea- 
sons which detained Sir Duncan at home 
on the succeeding day. The man, who 
was from the low country, replied, " that it 
was the habit of Sir Duncan and his lady 
to observe as a day of solemn fast and hu- 
miliation the anniversary upon whiqh their 
castle had been taken by surprise, and their 
children, to the number of four, destroyed 
cruelly by a band of Highland freebooters 
during Sir Duncan's absence upon an expe- 
dition which the Marquis of Argyle had 
undertaken against the Macleans of the 
Isle of MuU/' 8 
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•* Truly ,•* said the sbMier, «* your lord 
and lady have some cause for fast and hu- 
tnUiation. Nevertheless^ I will venture to 
pf ououncei that if he had taken the advice 
of any experienced soldieri having skill in 
the pratiques of defending places of advan- 
tage, he would have built a sconce upon the 
small hill which is to the left of the draw- 
brigg. And this I can easily prove to you, 
mine honest friend ; for, holding that pasty 
to be the castle — what's your name, friend ?" 

" Lorimer, sir,** replied the man. 

" Here is to yo^^ health, honest Lori- 
mer — I say, Lorimer-^holding that pasty 
to be the main body or citadel of the place 
to be defended, and talking the marrow- 
bone for the sconce to be erected " 

-•* I am sorry, sir,** said Lprimer, inter- 
rupting him, " that I cannot stay to hear 
the rest of your demonstration j but the bell 
will presently ring. As worthy Mr Granean- 
gowl, the^Marqiiis's own chaplain, does fa- 
mily/worship, and only seven of our house- 
hold out of sixfy persons understanding the 
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Scottish toDgqet it would jnisbecQmp any 
ODie of them to be absent, an<J greatly; pre- 
judice me in the opinion of my lady, Thqre 
ere pipes and tobacco, isir, if you please to 
drink a whiff of smoke, and if you want any 
thing else, it shaU be forthcoming two 
hours hence, when prayers are ovei:." S9 
saying, he left the apartment. 

No sooner was he gone, than the heavy 
toll of the castle^bell summoned its inhabit 
tants together ; and was answered by the 
shrill clamour of the females, mixed with 
the deeper tones of the men, as, talking 
Earse at the top of their throats, they hur- 
ried from different quarters by a long but 
narrow gallery, which served as a oommu* 
nication to many rooms, and among others, 
to that in which Captain Dalgetty was sta- 
tioned. ♦* There they go as if they were 
beating to the roll-call," thought the soldier 
to himself } '^ if they all attend the parade, 
I will look out, take a mouthful of fresh airi 
and make mine own observations on th* 
practicabilities of this place." 
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Accordingly, when all was quieti he open- 
ed his chamber- door^ and prepared to leave 
it i when, half whistling, half humming a 
Gaelic tune, he saw his friend with the axe 
advancing towards him from the distant 
end of the gallery. To have shewn any 
want of confidence,' would have been at 
once impolitic, and unbecoming his mili« 
tary character ; so the Captain, putting the 
best face upon his situation he could, whist- 
led a Swedish retreat, in a tone still louder 
than the notes of his centinel ; and retreat- 
ing pace by pace, with an air of indifference, 
as if his only purpose had been to breathe a 
little fresh air, he shut the door in the face 
of his guard, when the fellow had approach- 
ed within a few paces of him. 

Thus disappointed by the vigilance of 
his centinel, Ritt-master Dalgetty retired 
to his apartment, where, amid the theore- 
trc calculations of tactics, and the occasion, 
al more practical attacks on the flask and 
pasty, he consumed the evening until it 
was time to go to repose. In the momtng, 
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he wa^ summbhed by Lofimer at break of 
day, who gave hhn io understand, that 
when he had broken his fast, for which he 
prodaced ample materials, his garde and 
horse were in attendance for hiis journey to 
Inverara. After complying with the hos- 
pitable hint of the Chamberlain, the soldier 
proceeded to take horse. In passing through 
the apartments, he observed that domestics 
were busily employed in hanging the great 
hall with black cloth, a ceremony which, 
he said, he had observed practised when 
the immortal Gustavus Adolphus lay in 
state in the Castle of Wolgtist, and which, 
therefore, he opined, was a testimonial of 
the strictest and deepest mourning. 

When Dalgetty mounted his steed, he 
found himself attended, or perhaps guard- 
ed, by five or six Campbells, well armed, 
commanded by one, who, from the target at 
his shoulder, and the short cock's-feather in 
his bonnet, as well as from the state which 
he took upon himself, claimed the rank of a 
DunniewasseljOrdansman of superior rank; 
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and infdeed, from his dignity of deportment, 
could not stand in a more distant dfgree of 
relationship to Sir Diibcan 9 than tbatof tenth 
or twelfth cousin at farthest. But it was im- 

• * 

possible to extract positive information on 
this or any other subject, inasmuch as neither 
this commander nor any of his party spoke 
English. The Captain rode, and his miU* 
tary attendants walked ; but such was their 
activity, and so numerous the impediments 
which the nature of the road presented to 
the equestrian mode of travelling, that far 
frona being retarded by the slowness of their 
.pace, hisdiflSculty was rather in keeping up 
-with his guides. He observed that ihey 
.occasionally watched him with a sharp eye, 
as if they were jealous* of some effort' to 
-escape ; and once, as he lingered behind at 
crossing a brook, one of the gillies began 
to blow the match of his piece, giving him 
.to understand that he would run some 
jisque.in case of an attempt to part com- 
pany. Dalgetty did not augur much good 
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from the close watch thus maintained upon 
his person j but there was iio remedy, ftyf an 
attempt to escape from his attendants in an 
impervious and unknown country, would 
have been little short of insanity.' He there- 
fore plodded patiently oft through a waafte 
and savage wilderness, treading paths Which 
were only known to the shepherds and cat- 
tle-driversy and passing with much more of 
discomfort than satisfaction mafty of thoi^ 
sublime combinations of mountainous sce- 
nery, which now draw visitors frotti every 
corner of England to feast their eyes upon 
Highland grandeur, and mortify their pa- 
lates upon Highland fare. At length they 
arrived on the southern verge of that noble 
lake upon which Inverara is eituated ; and 
a bugle, which the Diinniewassel winded 
till rock and greenwood rang, served as a 
signal to a well-manned galley, which, start- 
ing from a creek where it lay concealed, 
received the party on board, including Gos- 
tavus; which sagacious quadruped^ an expti- 
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riiiiaed tiwreller both by water and landi 
walked iii>aiui out of the boat with the dis- 
effetion of a Christian. 

Embarked on the bosom of Loch Fine^ 
Captain Dalgetty might have admired one 
of the grandest scenes which nature affords. 
He might have noticed the rival rivers 
Aray and Sbiray, which pay tribute to the 
lake, each issuing from its own dark, and 
wooded retreat* He might have marked^ 
on the soft and grade slope that ascends 
from theshoresy the noble old Grothic castle» 
mth its varied outline, embattled wallisif 
towers, and oiitei! and inner courts, which, 
so far as the picturesque is concerned, pre- 
dented an aspect much more striking than 
the present massive and uniform mansion. 
He might have admired those dark woods 
vAaih for many a mile snrroanded this 
strong and princely dwelling, and his eye 
niigl}t have dwelt on the picturesque peak 
0f XHHQkjuoich, starting abruptly from the 
Idke^ and raising its scathed brow into the 
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oiists of middle sky, while a soliUi? wat^^ 
tower, perched on its top like an eagVa 
nest, gave dignity to. the scene by awaken-) 
ing a sense of possible <! anger. AH thiate, 
and every other accompaniment of this no- 
ble scene. Captain Dalgetty might have 
marked, if he bad been so minded. But, 
to confess the truth, the gallant captain, 
who. had eaten notiiirig since day-^bceak, 
was chiefly interested by the smoke which 
ascended from the castle chinsnies, and the 
expectations which this seemed to warrant 
of his encountering an abundant stock of 
provant, as he was wont to call supplies of 
this nature. 

' The beat soon approached the rugged 
pier, which abutted into the loch from the 
little town of Inverara, then a. rude as* 
semblage of .huts, with a very few stone 
mansions interspersed, stretching. up wards 
from the banks of Loch Fine to the |lria^ 
cipal gate of the castle, before wjfiich a 
scene presented itself that might easily 
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have quelled a less stout heart, and turned 
a more delicate stomach, than those of Rit> 
ter master Dugald Dalgetty, titplar of 
Drumthwacket* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

For close designs and crooked counsels fit| 
SagadouSi bold, and turbulent of wit, 
Restless, unfix'd in principle and place, . 
In pow'r unpleasedj impatient in disgrace. 

Absalom and Achitophel. 

The village of Inverara, now a neat 
county town, then partook of the rudeness 
of the seventeenth century, in the misera- 
ble appearance of the houses, and the ir- 
regularity of the unpaved street. But a 
stronger and more terrible characteristic 
of the period appeared in the market-place, 
which was a space of irregular width, half 
way betwixt the harbour, or pier, and the 
frowning castle gate,'which terminated with 
its gloomy arch-way, portcullis, and flank* 
ers, the upper end of the vista. Midway 
this space was erected a rude gibbeti on 

9 


which bung fivb'dead bodies, two of which 
firdm t^eir dr^s seemed to have been LoW'^: 
landers, a^d the other three corpses were 
muffled in their Highland plaids. Two or 
thi^ womesn sate under the gallov^Sr who 
seeded to he ak>urning^and singing the 
e(M»)hdeb of the deceased,, in a low voiee^ 
But the i^ieoteck was aj^iarently of too 
ordinarjr ^Qcunrence to have much interesfi 
for the inhabitants at large, who, wMle they) 
throng^ to look at the military flgnrei the 
horse of an^ t;sn«isiual sne, . and the burnished 
painoply d Qa^ptain Dalgetty, ; seemedr to 
bestow no attention whatever on the pi^e*^ 
ous spectacle which f heir onvnmaFkeft-plface 
affi>rdedr 

The en^oy oif Moirtcose was not iquiteratf 
indifferent, and hearing a word or two! fof 
English escsipeiirom a Higfalatpdes of idfo 
cent appearance, he immediately l^ahed 
Gustavus and addressed Mm. .^< The Piro^ 
V09t Maffi^a^thas been busy herc^ my fiieodi 
May^i crav^ of yomi^hattbesd delinquents 
have been jua«lflc(dfoy^" , < '.; ]>.. j- 
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' He looked tawards the gibbet n^h^ptikt^ 
and Uie Gael comprehending his. fntamng^ 
ntfaer by his action tkaa his !WDffds» imSaie^ 
diately: reidied» << Three, gentlemeot ^ate*^ 
fa(ns9--^God sain them '(cxmsing hAini^)r-^ 
twa Sassenach hits o' bodka^ thjAttwadfa^dfi 
something M^Gallam More bridetheisiV' aod 
taming from Dalgetty withan air of indtft 
ference, aiiray he witlked» staying nafuHhec 
question* 

Dalgetfy shrugged bis sboulders . and 
proceeded, for Sir Duncin Campbell'^ tenth 
or twelfth cousin had already shewn aoma 
sighs of impatience. > > 

At the gate of the Castle, another terri^ 
ble spectacle of feudal power awaited him* 
Within a stockade or palisado, which seem-^ 
ed lately.to have been added to the defences 
of the gate, and which was protected by 
two pieces of light artillery, was a small 
inclosure/ where stood a huge block, on 
which lay an axe* Both- were smeared with 
recent blood, and a quantity of 8aw<<di£3t 
strewed around, partly retained and partly 
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obKteratecbIhe matfcs of a very late execu* 

tt(Hl» 

As I^getty looked on this new ol^eet 
of terror, his principal guide suddenly 
twitched him by the skirt of his jerkin, and 
having thus attracted his attention, winked 
and pointed with his finger to a pole fixed 
on: the stockade, which supported a human 
bead, being that, doubtless, of the late sulv. 
ferer. There was a leer on the Highland- 
er's face» as he, pointed to this ghastly spec- 
taclet which seemed to his fellow-traveller 
ominous of nothing good. 

Dalgetty dismounted from his horse at 
the gate- way, and Gustavus was4;aken from 
htm without his being permitted to attend 
him to the stable according to bis custom. 
« This gave the soldier a pang which the 
apparatus of death had not conveyed.-^ 
M Poor Gustavus," said he to himself, ** if 
anything but good happens to me, I had 
better iiave left him at Darnlinvarach than 
brought him here amoDg these Highland 
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sihtgtsf^ who scftrde kiMvr the head n6£ ^^ 
horse from his tail. But duty must part 9i 
itian frcym hifl^ nearest and d^erest-^ 

* » • > ■ • 

'^ When the cannons are roarings lads, and the colours 

are flying, 
The lads that seek honour must never fear dying ; ^ * 
T&en, «toat 6avalienr» let us t«il our bra^re trade i% : 
And 6^% for the 6<nv*1 and lb#b<ad]^iigQf Siyr^^" 

Thus silencing his apprehensions with the 

butt-end of a military balliad, heiblltJwed 

* '» ^ . ' , 

his guide into a sort of guard. room, nllea 
with Highland soldiers. It was intimated 
to him that he must remain here until hi^ 
arrival was communicated to the Mar^tiis. 
To make this communication the more in- 
telligible, he gave to the Dunniewassel Sir 
Duncan Campbell's packet, desiring, as 
well as he could, by signs, that it shduld 
be delivered into the Marquis's own hand; 
His guide nodded and withdrew. 

The Captain was left about half ati hour 
in this place, to endure with indifferenci^, or 
return with scorn, the inquisitive; and at 


I 
the saine %me, the inioucal glances <rf* the 

armed Gacit to wlipfn bis exterior and eqtu- 
page was as m«cb. autifect of cariosity^ as 
bis person and country seemed matter erf* 
dislike. All this he bore with military 
noncbalanee, until, at the expiry of t he 
above period, apecson deeded in black vel- 
vet, and wearing a gold chain Uke a modem 
fiptagiatrate of Edinburgh, but who was, in 
fact, steward of the household to the Mar- 
quis of Argyle» entered the apartment, and 
iisvited,. with solemn gravity^ the Captain to 
&Uow him to his master's presence. 

The suite, of apartments through which 
he passed, were filled with attendants or 
visitors of various descriptions, disposec^ 
perhaps^ with some ostentation, in order to 
impress the envoy of Montrose with an 
idea of the superior power and ma^ifieence 
bdonging to the rival house of Argyle^ 
One anti-room was filled with lacqueys, ar« 
rayed in brown and yellow, the colours of 
the family, who, ranged in double file, gazed 
in silence upon Captain Dalgetty as he 
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passed betwixt their ranks. Another wad 
bccQpied by Highland gentlemen and chiefe 
^ small branches, who were amusing them- 
selves with chess, backgammon, and other 
games, which they scarce intermitted to 
^aze with curiosity upon the stranger. A 
third was filled with Lowland gentlemea 
and officeis, who seemed also in attendance^ 
aJ3d after all, the presei^ce-chamber of the 
Marquis himself, shewed him attended by 
a levee which marked his high importance. 
This apartment, the folding-doors of 
which were opened for the reception of Cap-' 
tain Dalgetty, was a long gallery, decorated 
with tapestiy and family portraits, and ha* 
ving a vaulted ceiling of open wood-work; 
the extreme projections of the beams being 
richly: carved and gilded. The gallery was 
lighted by long knceplated Gothic KJiase* 
ments, divided by heavy stone shafts, and 
filled with painted glass, where the* siin-: 
beams glimmered dimly through boars- 
heads^ and galleys, and batons, and swords, 
armorial bearings of the powerful house of 
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Arg}de»and emblems of' tbd high bereditary 
offices of Jusfctciary of Scotland, and Mas« 
ter of the Jftoyal Household, which they 
loftg enjoyed* At the upper end of this 
magnificent gallery stood the Marquis him« 
self, the centre of a splendid circle of High* 
Iwd and Lowland g^atleoiep, all richly 
dresyedy aiBong whom w6re two or three 
(^tbe;clergy, oalled ia» perhaps, to be wit^ 
loesses ^f bis 2eal for the Covenant. 

The Marquis himself was dressed in the 
fashion of the period, which Vandyke has 
so often painted} but his habit was sober 
and uniform in odour, and; rather rich than 
g^. His dark complexion, furrowed fore- 
head, a^d downcast look, gave biln the ap- 
pearance of one frequently engaged in the 
consideration of important affairs, and who 
biis acquit ed, by long habit, aa air of gravi; 
ty^aad mystery, which be cannot dvake oft' 
even where there is nothing to be conceiaU 
ed* The cast with his eyes, ^hieh had 
pMOiured him ia the Highlaiid^ the mck« 
naose of Gillespie Gmmaeh (or the gtim). 
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was less perceptible when be looked dowir* 
ward, which pei^haps was one cause of hw 
having adopted that habit. In person, he 
was tall and thin, but not without that«dig* 
nity of deportment and manners^ which be* 
Dame bis high rank. Something there was 
cold in bis address and sinister in hie look,^ 
altholigh be spoke and bebarred with the 
usual grace of ^ man of such quality. Heww 
adored by his own dan, whose advancement 
he had greiatly sttidied, althoifigh he was in 
propof tioii disliked by the Highlanders of 
other mpte^ soitte of whom he had already 
stripped of their possessMns, while others 
conceived themsdves in danger from hk 
futute sebemes, and sill dreaded the height 
to which be was elevated. 

We have already noticed, that in display^ 
ing himself amidst Ms coun^illdrs, his^ offi^ 
cars of the household, and bis train of vae* 
salsy allies, and dependents, the Marquis df 
Afgyie probably wished to make an iu^ 
{MTession on the nertous syMem of Cafytaii) 
Dugald Didg^tty. But that doughty peratftt 
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had fot^t his way, in one departmeftt dr afi* 
other^ through the greater part of the Thurty 
Years War in Germanji a period when a 
brave and successful soldier was a compa^ 
nion for princes. The King pf Sweden, 
and, after his example, even the haughty 
Prkices of the Empire, had found them* 
selves £Eiin frequently to compound with 
the^ dignity, and silence when they could 
ziot satisfy the pecuniary claims of thei^ 
soldiers, by admitting them to unusual pril 
vileges and familiarity; Captain Dugsdd 
Dalgetty bad it to boast he had sate with 
prinees at feasts made for moti^chs, and 
therefore was not a person to be brow-beat 
erren by . the dignity which surrounded 
M^Callum More, Indeed, he was naturally 
by no means the most modest man of the 
•world, but, on the contrary, had so good 
a& opinion of himself, that into whatever 
ooflspany he chanced to be thrown, he was 
always proportionally elevated in his own 
conceit ; so that he felt as much at ease in 
thr most exalted society as among his own 


f 8 ,TiXS9 OF MV ULKI£LOE». 

Ofdioarj campaniensu In this high opimioii 
of bis own tMk be was^ greatly fortified hy 
his ideas of the military profession, whioh^ 
in his phrase, made, a valiant cavalier a ca* 
merdoeto an emperor. 

When introduced, therefore, into the 
Marquis's presente- chamber, he advanced 
to the upper end with an air of more con« 
fidence than grace, and iwou^d have gone 
close up to Argyle's person before speakings 
had not the latter waved his hand asasig^ 
nal to him to stop short Captain Dalget* 
tydid so accordingly, and having made his 
military congee with easy confidence, he 
thus accosted the Marquis : ** Give you 
good morrow, my lord-«-or rather I should 
say, good even j Beso a u^ted Ida manoSf M 
the Spaniard says.'* 

'^ Who are you, sir, and what is your bu- 
siness V* demanded the Marquis, in a tone 
which was intended to interrAipt the.offen* 
sive familiarity of the soldiien 

" That is a fair iqterrogaitive, my lordi" 
answered DaJgetty, <* which I shail fiortb- 
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with answer as becomes a cavalter^ and that 
peremjOarie, as we used to say at Mareschal 
College.** 

** See who or what be is, Neal," said the 
Marquis sternlj to a gentleman who stood 
nearbfm* 

^ f will save the honourable gentleman 
the labour of investigation,** continued the 
Captain. ** I am Dugald Dalgetty, of Drum* 
thwacket that should be, late Ritt-master in 
various services, and now Major of I know 
not what or whose regiment of Irishes ; and 
I am come with a flag of truce from a high 
and powerful lord, James Earl of Mon- 
trose, and Other noble persons now in arms 
for his Majesty, and so God save King 
Charles.** 

•* Do you know where you are, and 
the- danger of dallying with us, sir,"^ again 
demanded the Marquis, •* that you reply 
to me as if I were a child or a fool I The 
Earl of Montrose is with the English ma- 
Hgnants, and I suspect you are one of these 
Irish runagates, who are come into this 
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epiiiiitry to burn aod slay, ^9 tl^ey dt4.uti4ii^ 
8tr Pbelim O'Neale/' 

« My lord," replied Captain Dalgetty^ 
<< I am no renegade^ tUoiigb fi MiBypr* of 
^ Jrishes» for which I might refer your lord- 
ship to the invincible Gustavus Adolphiw 
the Lion of the Nortbi to Bs^nnier, to Ox- 
enstiero, to the warlike Duke of Saxe^Weif 
mm:, Tilly, Wallenstein, Ficcolomini, and 
Qther great captains, both dead and living t 
and touching the noble Earl of Montrose, 
J. pray your lordship to peruse these my 
full powers for treating with you in the 
x^ame of that right honourable commander." 

The Marquis looked slightingly at the 
signed and sealed paper which Captain 
Dalgetty handed to him, and throwing it 
with contempt upon a table, asked those 
around him what he deserved who came as 
the avowed envoy and agent of malignant 
traitors in arms against the. st^te ? 

** A high gallows and a. short shrift/' was 
the teady answer of one of the bye-stander& 
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<< I wxU ei^ve^f that honourable cavalier 
who hath last spoken," said Dalgetty^ << to 
be les^ hasty ia forming his conclusions, 
and also ^f your lord^ip to be cautelous in 
ad(^ting the same, in respect such threats 
ace to be held out only to base bisognos, 
andnbt to men of spirit and action, who 
are bound to peril themselves as freely in 
services of this nature, as upon sieges, bat« 
ties, or onslaughts of any sort; And albeit, 
I have »not with me a trumpet, or a white 
flag, in respect our army is not yet equip- 
ped With its fall appointments, yet the ho« 
nowable . cavaliers and your lordship must 
concede unto me, tliat the sanctity of an 
envoy who cometh on matter of truce or 
parle, consisteth not in the fanfare of a 
tnimpet, whilk is but a sound, or in the 
flap of a whiiC' flag, whilk is but an auld rag 
in itself, but in the confidence reposed by 
the party sending, and the party sent, in 
tite honour of those to whom the message 
ift to be earned) and tiieir full reliance that 
they will respect the Jus gentium as weel as 
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the law of arms iti tbe person of the com- 
missionate '^ 

' " You are not come hither to lecture os 
upon the law of arms, sir,** said the Mar- 
quisi *^ which neither does nor can apply to 
rebels and insurgents ; but to suffep the pe- 
nalty of your insolence and folly for bring 
ing a traitorous message to the Lord Juatiice 
General of Scotland, whose duty calls upofi' 
him to punish such an oii^nce with deatb^*'^ 

«« Gentlemen/' said the Captain, who be 
gan much, to dislike. the turn which bis 
mission seemed about to take, " I pray you 
to remember, that the Earl of Montrose 
will hold you and your possessions livable 
for whatever injury my person, or my hcM^e, 
shall sustain by these unseemly proceed- 
ings, .and that he will be justified in execu- 
ting retributive vengeance on your pepsons 
and possessions.** .... 

This menace was received with a scorn- 
ful laugh, while one of the Campbells re- 
plied, ** It is a far cry to Lochow,*' a pro- 
verbial expression of the tribe, m^saning 
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tJM^ 4J)eir asdent lierediUty domains lay 
beyond the reach of an invading enemy. 
'* fittt^ gentleiiien," furtlier urged the un- 
&i9tiiiiate Captain, ivrho was unwilling to be 
condemned, without at least the benefit of 
a AdL faring:, ^although it is not for me 
te.aay hoirfar it maj be to Lodiow, in re- 
qmi I aim a straoger to those parts, yet 
what is more to the purpose, I trust you 
witt adosit thftt I have the guarantee of an 
hsnoiiraUt gentleman of jour own name, 
Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, for 
ntf safety on tUs inisaion ; and I pray you 
to observe, that in breaking the truce to- 
wards fve, you will highly prejudicate his 
h#oeiiir mai fair fane." 

Tim seemed to be new information to 
iHMy ^f the gentlemen, for they spoke aside 
v»th i»ch jothery and the Marquis"^ face, 
notwithstanding his power of suppressing 
aU ^external ai^s of his passionsi shewed 
iq^iatience and vexation* 

■^ Does Sir Dubcsb of Ardenvohr pledge 
hia Jmiour for this person'a safety, mj 

roL. iv# D 
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l<>rd ?" said one of the company^ addrebriag 
the MsLrquk* 

. < ^ I do not belieVie tt/' answered the Mar* 
quis; <^ but I have not yetiiad time to read 
hisletter."* 

** We will pray your lordship to do ao,* 
sa^d another of the Campbells ; *< our iiattif 
must not suffer discredit through the meanf 
of such a fellow as this." 

" A dead fly," said a clergyman^ «* mv 
keth the ointment o£ the apot^cary to 
stink." 

^< Reverend sir," said Captain Dalgettj^ 
*' in respect of the use to be derived, I ibrw 
give you the unsavouriness of your conipi^ 
rison ; and also remit to the gentleman to 
the red bonnet, the disparaging epithet of 
feUom which he has discourteously applied 
to me, who am no way to be distinguished 
by the same^ unless in as far as I have been 
cfiUed fallow-soldier by ^the gi^eat Gustavut 
Adolphus, the Lion of. the North, ai]4 
other choice commanders, both in Ger* 
saaiiy and the Low Countries* But to^tclir 
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Sig Sir Duncan's guarantee of my safetyi I 
will gage my life tipon his making my wcH'ds 
good thereanenf, when he comes hither to- 
Abrrowi* 

" If Sir Duncan be so soon expected, my 
ford/* said one of the intercessors, ** it 
would be a pity to anticipate matters with 
Ihh poof man." 

*« Besides that/' said another/ ^ your 
tefdship — ^^I speak with reverence— should* 
at least, consult the Knight of Ardenvohr's 
letter, and learn the terms on which this 
Major Dalgetty, as he calls himself has 
been sent hither by hiriK" 
' They closed around the Marquis, and 
conversed together in a low tone, both 
in Gaelic and English. The patriarchal 
power of the Chiefs was very great, and 
that of the Marquis of Argyle, armed with 
ilA his grants of hereditary jurisdiction, was 
particularly absolute. But there interferes 
some check of one kind or other even ia 
the most despotic government. That which 
ttitigated the power of the Celtic Ciiieis, 


tras the necessity which they lay under d 
C0ncttiftting the kinsmen^ whoj under tbenn 
led out the lower orders to battle, and wh# 
formed a sort of council of the tribe itt 
time of peaces The Marquis on this occa^ 
sion thought himself under the necessity i^ 
attending to the remonstrances of this ae^ 
nate, or more properly Couroultah of the 
name of Campbell, and, slipping out of the 
circle, gave orders for the prisoner to be 
removed to a place of security* 

«* Prisoner !** exclaimed Dalgetty, exert* 
iog himself with such force as well nigh to 
shake off two highlanders, who for sottie 
minutes past had waited the signal to seise 
liim, and kept for that purpose close at bia 
back* Indeed the soldier had so nearly at* 
taincd his liberty, that the Marquis of Ar- 
gyle changed colour, and stepped back two 
paces, laying, however, his hand on hia 
sword, while several of* bis clan, with ready 
devotion, threw themselves betwixt him 
and the apprehended vengeance of tlie pri- 
8oner. Bat the highland guards were UMt 

IS 
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•trong to be«haken off, lind the unlucky Cap- 
t^Oy after haviog had his offensive weapons 
taken from him^ was dragged off and con- 
ducted through several gloomj passages to 
a small side^oor grated with iron, within 
which was another of wood. These were 
opened by a grim old highlander with a long 
white beard, and displayed a very steep and 
narrow flight of steps leading downward. 
The Captain's guards pushed him down two 
or three steps, then, unloosing his arms, left 
%kn to grope his way to the bottom as he 
qQuld, a task wkieh became difficult and 

m 

^m. daageroM, when tbe two doors being 
8)iceessively locked, left the [Mrisooer in to» 
tsl darkoesst 


; ' 
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CHAPTER T. 

Wfatterer stranger visits here, 

We pity kis 8a<jl oase^ 
Unless tawofship be* draw neafy 

The King of Kings — his Grace* 

BiraNfr'a Epifffwn on aviiit to Inveraryk 


The Captain Aiding himself dieprived^ 
lights in the manner w& haye de(ii:;ribed, 
and placed in a. vesy uncertain situation^ 
proceeded to descend the narrow and bro- 
ken stair with aU the caution in his power^ 
hoping that he might find at the bottom, 
some place to repose himself. But with all 
his care he could not finally avoid making 
a false step, which brought him down the 
four or five last steps too hastily to preserve 
his equilibrium. At the bottom he stum- 
bled over a^ bundle c^ something soft, 
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which stirred and ottered a groan, so de- 
fangiflg the Captain's descent, that he floun- 
dered forvard^and finally felt upon hkhands 
and knees on the floor of a damp and stone- 
paved dimgeom 

; When Dalgetty had recovered, his first 
demand was to know over whom he had 
stumbled. 

4 

» ** He was a man a month since/* answer- 
ed a hollow and broken voice. 

*^ And what is he now, then," said Dal- 
getty, *^ that he thinks it fitting to lie uppn 
$be Lowest stqp of the stairs, and clew'd up 
like a hurchin, that honourable cavaliei^Si 
who chance to be in trouble,, may break 
tbf ir noses over him ?" 
, . " What is be now ?" replied the same 
voice ; '^ He is a wretched trunks from 
which the boughs have one by one been 
If^od away, and which cares little how 
SQcm it is: torn up and hewed into billets^ 
fcr the furnace." 

" Friend," said Dalgetty, *< I am sorry 
fot yon f bat peiiemaf as the Spaniard says.^ 
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If you had but been as qmet as a logt m 
you fiM jrourself, I thoifttd have saved wm^ 
excoriations'on wy bands and knees.^ 

*< You are a soldier," replied hsa fdlow:- 
prisoner ; <^ do you complain on aceiRW| 
of a fall for whid^a bo^ would not bemoan 
himself?'' 

*< A soldier 7^ said the Captain ; ^^ and 
how do you kaoW) in this cursed dajtk ca- 
vern, that I am a soldier T* 

** I heard your armour eladb as you fMl,'* 
replied the prisoner, ^ and nom 1 seeitglknu 
men When you have remained as king aa 
I in this daskness^ your eyes will distiaguish 
the smallest eft that crawls on the Ibor.'^ 

<< I had rather the devii picked tiienf 
out !" sssd Dalgetty ; << if tbisr be the case^ 
I shall wish for a short turn of the rope, a~ 
soldier's prayer, and a leap from a ladder* 
But what sort of provant have jou got faera 
•fa--what food, I mean, brother in affliction f^ 

<< Bread and water once a day," replied 
the voice. 

^ Pd'thee, friend, let me taste your loaf,** 
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€tid Dalgetty ; ^ I hope we shall play good 
comrtdes whSe we dwell together ia thit 
tibomiaable pit*" 

• » *« The IcMif and jar of water,'' answered 
tbe other prisonec^ ^* stand in the corner^ 
two steps to yonr ri^t hand* Take thein^ 
Bad •welcome. With earthly food I have 
wcE nigh done/' 

Dalgetty did not wait for » second invi- 
tation, but groping out the provisions, be« 
gaft to muoch at the stale black oaten loaf 
wkh as much heartiness as we have seen 
him play his part at better viands^ 

«< This^bread,''^ he said, muttering with 
his mouth full at the same time, ^ is not; 
very savoory ^ nevertheless, it is not much 
worse than that which we ate at the famous 
leaguer at Werben, wjiere the valorous 
Gustavus foiled all the efforts of the ceie«- 
braled Tilly, that terrible old herc^ who 
had driven two kings out of the field— ^ 
namely, Ferdinand of Bohemia^ and Chris* 
tian ctf Denmark^ — And anent this water^ 
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which is none of the most sweety I drial^ 
in the same to yoar speedy deliveiance, 
comrade, not forgetting mine own, andi 
devoutly wishing it were Rhenish wine, 
or humming Lubeck beex^ at the least, were 
it but in honour of the fdedge. i 

WhileDalgettyranonin this way, histeeth 
kept time with his tongue, and hei^edily^ 
finished the provisions which the behef o- 
lenceor iiidifiference of his companion if sir 
mislbf tune had abandoned to his voracity. 
When this task was aca>mplished, he wrbp* 
ped himself in his cloak, and seating him^. 
self in a corner of the dungeon jn which 
he could obtain a suppott on each side^ 
(for he had always been an admirer of el- 
bow-chairs, he remarked, even from his 
youth upward,) he began to question hoik, 
fellow- captive^ 

<*^ Mine honest friend,** said he, ** yott^ 
aind I being cofiarades at bed and board, 
should be better acquainted. I am Dngald: 
Dalgetty of Dmmthwacket, attd so fortfti^ 


"1 


Major in a regimciit of lojpal Irishest and 
Bnvoy Extcaoniioaiy.of a High and Mighty 
Lord, James Ead of Jd ontros6-*-Pray, what 
may your name be V' 

^* It will avail you little to knowi!' re- 
plied his more taciturn companiom 

<< Let me judge oi that matter,** answer^ 
ed the soldier. 

• ^* WeU, then«~Eanald Mac£agh is my 
name— »that is, Ranald Son of the Mist.^ 

« Son of the Mist !" ejaculated Dalgetty. 
** Son of utter darkness, say L But Rau 
nald, since that is. your name, how came 
you ki possession of the provost's court of 
guard ? what the devU brought yon here, 
that is to say ?** 

*^ My misfortimes and my crimes," an^ 
twered Ranald. <^ Know ye the Knight 
of Ardenvohr ?** 

** I do know that, honourable person," 
replied BaTgetty. 

<« Bitt know ye where he now isT^ re« 
pyed Ranald. . 

** Fasting thisday at Ardenvohr, that he 
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may fn$t Uy^smnm st ImnehMra ^ ia wfakh 
last purpoM if btt ckaooe to hiU my leM&df, 
bmnan service will be sometiMiig pnecm*^ 


nous." 


^ Tbea let him know one olaima bi$ ia« 
tercessioii, who is his worst &e and bis best 
friewdy" answered Ranald, 

<< Truly I shall desire to. carry » ks% 
qaesUonable message^" answered Dalgetly. 
<< Sir Duncan is not a ptarsAn.to play at 
reading riddles with/' 

^ Craten Sa^un/' wd the prisoner, ^>^ teU 
hnn I am the jraven that fifteen years smctr 
stoop'd on his to^ver d* strength and th» 
pledges he had left lhere-~I ma the wolf 
that found out his den pn the rock, and 
destroyed his offipring-^I am the leader (^ 
the band which eucprised Ardenyohr yes« 
terday was fifteen years, and gave bia foitm 
cbildrei^ to the swords" 

<< Truly, my honest friend^"^ S|id DaU 
getty^ '< if that is your best TeoonMmrnda* 
tion to Sir Duncan's favour^ I weujki ipfCit 
termit'my pieading tbereupdn, in r^ect 
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I-liAve tibMrvad that erea the animal cre»- 
tiaa are inceiiaed against tbuse who intro* 
mk wHh Uieir offspring forcibly, mud 
more any rational and christian creature* 
But I pray yoa in coottesy to tell me, whe- 
ther you assailed the eastle from the hillock 
called Drumsnab, whilk I uphold to be the 
tme point of attadc, unless it were to be 
pMAect^ by a sconce." 

.^< We ascieaded the diff by ladders of 
ropes,'' said the prisoner, *^ drawn up by 
an accomplice and clansman, who had ser- 
ved six months in ihe eastle to enjoy that 
one night of unlimited vengeance. The 
owl whopped around xis as we hung be* 
twist heaven and earth ; the tide roared 
against the ^foot of the rock, and dashed 
asunder our skiff, yet no man's he^t failed 
him. In the morning there was blood and 
ashes, Where there had been peace aad joy 
at the sanset." 

<« It wa4 a pretty oaaisade, I doubt not| 
Ranald MaoEs^g^ a very sufficient oii«r 
fllaug^t, and limrthilydischsurged. Nevertfae* 
lc88,I would have pressed thehouae from thai 


♦ 

Ifltle hillock called DnimsQab* BotfyoiM^ is^ 
a pretty irregular Scythian^fasliion of vffing^ 
fare, Raoald, much resembtii^ that ^ 
Turks^ Tartars, and^ other Asiatic peo{de^- 
But the reason^ tny friend, the cause of this- 
wcHV-the teterrwia emtsa^ as I may sa^i^ 
Deliver me that, Ranaldi!' 

<< We had been pushed fft by the; W^r 
Auieys, and other western tribes^" said:^ 
Ranald, ^ till mir po^essiona became on* 
safe for us,** 

' <« Ah ha !*' aa^ D&Igetty y << I have faia^. 
remembrance of having heard of diat mat>^ 
ten Did you not put bread into a maxi2%; 
mouth, whenhe had never a stomach wher^^ 
unto to transmit the same F"" . ^ : 

<< You have heard, then," said Rtmald,. 
'« the tale of bur revenge on^ the haughiyC 
fbrester?*' 

«< I bethink me that ! ha ve>'' said Da^efc^ 
ty, ^^ and that not of an old date. It was a* 
merry jest that; of cramming the bread ijtrtpr 
the dead man^s mouth, but somewhat tcMfi 
Wfid and salvage, besides wasting the §fiQil 
victulda. I liave seen when at a sieges or a 


Ibaguer, Radald, a living soldier would fa»ve 
been the better, llanald, for that crust of 
bread whiik yoa threw away on a dead. 
powJ*' 

• •* We were attacked by Sir Dcmcany^ con- 
tinued MacEagh, '< and my brotlier waa 
slain — his head was withering on the battlie- 
ments which we scaled*— I vowed reveogei 
and it is a vow I have never broken.'' 

** It may be soj" said Dalgetty ;. *' and 
every thorough- bred soldier will confess; 
l^t revenge is a sweet niorsel; but in. 
wfae^ manner this story will interest Sir 
Stoncan in your justification^ unless it 
should move him to intercede with the 
Marquis to change the manner thereof from 
hanging) or sample suspension, to breaking: 
ytrat limbs on the roue, or wheel, with the 
coviter of a plough, or otherwise putting 
you to death by torture, surpasses my com* 
pvdi^nsion. Were I you, Ranald, I would 
be for miskenning Sir Duncan, keeping my . 
own secret, ai^ departing quietly by zuthm . 
cattoHy like your ancestors before you*"^ v 

- ^ Yet hearken, stranger,'' said theiHigb'i 
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tender. <« Sir Dunctn of Ardeiivofar hftil 
fbur childreii. Three died under our dtrki^ 
but the fourth survives ; and mwe would be. 
give to dandle on his knee the fourth dufai 
which remiooS) than to rabk these c^d bones» 
which care little for the utmost induigencri 
of his wrath. One word, if I list to speak 
ity could turn his day of homtliation and 
fasting into a day <^ thankfulness and re* 
joicing and breaking of bread. O J know 
^it by my own heart ! Dearer to me is the 
chiU Kenneth, who chaseth the butterfly; 
oa the banks of the Aven, than tea sons 
who are mouldering in edrth^ or are prey-^ 
ed on by the fowls of the air." 

*< I presume, Ranald/' continued BdU 
getty, ^^ that the three pretty feUows whom i. 
saw yonder in the market- place, strung up 
by the head like rizzer'd haddocks^ claimed 
some interest in you ?' 

There was a brief pause ere the High*, 
lander replied, in a tone of strong emotioiv 
— « They were my sons^ stranger--4hey 
were my sons !-^blood of my biood<~bim«t 
of my bone!*>^eet of foot--*ufierring ia aim 
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— unvanquisbed by foemen till the sona of 
Diarmid overcame them by numbers! Why 
do I wish to survive th^m ? The old trunk 
will less feet the reodiiig up of its roots, than 
it bas felt tl^ lopping off of its graceful 
boughs. But Kenneth must be trained to 
revenge— «th& young eagle must learn from 
the old how to atoop on his foes* I will 
puifchaae for bis sake my life and my free* 
doisi»bydkcoverti^ my secret to the Knight 
of Ardeavofar •" 

^ Y^u nay attain your end more easily,"^ 
said a third voice, mingling in the confer 
eiiee^ ^ by entrusting it to me." 

^i Highlanders are s«iperstitiou8. ^Hie 
Sttemy of Mankind ia among us !" said Ra- 
vaiA MacEagb^ springing to his feet. Hia 
cAmns dottered as he rose, while he drew 
MflMelfas&rastheypermitted from the quar* 
ter whence the voice appeared to proceeds 
Hia fear in aome degree communicated 
Itadf to Captain Dalgelty, who began to 
repeat, in asEort of polyglott gibberish, all 
tbe excKTCfsma he had ever beard of, with* 


ret^^ed tbe stratigery tunring his iigbt fell 
on the wild and wasted featoreSi aflid di0 
large h'l^bs of the hrghlatider, Ranald Mac-* 
&gb, who, close drawH up against tbe 'mti» 
0^* the dungeon, seemed yet uncertain wh^'' 
thet his guest was a liTing being. 

*• I have brought you something, wtxf 
friend/' said the stranger, iti a more sooth«^^ 
ing tone, •• tO' mend your fare ; if you are 
to die to-morrow, it is no reason whecefevtr 
yxm should not live to-night" 

•* None at all— no reason in the ereafe^iB/'' 
replied the ready Captain Dalgetty, who* 
forthwith began to unpack the content? of a 
smidl basket which the stranger bad breugfa<^ 
under his cloak, while the highlander, etv 
drer in suspicion or disdain, paid no atten* 
tibn to the good cheer. 

•* Here's to thee, my friend," said the* 
Captain, who having already dispatched ft 
huge piece of roasted kid, was now taking* 
a pull at the wine-flask. <* What is thy Aame, 
my good friend ?• 

^< Murdoch Campbell, sir," answered the 


lervant^ '< a Uckejr of the Marquis of Ar^ 
^let and occasioaally acting as under- war* 
den;* 

. <* Then here is to thee once more, Mur* 
doch," said Dalgetty^ ** drinking to you by 
your proper name for the better luck sake* 
This wine I take to be Calcavella. Well, 
honest Murdoch, I take it on me to say, 
thou deservest to be upper- warden, since 
thou showest thyself twenty times better 
acquainted with the way oi victualling 
honest gentlemen that are under misfor- 
tune, than tiby principal* Bread and water? 
out upon him ! It was enough, Murdoch, 
to destroy the credit of the Marquis's dun- 
g^Q. But I see you would converse with my 
fnend, Ranald M'Eagh here. Nevermind 
my presence ; 111 get roe into this corner 
h^e, with the basket, and I will warrant 
my jaws make noise enough to prevent my 
ea;rs ilrom hearing you.'' 

Notwithstanding this promise, however, 
the veteran listened with all the attention 
he could to hearken to this discourse, or^ 
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as he described it himself^ ^^ laid iiis ears 
back in his neck, like Gustavus when he 
heard the key turn in the girnel-kist." He 
could, therefore, owing 15 the narrowness 
of the dungeon, easiiy overhear the fb!- 
lowing dialogue, ^ 

^* Are you aware. Son of the Mist,** said 
the Campbell, ** that you will never leavd 
this place excepting for the gibbet ?* 

" Those who are dearest to me," answered 
MacEagh, " have trod that path before me * 

•* Then you would do nothing,*' asked 
the visitor, •* to shun following them ?* 

The prisoner writhed himself in his chains 
before returning an answer. ' ' 

" I would do much," at length he aafd'{ 
•* not for my own life, but for the sake of 
the pledge in the glen of Strath- Aven.' 

" And what would you do to turrt away 
the bitterness of the hour ?* again demand^ 
ed Murdoch : " I care' not for what cauae 
ye mean to shun il»* 

" I would do what a man might do, and 
BtiU call himself a man/' ^ ' 
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\, '^ Do you call yourself a man/' said the 
^terrogator^ ^* who have done the deeds 
of a wolf?' 

. /< I.dOf" answered the outlaw ; << I am a 
mw lijsemy forefathers-— while wrapt in the 
mantle of peace^ ;we were lambs — it was 
rent from us» and ye now call us wolves. 
Give us the huts ye have burned, our 
children whom ye have murdered, our 
widows whom ye have starved—collect 
from the gibbet and the pole the mangled 
carcases, and whitened sculls of our kins- 
men — ^bid them live and bless us, and. we 
will be your vassals and brothers — till then, 
let death, and blood, and mutualwrong, 
draw a dark veil oi division between 
us." 

« You will then do nothing for your 
liberty," said the Campbell. 
, *< Any thing — ^but call myself the friend 
of your tribe,*' answered MacEagh. 

" We scorn the friendship of banditti 
and Caterans," tretorted Murdoch, ^* and 
would not stoop to accept it. — What I de- 
mand to know from you, in exchange for 
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font liberty is, where the daughter and 
heiress of the iCnigkt of Ardenvohr is now 
to be found." 

^ ThAt you may wed her to some beg- 
garly kinsman of your great ma0ter»'^ said 
Ranald, ^* nftei the fashion of the Children 
c£ Diarmid ! Does not the valley of Glen- 
orquhy, to this very hour, cry shame on the 
▼ioience <^red to a helpless infant whom 
her kinsmen were conveying to the court of 
the Sovereign f Were not her escort Gom« 
pelled tohide her beneath a cauldron, round 
which they fought till not one remained 
to tell the tale?«^and was not the girl 
brought to this fatal castle, and afterwards 
wedded to the brother of M 'Galium More» 
and all for the sake of her broad lands ?^ 

" And if the tale be true," said Murdoch, 
" she had a preferment beyond what 4;he 
King of Scots would have conferred on htr. 
But this is far^from the purpose. The 
daughter of Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr is of 
our own bloody uot a stranger } and who has > 
so good a right to know her fate as M'-- 
Gidlum More, the phief (of her dan ^ 
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^^I^ i5t>n hi3 i>aD:t, then, that you 4e(Qand 
it?" said the outlaw. The servant of tht 
Marquis assented. 

y And you will practise.no evil against 
the maiden?— ^I have done her wrong enough 
already." 

" No evil, upon the word of a Christian 
man^" replied Murdoch. 

<* And my guerdon is to be life and li- 
berty>, 

^< ^uch is our .paction/' said the Camp- 
'bell. ' y ' 

•^ Then know, that the child whom I 
saved out of compassion at the spoiling of 
her father's tower of strength/ was bred as 
an adopted daughter of our tribes until we 
were worsted at the pass of Balletiduthil, 
by ihe fiend incarnate and mortal enemy 
of our tribe, Allan M* Aulay of the Bloody 
hand, and by the horsemen of |L.ennox, un- 
der the- heir of Mentcith," 

« « Fell she into the power of AUan of the 
"Bloody hand,** said Murdoch, •* and she a 
x^][)u%efi daughter of thy tribe? then k§r 

VOLf IT. JE 
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blood has gildfed the dirk, and thou hast 
«sid fiothifig to rescue thine oWft fetfeited 

llfe.^ 

" If my life rfest on hefs,** answered the 
outlaw, " it is secure, for she still survives; 
but it has a more insecure reliance^— the 
ftail protmse of a son of Diatmid^' 

« That promise shaft notfailyou,'* said the 

Cam^ell, « if you can assure me that she 

^survives, and where she is to be found.** ; 

«♦ In the castle of Dwnlftivarach,*' said 

l^nald MacEagh, •* under the pame of 

Atiiiot Lyle. I have often hdard t)f her 

ffrom my kinsmen, who have again ap- 

^proached their native woods, and it is not 

long since mine old eyes beheld her.** 

«< You !" said Murdoch, in astonishmenty 
^< you, a chief among the children of the 
Mist, and ventured so near your mortal 

faer 

<< Son of Diarmid, I did more,** replied 
ihe oudaW) <^ I was in the hall of the castle, 
'disguised as a harper, from the wild shores 
^f S&ianach. My purpose was to have 

*0 
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{dunged my dirk in the body of the Mc 
Aalay with the Bloody hand, before whom 
our race treinbles, and to have taken there^ 
after what fate God should send me. But 
laaw Annot Lyle, even when my hand was 
<m the hilt of my dagger. She touched her 
clairshach to a song of the Children of the 
Mist, which she had leanaed when her 
dwelling was amongst us. The woods in 
which «we had dwelt pleasantly, rustled their 
green leaves ia the song, and gar streams 
were there vnith the sound of all thejr wt<< 
ters« My hand forsook the da^er ; the 
fountains of mine eyes were opened, and 
the hour of revenge passed away«-^Ancl 
now, son of Diarmid, have I not paid the 
ransofoi of my head ?"' 

•« Ay," replied Murdoch, " if your tale 
be true ; but what proof can you assign for 

itr 

« Bew witness heaven and earth," ex- 
claimed |:he outlaw, *< he already looks how 
he may step over his word !" 

<*Not so," replied Murdoch;. *• every pso« 
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Mi» sliall be kept to you when I am £i8>- 
9ured you have told me the truth, , But I 
must speak a few words with your compa- 
nion in captivity." 

" Fair and fals^ — ever fair and, false;" 
muttered the prisoner, as he threw himself 
once niore on the floor of his dungeon* 

Meanwhile, Captain Dalgetty, whohad at- 
tended to every word of this dialogue, was 
making his. own remarks on itin private. 
<« What tlje hmJcer can this sly fellow have 
.to say to me ? I have no child, either of my 
own, so far as I know, or of any other per^ 
son, to tell hioi a tale about. But let him 
come on — he will have some manoeuvring 
ere he turn the flank of the old soldier." 

Accordingly, as if he had stood pike in 
hand to defend a breach, he waited with 
caution, but without fear, the commeDiee- 
ment of the attack. *« You are a citizen of 
the world, Captain Dalgetty^" said Mur- 
doch Campbell, << and cannot be ignorant 
of our old Scotch proverb ^^^^^ which 
. goes through all nations and all services."* 
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•* Then I should know something of it,*' 
said Dalgetty, «« for, except the Turks, 
there are few^ powers in Europe whom I 
have not served; and I have sometimes 
thought of taking a turn either with Beth- 
lem Gabor, or with the Janizaries/' 

" A man of your experience and unpre- 
judiced ideas, then, will understand me at 
once/'Baid Murdoch, ** when I say, T mean 
that your freedom shall depend on your 
true and upright answer to a few trifling 
questions respecting the gentlemen you 
have left; their state of preparation ; the 
number of their men, and nature of their 
appointments; and as much as you chance 
toi^now about their plan of operations.* 

." Just to satisfy your curiosity,*' said 
Dulgetty, << and without aay farther pur- 
pose?'* 

•• None in the world," replied Murdoch ; 
^^ what iQte]:est should a poor devil like me 
take in their operations ?" 

V Make your interrogations then," stiid 
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the Captain, <« and I ^ill answfer them pe- 

<< How many Irish may be on their maFch 
to join Jame9 Grahame the maUgnaat F' 

*< Probably ten thousand,'' said Captain 
Dalgetty. 

<< Ten thousand T replied Murdoch an- 
grily ; << we know that scarce two thousand 
landed at AMnamuvclian.'^ 
• << Then you know more itbout them than 
I do,*' answered Captain Dalgetty, with 
great composure. ^* I neVer saw them mio* 
tered yet, or even under arms.'' 

<* And how mimy men of the clans may 
loe expected ?"^ demanded Mur^>ch. 

«< As many as they can make, ^< replied 
the Captain. 

<( You are answering from the ps^pb8e# 
sir," said Murdoch ; << speak plainly, will 
there be five thousand men T 

<« There and thereabouts," answered 
Dalgetty. 

^< You are playing with your life, sirt if 
you trifle with me," replied the catechist } 


^^ one whistle of mine» and in le89 tban tea 
minutes your bead hangs on the draw* 

<^ But tP ?peak candidly, Mr Murdoch*? 
l9pU^ the CaptAin, << do you think it i; a 
reasonable thing to ask me after the secrets 
^ our armyi and I engaged to fi^rve fyr the 
whole is^ipjp^igfi ?' If I tarii^t ypu hqw i9 
defeat Montrasies whiM^ hs^ome^ of my pay, 
arrearsi apd c^anqe of boaty i^ 

'< I tell you," said Campbell, «' that if 
you be stubborn, your campaign shall begin 
aid end in a march to the block at the 
ca9t|c*gat&, whic^ standi ready for sueh^ 
knd-laufers ; but if you answer my ques. 
tions faithfully, I will receive you into my 
>*-into the service of M^Callum More." 

" Does the service afford good pay?" 
md Captain Dalgetty. 

** He will double yours, if you will rc^ 
turn to Montrose and act under his direc- 
rection.*' 

wish Ihad seen you, sir, h^oreta^ 
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king on with him,* said Dftfgetty, appear* 
ing to meditate; 

*< On the contrary, I can afford you more 
advantageous terms now/' said the Cattip- 
bell } ** always supposing that you are faith* 
ful.*^ 

« Faithful, that is, ta you, and" a traitoi? 
to Montrose," answered the Captafn. 

<< Faithful to the cause of religion and 
good order," answered Murdoch, « which 
sanctifies any deception you may employ 
to serve it.'* 

••And the Marquis of Argyle,'— shduldl 
indine to enter his service; is he a kind 
master ?^ demanded Dalgetty. 

" Never man kinder^" quoth Cainpb^lK 

" And l)ountif hi to his officers ?*• pursu- 
ed the Captain. 

«« The most open hand in Scotland,** re- 
plied Murdoch. 

" True and faithful tp his engagements ?*• 
continued Dalgetty. 

«< As honourable a nobleman as breathes^*^ 
said the clansman. 
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^ I never hwrd ao much good of him 
before," said Dalgetty ; " you must know 
the Marquis welU or rather you must be , 
the Marquis himself. Lord of Avgyle,* 
he added, throwing himself suddenly on 
the disguised nobleman, " 1 arrest you in 
the name of King Charles as a traitor. If 
you ventute to call for assistance) I will 
wxench round your neck." 

The attacb which ' Dalge^tty made upon 
Argyle's person waa so. sudden and unex<> 
pected, that lie easily prostrated him on the 
flpor pf.tbe dungeon, and held him down 
yfidi one hand, while his right, grasping 
l^e Marquis's throat, was ready to strangle 
him. on the sligbteat attempt to call for as- 
sistance. 
. " Lqjfd of Argyle,'* he saidj> " it is now 

my tarn to lay down the terms of capitu- 
lation. If you list to shew me the private 
way by which you entered the dungeon, 
you shall escape, on condition of being my 
locimienens, as we said sit the Mareschal.. 

E..I2I . 
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GoUegCi until your warder visits his pri- 
soners. But if not, I wiftfiwt strangle yoa 
^I llsarned the art from a PcAooian hey« 
duck, who had been a slave in the Ottd« 
man seraglto-^and tiien seek out a mode of 
retreat.'* 

<« Villain ! yon wonld not taurder me for 
my kindness,'* murmured Argyle. 

« Not for your kandness, my lord,** re- 
plied Dalgetty ; ** but first, td teach your 
lord^ip the ju9 gemHtm towards cavaHen 
who come to you under safe cotidoct ; and 
secondly, to warn you of the danger cf pio« 
pooipg dishonourable terms to any worthy 
soldado, in order to tempt him to bec6me 
false to his standard during the term of hit 
service.** 

« Spare my life,** said Argyle, «• and I 
will do as you require*** 

Dalgetty maintained his gripe upon the 
Marquis's throat, coinpressing it a little 
while he a^ked questions, and relaxing it 
so far as to give him the power of answer- 
ing them. 
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<« Where is the secret do» into the duiu 

^< Hold i|p the Upterp to the comer on ^ 
jroar right haiui, y4>a will discern the iron 
which CQvers >the-Rpnog»'' repUed the Mar* 

quis. 

*< So % $0 gQodt-^Where does the p^as- 
84ge lead to V* 

*« '3> my private aparUnent behind the 
H^^^^" aaswwed the prostrate noble*- 
]9an« 

^ From thence how ahi^ I xeach the 

<< Through the' grmd gaUery» the anti- 
roonif the lackeys' waiting-hally the grand- 
l^ard'Hoom****" 

<^ All crowded with soldiers, factionaries^ 
ftild'attendants?-^that will never do forme, 
my lord ;-~have you no secret passage to 
•the gate, as you have to your dungeons ? 
j[f iiave seen such in Germany.'' 
• «<. Then is ;a passage through the ch^ V 
'Said th^ Maripiss << qpeningfrom my apart- 
dnent^" 
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^« And what is the pass- word at the gate?' 
« The sword of Levi," replied the Mar-* 
quis ; •* but if you will rfeceive my pledge 
of honour, I will go with you, escort you 
through every guard, and set you at fuH 
liberty with a passport." 

^< I might trust you, my lord, wefeybur 
throat not already blaqk with the grasp of 
my fingers ;«Kis it is, besa hs manos a usted, 
as th6 Spaniard says. Yet yOu may grant 
me a passport ;— are there writing mate^ 
rials in your apartment ?** 

<< Surely ; and blank passports ready to 
1>e signed% I will stttend you there," said 
the Marquis^ «• instantly." 

*< It were too much honour for the Hk^ 
o fme," said Dalgetty ; •* your lordship 
sb^ll remain under charge of mine honest 
friend Ranald MacEagh ; therefore, prithee 
let me drag you: withm reach of hischain*-* 

Honest Ranald, you see how matters stand 

* 

with us. I shall find the means, t doubt 
not, of setting you at freedtnn. Mean time 
do as you see me do ; cl^p your hahd thus 
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on the weasand of this high and mighty 
prinee, under his ruff, and if he offer to 
struggle or crj out, fail not, my worthy 
Banaid, to 6qa6eze doughtily ; and if it 
be ad deHqnmmy Ranald, that is, till he 
swoon, there is no great matter; seeing he 
designed your gullet and mine to still hard* 
dr usage.'' 

<* If he ofifer at speech or struggle,*" said 
Ranald, ^^ he dies by my hand." 

** That is right, Ranald — very spirited—* 
ft thorough.going friend that understands a 
hint is worth a; million." 

Thus resigning the charge of the Marquis 
to his new confederate, Dalgetty pressed the 
iqpring^ by which the secret door flew open, 
though so well were its hinges polished and 
oiled^ tbat it made not tlie slightest noise in 
ref^olving. The opposite side of the dpor 
was secttred by very strong bolt and bars, 
beside whicii hong one or two keys, de* 
signed: apparently to cindo. letter- looks. A 
aarrow stair- case^ ascending up through 


the thickness of the castle- waU» landed, w 
the Marquis had truly informed hiro» tn^ 
hind the ti^estryof his {irivate apartment. 
Such ooiiimuiiio4^ons were frequent in old 
ftudal castlest as they gave the losd of the 
fortress, like . a aeco&d DionytiujSf, ^ 
means of hearing the conversation of .hjs 
prisoners, or, if he pleased^ of vititiqg 
them in disguise^ aiieacperiment wUoh bad 
terminated so uilj^asantly on the prisMBl; 
occasion for Gillespie Gralnacfa* Having 
examined previously whether < there weuf 
any one in the apaftmeit, and finding the 
coast d«r, the Gaptatttientered,.and hast- 
ily possessing himself of a blank'pasif^it» 
several ofivhich layon the td^ and of 
writing materials, ^ securing, at the sanw 
time, the Marquis's dagger, «nd arsilk omd 
from the hangings, he ^ain descended imio 
the cavern, where^ Mstening a moment at 
the door, he oould hear the half-stifled 
voice of the Macqm mdUnggMafepraffaai 
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te^ MjKrEagh^ on coadition he would BuSbt 
iim to gi^e an alarm. 

•^ Not for a- forest of deen— not for a 
ibousand head of cattle," answered the 
free^^booterj << not for all the lands that 
ever called a son of Diarmid master, will 
I braak the troth I have plighted to him 
of the iron-garment." 

^ fie of theiron-^garment^'^ said Dalgetty, 
entering, ^ is bounden unto you» MacEa^, 
md this noble lord shall be bounden also ; 
but fitst ho must fill up this passport with 
the names of Major Bugald Dalgetty and 
hia gDHde, or be is^like to have a passport 
ioto another world.'' 

7be Marquis subscribed^ and wrote, by 
tiie light of the dark-lantem, as the sol- 
dier (^escrft)ed to him. 

*< And now, Ranald," said Dalgetty, 
M strip thy upper garment— thy plaid I 
mean, Bansdd, and in it will I muffle tlie 
M<!^lum More, and make of him, for the 
time, a Child of the Mist ;~Nay, I must 
bxing it over your headjt my lord, so as to 
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secure us against your mistimed clamour.: 
-— SO| now he is sufficiently muifled ;t— hold 
down your bands, or, by heaven, Twill^tab 
you to the heart with your own dagger*; 
— vtdy^ you shall be bound with nothing liess 
than silk, as yojur quality deservesw— So 
now he is secure till some one comes to.re^ 
lieve him. If he ordered us a late dinner, 
Ranald, he is like to be the sufferer ;-^at 
what hour, my gpod Ranald, did the jailor 
usnally" appear." 

<( Never till the sun was beneath the 
westi^rn wave," saidM^Eaghr 

" Theur nay friend, wfe shall have three 
hours good," said the cautious Captain. '* 111 
the meap time, let us labour for your libe- 
ration." 

To examine Ranald's chain Was th^ next : 
occupation. It was undone by means of 
one of the keys which hung behind the pri^ 
vate doort probably deposited thtfre, that 
the -MarqCiiis might, if be pleased, dismks 
apris^ner^ dr. remove him elsewhere wkh^ 
out the necessity of summoning ;tke war- 


^ 
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den. The outlaw stretched his benumbed 
armSi and bounded from tho floor of the 
dungeon in all the extaiy of recovered free^ 
dom. 

^' Take the livery-coat of that noble pri« 
soner/' said Captain Dalgetty ; <^ put it pUi 
and follow close at my heels.** 

The outlaw obeyed. They ascended the 
private stair, having first secured the door 
behind themi and thus safely reached the 
apartment of the Marquis. 
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CHAPTER Vf; 

r * 

This was Ike ^etry then, these state— but whilbef after \r 
Yet he that's sure to perish on the land 
May quit the nicety ^fcard4ind coxnpasSi 
iuid trust the opeiLsea without a pilot. 

'^ Look out for the pjrivatevway through^ 
the chapel, Ranald," said the Captain, 
^ while I give a^ hasty regard to these mat- 
ters,*' 

Hius speaking he sei2sed with one hand 
a bundle of Argyle's most private papers^ 
zxA with the other a purse of gold, both 
of which lay in a drawer of a rich cabinet 
whioh stood invitin^y open. Neither did 
he neglect to possess himself of a sword 
and pistols, with powder*flask and balls, 
whidbhung in the apartment. <*Intelli* 
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gence and booty/' said the veteran, as be 
pouched the spoils, ^ each honourable ca- 
valier should look to the one on his gene- 
ral's bebalf,^ and the other on his own. 
This sword is an Andrew Ferrara, and the 
pistola better than nune own. But a fair 
exchange is no robbery. Soldados are not 
to be endangered, and endangered gratui- 
tously, my Lord of Argy le.— But soft, soft^ 
Ranald ^ wise Man of the Mist, whither art 
thou bound f* 

It was indeed full time to stop MacEaghti 
proceedings ; for^ not finding the private 
passage readily, and impatient, it would 
seem, of farther delay^ he had caught down 
a sword and target, and waa about to en-^ 
ter the great gallery^ with the purpose, 
doubtless, of %hting his way through all 
opposition. 

« Hold, while you live," whispered DaU 
getty, laying hold on hinu <^ We must 
not be perdue if possible. So bar we this 
door, that it may be thought M^CaUum: 
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More would be private— -and now let me- 
make a reconnoissance for the private paa* 
sage.** 

By looking behind the ttpestry in vari- 
ous places, the Ciaptain at length discover* 
ed a private door, and behind that a winding 
passage, terminated by another door, which, 
doubtless entered the chapel. But what 
was his disagreeable surprise to hear, on the 
other side of this second door, the sonorous 
voice of a divine in the act of preaching. 

*• This made the villain/' he said, *^ re- 
eommend this to us as a private passage. 
I am strongly, tempted to return and cut 
his throat." 

He then opened very gently the door, 
which led into a latticed gallery used by 
the Marquis himself,, the curtains of which, 
were drawn, perhaps with the purpose of' 
having it supposed that he was engaged in 
Attendance upon divine worship, when, i^. 
Jact, he was absent upon his secular afiklrs. 
There was no o their person in the seat, fat^ 
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ike family of the Marquis, such was the 
bigh state maintained in those days, sate 
during service in another gallery, placed 
somewhat lower than that of the great m an 
himself. This being the case. Captain 
Balgetty venttired to ensconce himself in 
the gallery, of which he carefully secured 
the door. 

Kever {although the expression be^ bold 
one) was a sermon listened to with more 
impatience, and less edification, on the part 
of one, at least, of the audience. The Cap- 
tain heard sixteenthly ^^ seventeenthly '^ 
tighteenthlfft BXid to conclude, with a sort 
of feeling like protracted despair. But no 
man can lecture (for the service was called 
a lecture,) for ever, and the discourse was 
at length closed, the clergyman not failing 
to make a profound bow towards tfie lat« 
ticed gallery, little suspecting whom he 
honoured by that reverence. To judge 
from the haste with which they dispersed, 
the domestics of the Marquis were scarce 
more pleased with their late occiipatioA 
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than the anxious . Captain Dalgetty ; in- 
deed, many of them being Highlandmea» 
had the excuse of not undemanding a sin« 
gle word which tSie <;lergy man spoke, al- 
though they gave their attendance on his 
doctrine by the special order of M^Callum 
More, and would have done so %ad he beat 
a Turkish Imaum. 

But although the congregation disper- 
aed thus rapidly, the divine remained be- 
hind in ike chapel, and, walking up and 
down its Gothic precincts, seemed either te 
be meditating on what he had just been de- 
Hvering, or preparing a fresh discourse for 
the next opportunity^ Bold as he was, 
I^g^tty hesitated what he ought to do. 
Time, however, pressed, and every mo- 
ment increased the cbimce of their es- 
cape being discovered by the jailor visiting 
the dungeon perhaps before his wonted 
timCt and discovering the exchange which 
had been made there. At length, whisper- 
ing Ranald, who watched all his motions, to 
follow him and preserve his countenance, 
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KizptMi Ba^tty, wifh a very composed 
aifi descended a flight of steps which led 
4x)»the gallery into the body of the cha» 
pel. A less experienced adventurer would 
have efndeavoured to pass the worthy cleN 
gynmn rapidly, in hopes to escape unnoti- 
ced. Iftnt the Captain, who foresaw the ma- 
nifest danger of failing in such an attempty 
walked gravely to meet the divine upon his 
waHc in the midst of the chancel, and, pull. 
"Org tiff his cap, was about to pass him after 
a formal reverence. But what was his sur- 
prise to^ew in the preacher the very same 
person with whom he had dined in the cas- 
tle of Ardenvohr* Yet he speedily reco- 
vered his composnre ; and ere the clergy- 
gyman could speak, wa^ the first to address 
"Mm. ^ I could not,^ he said, <* leave this 
mansion without bequeathing to you, my 
very reverend sir, my humble thanks^ for 
the homily with which you have this even- 
ing favoured us«^ 

^* I did not observe, sir," said the clergy, 
man, •* that you were in the chapel." 
.^ It pleased the honouraUe Marquis,^ 


liO • TALES OF If Y LAKDX.QRD. 

, - . . • • . .. 

laid Dalgettj, modestlj, << to graee.me wil|i 
li seat in his own gallery." The d^^^!^ 

■ 

bowed low at this intimation, knowing that 
such an honour was only vouchsafed to per- 
sons of vefy high rank* << It has been, my 
fate, sir," said the Captain, " in the so;rtof 
wandering life which I have led, to have 
heard different preachers of different reli-- 
gions — as for example, Lutheran, Evange- 
lical, Reformed, Calvinistical, and so forth, 

• • • 

but never have I listened to such a homily 
as yours.'* 

" Call it a lecture, worthy sir," said the 
divine, *^ such is the phrase of our 
church." 

«* Lecture, or homily," said Dalgetty, " it 
was, as the High- Germans say, gam^Jfbrire 
flick ; and I could not leave this place with- 
out testifying unto you what inward emo- 
tions Ihave undergone during jour edifying 
prelection ; and how I am touched to the 
quick, that 1 should yesterday, during th« 
refection, have seemed to infringe on the 
respect due to such a person as yourself." 

*< Alas ! my worthy sir," said thp ilcrgy- 
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than, " we meet in this world as in the Val- 
ley of the Shadow of Death, not knowing 
against whom we may chance to encounter. 
In truth it is no matter of marvel, if we 
sometimes jostle those, to whom, if known, 
we would yield all respect. Surely, sir, I 
would -rather have taken you for a profane 
malignatit than for s^ch a. devout person as 
ycm prove, who reverences the great Master 
even in the meanest of his servants." 

*< It is always my custom to do so, leaJ*n- 
ed sir," sUtawered Dalgetty ; <* for in the ser- 
vice of the immortal Gustavus-— but I de- 
tain you from your meditations"— his de- 
sire to speak of the King of Sweden being 
for once overpowered by the necessity of 
his circumstances. 

*« By no means, my worthy sir," said the 
clergyman. " What was, I pray you, the or- 
iler of that great Prince, whose memory is 
so dear to every Protestant bosom ? 

« Sir, the drums beat to prayers moming 
and evening, as regularly as for parade; and 
if a soldier passed without saluting the 

VOL. IV. t 
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chaplaii), hehiA an hour's ride c» the'woed^ 
en mare for his pains. Sir, I wish yott ^a 
very good efvefting— I am obliged to depart 
the cattle under M^Callimi Morcf^ ^paoi- 
port , ^: 

* « Stay one instbnt, sir,^' said the pr^adhei^ 
^ is there nothing I can do! to testify mf 
respect for the pupil 6f the g^eat Goatatwii 
and so admirable a judge of preachii%^' ' 

<^ Nothing, sir/f said the Capt^ini «« im/t 
to shew me the nearest way to the gate — 
and if you would have thekitklitess," he add^ 
ed with great effrontery, ** to let a kerviMt 
bring my horse with him, the dark §rey 
gelding-^call him Gustavus^ tod he^ wiU 
{>rick up his ears — for I know not where the 
castle stables are situated, and my gmde,-' 
he added, looking at Ranald, *^ speaka no 
English;'* 

' ^< I hasten to accommodate you,"* said tte 
clergyman ; " your way lies through thiri; 
cloistered passage." 

•« Now heaven's blessing upon your vss^ 
•nity V said the Captain to iumself ** I was 

11 


^^f^id/I w«^]4. have had tataitrcfa off with- 

. rjii^cti eo effefitually did the chaplain 
^e»^t .hifliseif;!!! behitf* of so excellent a 
judge of compositiony that while Daigetty 
,¥lMc|^uijfiQg^mtb the Qeatinels at the draw- 
'httdg^ ijbewiilgihia passport, axid givmg the 
.«ttleh*)Worti> a aervaat A)rougbt him his 
bor^» ready saddled for the journey. In 
*wy' othier place, the Captain wddenly ap- 
pMSWg at large after having been publicly 
MSit 4o prison, might have excited suspicion 
cwid )eit<|uiry ; but the officers and domes- 
^Ijeikc^ the Marquis were accustomed to the 
iu^f^^ssnom poUcyof their mastefi and never 
is«p]^Q0ed aught elae thaa diat he had been 
Utiartfted aod entrusted with some private 
cdmttiission by their master. In this belief, 
and having received the parole, they gave 
bim free passage. 

r Dalgetty* rode slowly through the town 
of Inverara, the outUw attending upon him 
^e> ft. foot-page at hk horse's shoulder. Aa 
^y passed the .gibbet^ the old man looked 
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on the bodies and wrung his hands. The 
look and gesture were momentary, but tXr 
pressi ve of indesc!ribable anguish. Instsat- 
ly recovering himseif, Rsmald, in passingt 
whispered somewhat to one of thefeRwteib 
who, like Rixpah the daughter of Aisah, 
seemed engaged in watehing and mourning 
the victims of feudal justice and cruelty. 
The woman started at his voice, but im- 
mediately collected herself, and returned 
for answer a slight inclinatton of ther litad. 
Dalgetty continued his way out of ^tlie 
town, unoertacn whether he should try Do 
seize or hire a boat and cross the lake^ or 
plunge into the woods and tfa^e coneeai 
himself from pursuit. In the foraMf e^etft 
he was liable to be instantly parsued4>y4iie 
galUes of the Marquis, which lay ready for 
sailing, their long yard-arms pointing to4be 
wind, and what hope could he have in ati 
ordinary Hi^kmd fisfaiRg-'boat to escape 
from them ? If he made the latter choice, his 
:chance either of supporting or conofab:^ 
himself in tbose waste anduidcnowa wilder- 


ntues vras in the highest degree precarious^ 
The town lay now behind him, yet what 
hand to tura to for safety he was unable to 
deternine, and began to be sensible, that in 
eacaptng ftom the dungeon at Inverara, he 
bad only accomplished the easiest part of a* 
difficult task. If retaken, his fate was now 
etrtaib; for.the personal injury he had ofier- 
ed to a man so powerful and so vindictive, 
omdd be ationfed for only by ins^tant deal^Ii. 
While he pondered these distressing reflec 
(tonst snd looked around with a counte- 
m«ce which plainly expressed indeci^on, 
Raasfcid MacEagh suddenly asked him 
•* wdUteh way he intended to journey ?" 

** Asd that, honest comrade," answered 
Qa^tty, ^ is preceesely the question which 
I cannot answer you-^truly I begin to hold 
the opmion, Ranald, that we had better 
have stuck by the brown loaf and water* 
pl^dier until Sir Duncan arrived, who, for 
Ms own hotiour, must have made-some fight 
.f40fme«** 

^ Saxon,** answered MacEagh^ ** do not 
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you regret having exchanged'^ the* ftol 
breath of yonder dimgeon for the free ai^ 
of heaven. Above all, repent^not that yoo' 
have served a Son of the Mist; Pat yiMf«» 
self under my guidance, and I wili warraM^ 
yotir safety with my head.** 

^ Can you guide me safe through thew^ 
mountains^ and back to the Urmy of Mcra*-^ 
trose?^ said Dalgttty. ' ^ ^> 

^ I can/* answered MacEagh') •^itblM^f' 
lives not a man to whom the mountain pass^ 
es, the caroms/ the gletvsithe thieit^Si^iid''* 
the corries are known, as tkiey aretd-flto! 
Children of the Mist. * While others OfMrl^ 
on the level ground, by the md^^ot t$lkeff' 
aird streams, ours are the ste^fp hblko^s'iof 
the inaccessible mountains, the birtb*placfe 
of' the desert springs. Not all the'bloorU 
hounds of Afgyle can trace the fastnesses 
through which I can guide you,** 

«« Say^ftt thou so, honest Ranald P'repfied ' 
Dalgetty ; ^«i then have on witfr thee, ^r «f' 
a surety I shall never save the ship l^^nff^' 
own pilotage*'' ^ ' 
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. . The outlaw accdrdingly led the way into 
tke wood by which the castle is surrouodw. 
ed for several mU/eB» walking with so much 
dmpSLtch as kept Gustavus at a round trot^ 
tipd takiiig such a number of cross cuts and 
turns, that Captain X)algetty speedily liosfi 
«U idea, where he cnigbt be, and ail know- 
ledge of the points oi (he compass» At 
length, the path, which had gradually, 
haaovie niore difficult; altogether ended 
among tbicketa and underwood. -Thei 
DMrtag of a toi:rent was heard in the neighs 
hourJiood, the ground became in some: 
places broken^ in othecd bo^y, and evefy* 
where unit £or riding. 

\.^ What the foul fieodi," said Dalgetty, 
M'is to be done here? I must part with 
QiistiMrufl, I fear/': 

; . ^ Take no care for youx horaie/' said the 
outlaw ; << he shsdl sooutbe restcMred to you.". 
As he spoke, he whistled in a Idw tone, 
Sttda lady haif dressed in tartan, half naked, 
having^only his own shaggy hair, tied with. 
a thong of leather^ to pmtect his bead and. 
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face ftom «un and weather, lean, and ha1& 
starved in aspect, bis wild grey eyes ap- 
pearing to fili up ten times the proportion 
usually allotted to them in the human face, 
crept out as a wild beast might have done 
Srom a thicket of brambles and briars. 

" Give your horse to the gillie," saiii- 
Ranald MacEagh j <^ your tife depends up* 
on it** ; • 

** Och ! och !** said the despairing vete- 
ran, ^< Eheu ! as we used to say at Mare-- 
schal College, must I leave ^Kistavus in 
such grooming ?" • ' 

" Are you frantic, to lose time Ihus ?** 
said his guide ; << do we stand oh friend'sr* 
ground, that you should part with your 
horse as if he were your brother i I teU you,* 
)^ou shall have him again ; but if you never 
saw the animal, is not life better than the 
best colt ever mare foaled P* 

« And that is true too, mine honest - 
friend," sighed Dalgetty ; «* yet if you 
knew but the value of Gustavus, and the^ 
things we two hare done and suffered^ <b« 
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felbn— «S(ee, he turns back to lode at me I 
•^be kind to himt ssy good breechless 
friend^aod. I will requite you well." So 
sayipg, aqd witbal sniffling a little to swal* 
Ipw hia grief, he turned from the hearts 
rei^iog spectacle .in order to follow hia 
gui4e. 

To. follow his guide was no easy matter, 
and soon required more agility than Captain 
Palgetty could master. The very first 
pluqge after he had parted from his char- 
ger, .carried him, with little assistance from 
^ few overhanging boughs, or projecting 
rootf of trees, eight foot ^beer down into 
the course. of a torrent, up which the Son 
of die Mist led the way. Huge stones, 
oy^ which they scrambled, thickets of 
thOFn and brambles, through which they 
had to. drag themselves, rocks which were 
to be climbed on the one side with much 
labour and pain, for- the purpose of an 
equally precarious descent upon the other ; 
all. these, and many such interruptions, 
wef^ surmounted by the li^ht-footed and 

y a 
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balf-mkM hmuBtaiiiMr i^hOk . an etob md^ 
velodty which excited the surptiae aiid 
envy of Captain Dalgetty, who, eneufiilMpi 
ed by his head^pkce, conAe^ and otber Ar-: 
BicMn*, hot to mention hi^ pondbroutl jairit* 
hoots, fimnd hrmsetf art length m mlKih «»^ 
bausted by fatigue, and the difficnltfwef 
the r<md, that he sate ddwii i;rpon a atime 
in order to recover his brealtK ^hilid he^^' 
{dained to Ranald MacEagh the dHKdeae^ 
betwixt travelling eapei^tus and ifnpeii^tti^i 
aa these two mititaiy pbirades vfete nnder^ 
stood at Maremhal Cdttege, AtiteMitot 
The sole answer of the mbnntafneeF WB»f<^ 
lay his hand on the soldier^s arm/ and pakk 
backward lathe direction of the wind. 0al- 
get^ ebuM spy nothing, for e^ning ittif 
clostng fast) and they w^e at the boftoni^^ 
a dark ravine. But he could distinctfylieaf 
at a distance the sullen toll o^a largA hel)^^ 

«< That;* said he, «« muet be the altfttK^ 
the storm-clock, as the Germahs caDriti^ 

^ It strikes the hour of yoor death,*^ «tf» 
swered Rana'Mr ^^rnktes^yba bad aceoiiK 


pmy me a Mttle iiurther. Fot every toUof 
tiMi IwUt a brai^ itatt has yielded up^ his 

- ^ IViilyr Raiuild, my trasty friend/' said 
BMgetty, M I will not deny that the case 
any be scMHi mine own ; &r I am. so $ir«* 
fpueheiiy (betngt as I explained ito you» tm- 
pitHtfi^ fotbBdibeeResqi)edilu9, 1 mind not 
pede8tmQ-€xercis6 die flourish^ of a fife)» 
tiiat I think I had MtMr ensconce myself in 
imo of these bushes, and even lie quiet there 
to. abide whi^ fortoae Gc^d shall send me. 
I^oMffi^ yoifty Hanald,* to j^hift for yomsalf* 
sMilOBve «ie to my fortune, as the lion, 
of J^e- Nofthy tbe: lE&mortal . Gustavus 
AdMpbus, my iBever-to>*be- forgotten mas* 
tisF^ (whom' you afmst surely have^heard ei'^ 
KaaoM^ ilioife^ yoti msry have beard ^of no 
(toe else)i said to> Fr sutcis Albesty Duice ot 
Stoe^Ksueabnt ^ wh£n» he vms^ inoi^talLy^ 
woufided on the plains oS iMtzetu Either 
despair altogether of my safety, Ranald^ 
stenyjf ^i^ have<teea » as- gwat ptncbea a» 
tbi» m €tepmany>--iiKyre- espeoisdByt Lwi^ 
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X. 

member me, that at thehbd bMttleof NesiMr 
gen-p-afler which I cbao^d servke'^-rHNpi. , 

^^ If you would save your father's BdQ'is» 
breath to help his child. but of* trolihIe» m^ 
stead of wasting it upon the tiates of SeteK- 
Bachies/' said Ranaldt who now tunied im^ 
patient of the Captain's loqpmoity, '< or. if; 
yoiir &et could travel as &tt us yoor. 
tongue,, you might yet lay ymir -hiead.aim. 
an unbloody )fpiUow to- night'' . . i. > 

^* Something there. is like militaiy sk^ 
in thiat»" replied tbe Captain, «^.«kb4Mig|^ 
wantonly and irreverently spckfiik to Mt«f.t 
ficer of rank* But I held it good .to puk^ 
don such freedoms on:a marcht ia. respect 
of tte Satomalian licence indulged in swlpi 
cases to the troops of all loations. A|i4 
nm7t resume thine oUc^, friMvi lUmR)4> ip 
respect I am welt-brea^d}.or» to be move 
plain, Ipraei 9eq%uir^ as we used to say ^at* 
Maresfchal CoUege.'' 

Comprehending his meaning rvthef^froai 
his motions than his laoguagOi the Son ef the. 
M«&t again led the way, with mi weniiig 

S 
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pwciuoa diat looked Hke iostinct^through 
a. variety of ground the most difficult and 
bcoken that could well be imagined. Drag, 
g^ along hia ponderous boots^ encumber- 
ed with tiiig^-piecesi gauntlets^ corslety and 
bMk-pieoe^ not. to mention the buff jerkin 
which be wore under all these arms, talk- 
ing of lus former exploits the whole way, 
though .Ranald • paid not the slightest at. 
tention to.him, Captfun Dalgetty contrl'- 
▼ed to f^^llow his guide a .oonsiderable way 
fwllNar, when the deep-mouthed baying of 
a^Ii^oiind was heard omnmg down the wind» 
ai.if opening, on the scent of its prey. 
( ^ Black hound," said Ranald, ^' whose 
ttif o|U never boded good to a Child of the 
Maiit, ill fortune to her who littered thee ! 
haat thou already found our trace? But 
t^MNi art too late, swart hound of darkness, 
and the deer has gained the herd.** 

So saying, he whistled very softly, and 
W«i answered in a tone equally low irom 
the U^ of a. pass, up which they had for 
sQpie time been ascending. Mending their 
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ptce, they reMbed the top^ where the momH 
wUeh had now rkien^ brigb€ and clear, ab#w^ 
ed to Dalgetfy a party of ten or twdii^ 
HigUanders, and about as many women^ 
and children^ by whom Ranidd MaeEa^ 
was received with sach' transpoi^ ^J^yi 
at made his oompanion eaafy s^iUHtyk^ 
that those by whrnn. he was sun^oundltd^ 
must of course be CbiUteea of ^e 'Ifirt;' 
The place which they occupied wdl -suited^' 
dietr name and habits. It was a beell^i^ 
crag» round whteh winded a very nanpow! 
and broken foot-pathv commanded In vari^ 
ous plaoM l^ the position whidb they helill' 
Raaiald qpol» anxiously and hastily' to 
die children^ hk tribe, and the men came* 
one by one ta shake hands with IMgetl^ 
while the wom6R» clamorous in their gratis 
tilde, pressed ronnd to Idas even ^e* he» 
of his garmeaC •^- 

i ^ They t>%ht their faiih to you," said 
BMfald MaeEagh, <« for requital of- 4be 

gooddeed you have done to.the^tribe^tllM^ 
day. 


•> 
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«« EiiM^h said, Randdt'' an9werod the 
soMier, <« enough Mid*— tell them I loye" 
Mttirii shakiiig of bMidt— it confuses raiikst 
and degrees in militapj service f and as t& 
kissing of gauntlets, puldrons, and the like,* 
I i^itinembtt that thef immdrtal Gustayus, as 
k« rode through ^ streets of Nuremberg 
heitig thus worshipped by the populace, 
(being doubdess &r more worthy of it than 
a poor though honourable cavalier like my.' 
8^,) did say unto them, in tl|ie way of re- 
bidDe, *if you idolize me thiis like a god,' 
whii flSiali insure you that ther vengeance of 
Hesfveti will not soon prove me to be a mor^ 
tri?'<-*And soher^ I suppose you intend 
tb make a stand against your foUowersi 
Ranald— raft> a Dim^ as the Spaniard says 
-^ y€ty pretty potion — ^a» pretty a posi^^ 
tieh for a small pelaton of men as I have 
seen in my service — no enemy can come 
towards it by the road withoiit being at the . 
Hi&tcf oi cannon and mu^et. — But then, 
ftanald, my trusty comrarfe, you have ht/ 
teniion, I &re to aver, and I do not see 


thai; any ef th^se f«Uo^8 have wo^eti 
ei(b$r^ $p with what sirtiUery yptt pr^pcoj^ 
making good the pa^Si. before yaucom^rt^ 
hsM^A blows^ truly, Ranaldi it passetb m^ 
aj^sehensioD." 

** With, the. weapons and wjth the <^a|l« 
rage of our fathersi" said l^cEagbs aft^ 
made the Captain Abserve, that the men. of 
his party ^ere arme4 with hows and . «r« 
rows. , ,, 

<:VBows and arrows !" exclaimed Daig/^U 
ty *y 'Vha.! ba! ha !v have we Bob^i. Hgod 
and Little John back, again ? — Bows i^ 
arrofrs ! why, ,the sight has not bjefiq seei| 
in civilized war for an hundred years. Bowa> 
and arrows! and why not with we^v^rf,- 
beams, as in the days of Goliah ? That Du* 
gald Dalgetty, of Drumthwacket, should 
live to see men %ht with bows and arrows I 
*— The immortal Gustavus would never 
have believed it^-^nor Wallei^tein — nqf^ 
Butler— nor old Tilly.— Wdl, Rapald, ,a 
cat pan have but its daws— since bows afi^ 
arrows are the word, e'en let us make the 
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best of it^ — Oiily» as^ 1 do not uaderaiaod 
the scope and range of such old*fashk)ne4 
artiUeryi you must make the best disposi- 
tioa you can out of your own head } for my 
taking the command^ whilk I would have 
gladly done had you be^n to fight with 
aey chf istian weajppns, b out of the quesf 
tion when you are to combat like quivered 
Niifnidians* I willi however, play my par( 
with my pistols in the approaching meliay, 
in reject my carabine unhappily remains 
at : Gustavus's . saddle.— My service aiHl. 
tlianks to you/' he continued, addressing a 
mountaiueer who offered him a bow } *' Du- 
gald Dalgetty may say of himself^ as he 
learned at Mareschal College, 

, . Noo eget Mauri jaculis, neque arcU) 
Nee venenatis gravida sagittis 

Fusee, pharetra ; 

whilk is to say—" 

. Ranald M^Eagh a second time imposed 
sileutce on : the talkative oommander as be* 
forei hy puUing his sleeve* and pointing 


down the paw; The bay of tlie 
hound was now approaching nearer 'anib 
nearer^ and they could hear the' voioes oi 
seref al persons who aocompaniec^ die. mU 
Aal| and hallooed to each other as. th^ 
dispersed oecasiofiallyi eithef in 4he faum^ 
of tiieir advance, or in order to search fnom 
aecnrately the thickets as^they came aiong# 
They SVere obviously drawing nearer Md 
nearer every moment. MacEa^^. in^-tb^ 
iliean time» proposed to Captain Dalgett^^ 
to disencumber himself of his armour, and 
gaice him t6 understand that the womett 
should transport it to a place of safety* >'^< 
** I crave your pardon, sir,*' said Dalgetrf 
ty^ << such is not the rule of our foreign ^ser- 
vice; in respect I remember the reglmei^ 
of Finland Cuirassiers repripaanded, and 
their kettle-drums taken from them by the 
immortal Gustavus, because they had assu^ 
med the permission to mardi withotrt th^ 
condets, and to leave them with the bag^ 
gage. Neither did they strike kettle dm9i» 
again at; the head of -that famous^ r^poKSft 


uMi they bdiavad 'tkem^eWea so- notably ^ 
at the field of L«eip9ic j a leaBon whUk is 
aot til befof^otten, any more tbim that ex- 
d^muti^n of the iiDmoital Otistavus, < Now 
stall I know if my officer love me by their ^ 
poxAAgon tlieir armour}- since if my officers 
snifa^u, :i»iio:^iaii lead my soldiers^ unto 
ftctoiy f Nevertheless, friend Ranald, thk ' 
Si 'without prejudice to my being rid of 

■ 

diese somewhat heavy boots,, providing I* 
aoi obtsdn ^aAjr other sac<mlaiieum ; for i 
fsresame not to sfty th»k;my baire soles iire^ 
ftstlfied 8D( As to^ endiire the flints and* 
thixnis^ m seems to be the case with your 
fbUimers;** 

^^i33^;i3d tiie Captttn of his cuitibtous^ 
|Miea?eS5 and' caae his £eet in a pair c^ 
bvogues' made out of deef-skin, which a - 
fi^hlander stripped off fbr his accofntnow ' 
dWioD,. was the work of a mtmite, and Dal^ 
gttty ibund hioiseif much lightened by'the ' 
eMhange^r ^ He was in the aet'of recom*'' 
itfen^ng to Ranald MneBsfghi to send two^ 
ofr tinto of his foUowers a little lower tofd^^ - 
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c^Q^e the piHM^ and »t the name UiMi^ 
ti^newhftt to extend his front, plaekig twn- 
det^fcbed arcfaera at each flank by way of 
pp^tp of obseryadon* when the n&^cTjMi 
the hound apprized them that the pursum 
vrere at the bottom, of the pass. AIL waa 
then dead silence, for, loquacioiis as he: was 
(W othei^ occasions, Captain Dalgetty Iranr 
well the necessity of an ; ambush keeping 
itself under co!ireft# ... - "f 

The moon gleamed on* the broken patfa^ 
way, and on the: psojecting« cli& of rook 
rpund which it winded,its light intercepted 
here and th^^ by the branches^ of baakea 
and dwarf trees, which finding nonririinseiH 
in the crevice of thexneks, in some placet 
ov^r^aded the brow and ledge of the preoi^ 
p|c9». Below, a thick copse^wood lagr in 
d^ep and dark shadow, somewhat sesesfr* 
b^ng tl^biUows of a. half seen ocean. Frooa 
tjbe,bo8ow of that darkness^ and close to 
tb^ b9ttom of the precipice, the hound 
^las > h^rd at. intieryals baying^ fearfoUfy 
WHmds which were . redoubled by tfat 


^edioes of the woods and rocks around. At 
intervals, tikese sunk into deep silence, in« 
terrupted only by the {flashing noise of a 
anall runnel of wat«? which partly fell from 
the rock» partly found a more silent passage 
to the bottom along its projecting surface. 
Voices of men were also heard in stifled 
eoftverse below ; it seemed as if the purso- 
era had not discovered the narrow path 
which led to the top of the rock, or that, 
banrsngdisoovered it, the peril of the ascent, 
^eed to the imperfect lig^t, and the un* 
oertoioiy wbetbeFitmightnotbe defended, 
made them hesitate to attempt rt. 
;/ (At length a shadowy figure was seen, which 
raised itself up from the abyss of darkness 
betow, and, emerging into the pale moon* 
light, began cautiously and slowly to ascend 
the rocky path. The outline was so dis* 
ipBctly marked, diat Captain DalgettyoouUi 
discover not only the person of the High- 
4ander, but the long gun which he carried 
m his hand, and the pkime of feathem 
trfaich decorated his bonnet. ^ Tauiend 
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teifleu ! that I sfaduld "riajsOy-Bfad so itteto 

4be near my latter end,'' ejacalated tbe Q$b^* 

tain» but under his breatfaf, *^^ whfat "witt b*- 

conik of Us, now they have brought 'mm- 

'quetry to encounter our archers 7^ : ^ 

But just as tiie pursuer had attached ti 

' projecting^ piebe of rock about half«wi^iip 

the asceht, and, pausing, made a signal for 

those who were still at the bottom to fbUow 

.him, an a:rrow "Whistled from the bow of dae 

of die Children of the Mist, and trahsfisud 

him with so fatal a wound, that witboiit n 

single effiyrt to save himself he lost bis ba- 

laace, and fell headlong from the diBPon 

tirhich he stood into the darkness befoWt 

The crash of the boughs which recdVed 

him, and the heavy sound of his fail from 

thence to the ground, was followed by ti ciy 

of horror and surprise, which burrt fr<nn 

Ms followers. The Children of the Mist, 

encouraged in proportion to the alarm fiSd 

first success had caused among the * purad* 

ers, echoed back the clamour with a loud 

and sbtili yell of exultation, and^ shewing 
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tk»mslve% oa the brow of the precipieOy 
mlii.wild cxies and vindictive gesturei^ 
wd^avoured to impress on their enemies a 
SQnse at once of their courage, their num^ 
bers, and their state of defence. £vea 
£«pt^n Dalgetty's military prudence did 
iaat prevent bis jising up and calling out to 
JEtaflaJd more loud than prudence warrant- 
ed^ ^* Caroccfh comrade, as the- Spaniard 
^yB ! . The long bow for ever ! In my poor 
apforehensipn no w^ were you to order a file 
^o advance and take position--— -" 
- M .The Sassenach !!' cried a voice from ber 
neatht ^^ mark.the Sassenach sidier ! I see the 
^ttet of his breast-plate/' At the same time 
tluee. muskets were discharged ; and while 
9fte: ball rattled against the corslet of proo^ 
40 the strength i^ which, our valiant Gap tain 
had been more than onceindebtedfor his life» 
^iBother penetrated the armour which co- 
a^med the front of his left thighi and stretclv 
ed. him on the groond. Ranald instantly 
s^ed hi|n in his arms and bore him back 
from the edge of the precipice, while he 
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dolefully, ejaculated, <vl always told tbeivi* 
mortal Guatavus, Wallensteia, Tillj, apd 
other men of the sword, that in my po«r 
ttiind, taslets ou^t to be loade fininl^ 
prodf." ^ 

• With two or tlnree earnest words in Crae* 
lie, MacEagh comtnended the wouoded 
man to the charge of the females, who 
were in the rear of his Kttie party, and was 
then about to return to the contest, firnt 
Dalgetty detained him, grasping a %|a 
bold of his p]aid«— << I know not how this 
tYiatter may end — but I request you will in- 
form Montrose^ that I died like a fUkii«sr 
of the immortal Gustavus — and I prayycHl^ 
take heed how you quit your pseseftt 
strength, even for the purpose of pursuMig 
tlie enemy, if you gain any advantage * ■ 
and — and" > 

Here Dalgetty's breath and eye-sight be- 
gan-to fail him through loss of blood, ^dmi 
MacEagh, availing .himself of this ciccufli^ 
stance, extricated from his grasp the ^aad 
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i>f his own mantle, and substituted that of a 
Ibtnale, by which the Captain held stoutly, 
thereby securing, as be conceived, the out- 
law's attenttdn to the military instructions 
which he continued to pour forth while he 
bad any breath to utter them, though they 
became gradually more and more incoherent 
— " and, comrade, you will be sure to keep 
your musqueteers in advance of your stand 
of pikes, Lochaber-axes, and two handed 
swords — Stand fast, dragoons, on the left 
-flank! — where was I?— Aye, and, Ranald, if 
ye be minded to retreat, leave some light- 
ed matches burning on the branches of the 
trees^ — ^it shews as if they were lined with 
«hot— but I forget — ye have no match- 
iocks nor habergeons — only bows and 'ar» 
rows — ^bows and arrows ! ha ! ha ! ha !'* 

Here the Captain sunk back in an exhaust- 
ed condition, altogether unable to resist the 
sense of the ludicrous with the idea of these 
ancient weapons of war. It was a long time 
ere he recovered his senses ; and in the 
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mean time, we leave bim ia the care of thit 
Daughters of the Miet ; nuriseR a^,kind and 
attentive in reality, as they were wild and 
uncouth in outwaid appearance* 


J 


A UOSMO or MOMTaOSB. 147 


CHAPTER VII. 

Bat if no faithless action stain 

Thy true and constant word, 
I'll maka thee famooa by my pen. 

And glorious by my sword. 

I'll senre thee in bucfa noble ways 
As ne^er were known before ; 
* I'll deck and crown thy head with bay^. 
And 2ove thee more and more. 

MoHTBoas's Lme», 

« 

We must now leave, with whatever re- 
gret, the valiant Captain Dalgetty to reco- 
ver of his wounds, or otherwise, as fate shall 
determine, in order briefly to trace the mi- 
litary operations of Montrose, worthy as 
they are of a more important page, and a 
better historian* By the assistanee of the 
chieftains whom we have commemorated, 
and more especially by the junction of the 
Murrays, Stewarts, and other clans of Atbo^ 
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» 

which were peculiarly zealous in the roys^ 
cause» he soon assembled an army of two of 
three thousand Highlanders, to whom he 
successfully united the Irish under Colkit* 
to* This last leader, who, to the great embar- 
rassment of Milton's commentators, is com- 
memorated in one of that great poet's son- 
nets,* was properly named Alister, or AU 


-*«> 


* Milton's baok^ entitled Tetrftchordon, had been ridi- 
culed, U would seem, by the diviaeaiissetnbled at West- 
minster, andr others^ on account of the baiidliess of the 
title ; and Milton m hiK sonoet retaliates upon the baiw 
barous Sc^tSdi names which the Civil War had made 

familiar to English ears >^ 

- ' . • 

».i . i , . ■ • wjrr^is.it harder, sirs, than Gordon, 

Colkittp, or McDonald, or Gallasp, 

These rugged names to our like mouths grow sleek, 

Tliat would have made Quintilian stare and gasp. . 

^' We may suppose/' says Bishop Newton« 'Uhat these 
were p^rsoiltf of note among the Scotch ministers^ who 
were for pressing and enforcing the covenant ;" whereas 
Miltpn^Qply int^ds taricUcale the barbarism of Scottish 
names in, general^ and quotes, indiscriminately; that 'of 
Gillespie- one of the Apostles of the Covenant^ and 
thosS of Colkitto and M*Donnel, (both belonging to one 
Derson) oneofits bitterest enemies. 
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^xander M^DonneH/by birth a Scottish 
islesman, and related to the Earl of An- 
trim, to whose patronage he awed thfe 
command assigned to him in the Irish 
troops* In many respects he . merited 
this distincUon* He was. brave to intre- 
pidit)^ and almost to insensibility ; very 
stroi^ and active in person» completely 
master of his weapons, and always ready to 
shew the example in the extremity of dan- 
ger* > To (iounterbalance these good qua<- 
IhdeBf it must be recorded that he was indx. 
perientedin military tactics, and of a jealous 
and presumptucws disposition, which often 
lost to 'Montrose the fruits of Colkitto's gal* 
]antry« Yet such is the predominance of 
outward personal qualities ib the eyes of a 
wild people, that the feats of . strength and 
coijtrage shewn by this champion, seem to 
have made a stronger impression upon the 
minds of the Highlanders^ than the military 
skill and chivalrous spirit of the great Mar- 
quis of Montrose. Numerous traditions are 


'mt»t 
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Still preserved in the Highland glens con- 
cerning Alister M'DonneU though the 
name of Montrose is rarely mentioned 
among them. 

The point upon which Moiitrose finally 
asseqabled his little army, was in Strath, 
earn, on the verge of the Highlands of 
Perthshire, so as to menace the principal 
town of that county. 

His enemies were not unprepared for his 
reception. Argyle, at the head of his 
Highlanders, was dogging the steps of the 
Irish from the we^t to the east, and by force^ 
fear, or influence, had collected an army 
nearly sufficient to have given battle to that 
under Montrose. The Low Countries were 
also prepared, for reasons jvhich we assign- 
ed at the beginning of this tale. A body 
of six thousand,^infantry, and six or seven 
thousand cavalry, which profanely assumed 
the title of God's army, had been hastily 
assembled from the shires of Fife, Angus, 
Perth, Stirling, and the neighbouring coun- 
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ties. A much less force in former timesy 
nay even in the ]^eoeding reign, would 
hove been sufficient to have secured the 
Low Countries against a more formidable 
descent of Highlanders, than those united 
under Montrose ; but times had changed 
f^angelj within the last half century. 
Before that period, the Lowlanders were as 
constantly engaged in war as the mountain- 
eers^ and were incomparably better disci- 
plined and armed. The favourite Scottisli 

• 

order of battle somewhat resembled the 
Macedonian phalanx. Their infantry form- 
ed a compact body, armed with long spears, 
impenetrable eves to the men-at-arms of the 
age) thoVigh well mounted, and arrayed in 
complete proof. It may easily be conceived, 
therefore, that their ranks could not be 
broken by the disorderly charge of infantry 
armed only with swdrds, and ill furnished 

% with missile weapons, and having no artil- 
lery whatever. This habit of fight was in 
a great measure chaiiged by the introduc- 

jr tion of musquets in%the Scottish Lowland 


H 


service, which hot bdng as yet:c6iDhm6d 
Mrith the bayonet, was a formidable weapon 
at a distance, buCgave no alssurance ttgatnst 
the enem^ who rushed on to clo9e quairterft* 
The pike, indeed, was not wh<>Ily disused in 
the Scottish army;: but it was no longer 
the favourite weapon, nor Wa3 it relied up- 
on as formerly by those in whoise ha^fls 
it was placed, in so much that Daniel Lup- 
ton, a tactici&n of the day, has written a 
bool^ expressly 4ipon the superiority of.tiie 
mfu^iiet* ' This change commenced as ear- 
ly as the wars of Gustavus and Adolphus, 
whose marches were made with such rapi- 
dity, that the pike was j^ery soon thrown 
aside and exchanged for fire-arms« A cir- 
cumstance which necessarily accoiQpanied 
this 'Change, as well as the estahlishmeat 
of standing armies, whereby war be^me 
a trade, ^as the introduction of a labo- 
rious and complicated system^of discipHne, 
combining a vai*iety of words of commftnd 
with corresponding operations and mn- 
noeuvrei^ the neglect of any oae of which 
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MiBB sure to throw the nrhole into confusion* 
War» tfaerefore* as pnictised among most 
nations of Europe, bad assumed much morci 
than. formerly the character of a profession 
QT m])r8tery, to which previous practice and 
experience ,were indispensible requisitesv 
Such was the natural co^sequenpe of stand- 
isg^armies^ which, had .almost every where* 
and. pfu:ticularly in ithe long German wars» 
superseded, what ipay be ca^Cjd the natural 
discipUne of tha feudal militia. 

The Scotch Lowland militia, therefore, 
labQiuped under a<doi)ble.disa.d vantage when 
iopposed to, Highlanders* They were dir 
vested of the spear, s^ weapop which, in the 
hands of their ancestors, had so often re- 
•pelled the impetuous amults of .|;he moun* 
taineers.} and they were subjected to a new 
and complicated species of discipline, well 
adapM^ perhaps, to the use of regular 
tiropps, who* could be gendered completely 
\mast$rs of it, hut tending only to confuse 

• • • • ^ 

(the ranks of citisen-^soldiers, by whom it 
•jwas jarely practised, and imperfectly un- 

6 2 
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derstood. So m^ch baa been done in imr 
own time in bringing bftck tactics^ to their 
first principles, and in getting rid of the 
pedantry of war» that it is easy for vm to 
estimate the disadf^antages under which a 
half- trained militia laboured, who were 
taught to consider success as depending 
upon their exercising with preduon a sys- 
tem of tactics, which they probaUy only 
so far comprehended as to find out when 
they were wrong, but without the power of 
getting right again. Neither can it be de- 
nied, that, in the material points of military 
habit and warlike spirit, the Lowlanders of 
the seventeenth centuiy had sunk far be- 
neath their Highland countrymen. 

From the earliest period down to the 
union of the crowns, the whole kingdom 
of Scotland, Lowlands as- well as Higiju 
lands, had been the constant scene of war> 
foreign and domestic ; and diere was pro- 
bably scarce one of its hafdy inhabitants, 
between the age of sixteen and sixty, who 
was not as willing in point of fact, as be 
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was IHeraHy bound in law, to assume arms 
at the first call of his liege lord, or of i 
royal proclamation. The law remained 
the same in sixteen hundred and forty-five 
as a hundred years before, but the race of 
those {subjected to it had been bred up tin* 
der very difibrent iedings. They had sat 
in quiet under their vine and under their 
fig-tree, and a call ta battie itivolved a 
change of life as new as it was disagree- 
able. Such of them, also, who lived neat 
unto the Highlands, were in continual and 
disadvantageous contact with the restless 
inhabitants of those mountains, by whom 
their cattle were driven off, their dwellings 
plundered, and their persons ihsulted, and 
who had acquired over them that sort of 
superiority arising from a constant system 
of aggression. The Lowlanders, who Uy 
more remote and out of reach of those 4^ 
predations, were influenced by the e5tog- 
gerated reports circulated concerning the 
H%hlanders, whom, as totally dlflfering m 


laws, language, «ad irew,, thej ^rore.iii. 
du<:ed to r^ard as a nation of 8avage«^ 
equally void of fear and of humanUj^. 
These various prepoB^wons, joimd ta 
the less wwlike . habits of the JLowlap4« 
ers, and Iheir irtiperfect knowl^dgpe ^f tho <" 
ne.w and compUoated system of disc^linft 
for which they iiad exchanged their i9j«tii% 
ral mode of %hUng, placed them at gre^ 
disadvantage when opposed, to the High- 
lander in the field of.battl^ The moH% 
taineers, on the contrary, \^i th » the. ua» 
and courage of their fathers, |>ossessed alsi^ 
their simple and natucsal-systenvof tactic% 
and bore doyifn ^ith the fuUejBt ^sonfi^enoe 
upon an ieneB^y, to ^hom apy thing- th^ 
bad been taught of discipline . was, lU^ k 
Saul's aroiour ilpon Bavid, a hinderanq^ 1| 
rather than an j^p^ «< because tiiey ha4 
not proved it" ' . ,.-. ^ 

It was with meh ditadvantages on tliy^ 
Offte side, and such advantages, on the other 
to counterbalance the difl^enc£i of fsqi)^. 
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M>r mimbers afid the pfesenoe of artil:^ 
1^7 uDd cavalry^ that Montrose , encoun^ 
tered' the armjf of Lord Hcbo upon the 
field of Tipperiquin. The preabyteri^tn 
clergy « had nbt been wanting in their e£. 
forts to rouse the spirit of their followers j 
asd'one of theiS) ni^iiarangued the troop9 
on the wry day ofbattle^ hesitated not to 
say, that even God spdfie -by bis mouth, 
aiK^ be promiscjd theBri, in his name, that 
day a great and assured victory. '■ The ca* 
valry and aHiUery wisre alao reckoned sure 
warrants of success, as the novelty of their 
afttaok^had upmt former occasions been very 
diK00tSLgir^ to Highlanders. Tlie place of 
meetidg was aof^pen heath, and tJie:ground 
afiifrded little advantage to either par4;y, 
eiscept that it allowed the horse of the Co- 
venanters to act with e^Tect. 

A battle, upon which so much dq>end^ 
ed, was never more easily decided. The 
Lowland cavalry made the ^appearance of 
barging j but, whether thrown intodisor- 
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^er by the fire of musketry, or deterred 1^ 
a disaffection ta the service sftid to have 
prevailed among the gentlemen, they made 
no impression whatever, and recoiled in 
disorder from ranks which had neitiher 
bayonets nor pikes to protect them. Mont* 
rose 9aw, and instantly avtiiled him«elf «f 
this advantage. He ordered hid whote 
army to charge, which they performed wiHi 
the wild and desperate valoinf pecoHar to 
the Highlanders. One officer df ^e Cave<^ 
nanters alone, trained ih the Italian vmrsj 
made a desperate defimce upon the right 
wing. Jn every othfer point their line wa« 
penetrated at the first onset ; and this ad^ 
vantage once dbtaiiied, the Lowland^! 
were utterly unable to contend at dtose 
quarters with their more agile and athtetie 
enemies^ Many were slain on the fieiA, 
and such a number in the pursuit, that 
above one- third of the Covienianters were 
reported to have fallen, in which number, 
however, must be computed a great many 
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fftft burgesses who broke their wmd in the 
ffighti and thus died without stroke of 
sword.^ 

The viotors obtaioed possession of Per th« 
and obtained considersble sums of money, 
as well as aftiple supplies of arms and am- 
munition. But these advantages were to 
be balanoed against an almost insurmount* 
idile inconvenience that uniformly attended 
i» HigUwd army. The dans could be in no 
respect induced to consider themselves as 
regular soldiers, or to act as such. £ven so 
kte sis the year 1745-^ when the Chevalier 
Charles Edward, by way of making an ex* 
ample, caused shoot a soldier for desertion, 
the Highlanders, who composed his army, 
ip^te aflfected as much by indignation as by 
#|ear. They could not conceive any prin* 

* We chose to quote our aatharky to a faet so 

i^gular : " A great many burgesses were killed— 

twenty-five householders in St Andrews— many wwe ^ 
bursten in the flight, and died without stroke,"— ^ee * 
Baillie's Leitersy vd. IL page 92, 
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oiple of justice tipon which a maii;'s life 
OQuId be taken,: foi: merely .going hatn§^, 
when it did not suit him to remain longer, 
with the army» Such hadbeeQ^the qni- 
form 'practice of their fathers. Wh^n % 
battle was over, the campaign was, iq tl^ir. 
c^inio^ ended i. If it was lost, th^y sought; 
safety 4a tl^eir mountainih- »if won^^ they re^. 
turned there to. secure thdjr.bopty*. At: 
ether seasons they had their catjtle to lool^^ 
after,. their harvestsr.to sow or ref^, wittu^ 
out which, their families would, have pe-^ 
rtsbed. for waot. lo either, case,; ,!^tr^ 
was an end of their services for the time ^ 
and though they were easily eno|igh re/^ 
called by the prospect of fresh ^ven^ 
tares and more plunder, yet the qpporUv 
nity of success was, in the n(i^s|x^ipe, lojst^^ 
and could not afterwards be recovered. 
This circumstance serves to shew, even if 
liistory had hot made us acquainted with 
the same fact, that the Highlanders had 
never been accustomed to niake war with 
the view of permanent conquest, but only 
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with the hope of 'deriving temporary ad* 
vantage; It also explains the reason why 
Montrose, ^ith all his splendid successes, 
never obtained any secure or permanent 
footing in the Low Countries, and why 
even -thc^se Lowland noUemen and gentle- 
men -who were inclined to the royal cause 
shewed diffidence and reluctance to join an 
army of a character so desultory and irre« 
gular, as might Idad them at all times Co 
apprehend that the Highlanders, securing 
themselves by a retreat to their mountaina, 
would leave whatever. Lowlanders might 
have joined them to the mercy of an of- 
fended and predominant enemy. The same 
consideration will serve to account for the 
sudden marches which Montrose, was ob- 
liged .to undertake, in order to recruit his 
army in the mountains, and for the rapid 
changes of fortune, by which we often find 
him obliged to retreat from before those 
enemies over whom he had recently been 
victorioii^. If there shduld be any who 
jread these tales for any further pqfposp 
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than tiiat of immediate amusement, they 
will find theae remarks not unworthy of 
theif recollection. 

It was owing to such causes^ the slacks- 
ness of the Lowland loyalists and the tem* 
{M>mry desertion of his Highland folio wars, 
that Montrose found himself, even after the 
decisive victc^y of Tippermuir, m no con- 
dition to fyce the second army with which 
Argyle advanced upon him from the west<- 
ward. In this emergency^ supplying by 
velocity the want of strength, he moved 
suddenly ff om Perth to Pundee, md beiiarg 
refused reception into that town, fellnorth* 
ward upon Aberdeen, where he expected 
to be joined by the Gordons and other 
loyalists. But the zeal of these gentlemen 
was, for the time, efifectually bridled by a 
large body of Covenanters, commanded by 
the Lord Burleigh, and supposed to amouilt 
to three thousand men. These Montrose 
boldly attacked with half their number* 
The battle was fought under the yfalh of 
the city, and the resolute valour of H^llh { 
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rose's followers was again saecessfiil agaimt 
every disadvantage. 

But it was the &te of this great com- 
mander always to gain the glory, but sel- 
dom the fruits of victory. He had scarce- 
ly time to repose his small army in Aber* 
deen ere he foimdi on the one hand, that 
the Gordons were likely to be deterred 
from joining himi by the reasons we have 
mentioned, with some others peculiar to 
their chief, the Marquis of Huntly. On 
the other hand, ^rgyle, whose forces had 
been augmented l)y |hose of several I^w- 
land noblemen, advai&ced towards Montrose 
atj^he head of an al*my much larger than 
he hadryet had to cope with. These troops 
moved, indeed,, with slowness, correspond- 
ing to the cautious character of their com- 
mander; but that very caution rendered 
Argyle's approach formidable, since his 
very advance implied, that he was at the 
head of an army irresistibly superior. 

Hierie remained one mode of retreat open 
to Montrose, and he adopted it. He threw 
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himself into the Highhtnds, where he eoirid 
-set pursuit at defiance, and where he was 
sure, in every glen, to recover those re* 
crui^s who;had led. his standard to deppsifc 
thjsir booly 19 tbeir native fastnesses. . It 
WM thua that the singi^t charaQter of the 
army which Montro^ 0oiQinamled» \yhile^ 
on the 4>ne i^^nd; it Tendered his victory 
in some degree nugatory^, enabled hiiH) on 
tiie other, undar the most disadvantageous 
circumstances, to ^qiure hi$ retreat, reccuit 
his forces, and render himself more formi* 
dablethan ever to the eiiemy before whom 
he had lately been unable to make a stanci. 
Upon the present occasion he threw hip- 
self into Bfidepoch, and rapidly tM^uersing 
that district, as well as the ne^gh^bouring 
country of AthoU, he alarmed the Cove- 
nanters by successive attacks upon variolas 
unexpected points, and spread sqch gen^- . 
ral dismay, that repeated orders ^ere tiijk 
patched by the Parliament to Argyle, the(r 
commander, to engage and disperse Mon* 
lro9e at all rates. ^ 
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' These comvasandA from hU supeciorft 
fieither suited the haughty spirit, nor the 
temporising and cai»tiaiJ8 policy, of the n^ 

blemantowbom they were addroMCd. He 
paid, ac(:ordinglyi ho regard to. tibem, but 
limited h^ efforts to intrigues among Mon« 
tTQse's few Lowland followers, many of 
whom had become disgusted with the pro* 
spect of a I^i^land . campaigi^ whiek ex* 
posed their persons to intolecable fatsguet 
and left their estates at the. Covenanters' 
mercy. Accordingly^ several of them left 
Montrose's camp at this period. He. was 
joined^ however, by. a body of forces of 
more congenial spirit, and far better adapt- 
ed^ the situation in which he found hiui- 
self. Tliis reinforcement consisted of a 
large body of Highlanders, whom Colkit- 
to, dispatched for that purpose, had levied 
in Argyleshire. Among the most distin- 
guished was John of Moidart, called the 
Captain of Clan Ranald, with the Steuarts 
of Alpip, the Clan Gregor, the Clan M*- 
Najb, and other tribes of inferior distinc* 
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tiOD. By these meant, Montrose's army was 
so formidably increased, that Argyie cared 
no longer to remmi in the command of 
that opposed to him, but returned to Edin* 
burgh, and there threw up his commis- 
sion,, undor pretence that bis army was not 
supplied with reinforcements and provi- 
sions in the manner in which they ought 
to have been* JEVom thence the- Marquis 
returned to Inverara, there, in foil security, 
to govern bis foudal vassals, and patriarchal 
followers, and to repose himself in safoty 
on the faith of the Clan proverb already 
quoted-^** It is a far cry to Lochow." 
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CHAPTEtt VIII. 

Sach mountains st^p, such craggy hois 
Hi8 amy on one aide in<slo8f ; 

The other side, great griesly gills 
Did fence with fenny mire and moss* 

Whicb^ when the Eail asderstoodt 
He council craved of captains a}}, 
' Who bade set forth with mournful mooc^ 
And take such fortuiie as would ftll. 

FkMen Field, an Ancient Pdemi 

Montrose had now a splendid career 
before him, provided he could obtain the 
consent of his gallant, but desultory troops, 
smd their independant chieftains. The 
Liow Countries lay open before him widi- 
out an army adequate to check his career, 
fm Argyle's followers had left the Cove^^ 
naaters' host, when dieir master threw up 
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his commission ; and many other troops, ti- 
red of the war, had taken the same oppor- 
tunity to disband themselves. By descend* 
ing Strath-Tay, therefore, one of the most 
convenient passes from the Highlands, 
Montrose had only to present himself ia 
the Low Countries, in order to rouse the 
slumbering spirit of chivalry and of loyal- 
ty which animated the gentlemen to the 
,north of £he Forth, The possession of these 
countries, with or without a victory, would 
put him in poi^session of a wealthy and fer- 
tile part of the kingdom, would enable 
him, by regular pay, to place his army on a 
more permstnent footing, to penetrate as 
far as the capital, perhaps from thence to 
the Border, where he deemed it possible to 
Communicate with the yet unsubdued forces 
of King Charles. 

Such was the plan of operations by which 
the truest glory was to be acquired, and 
the most important success insured for the 
royal cause. Accordingly it did not escape 
the ambitious and daring spirit of him 
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iRrhose services had already acquired him 
the title of the Great Marquis. But other 
motives actuated^nany of his followers, and 
perhaps were not without their secret and 
unacknowledged influence in his own bo- 
som. 

The western Chiefs in Montrose's army, 
almost to a man, regarded the Marquis of 
Argyle as the most direct and proper object 
of hostilities. Almost all of them had felt 
his power ; almost all, in withdrawing their 
fencible men from their own glens, left their 
families and property exposed to his ven« 
gence j all, without exception, were desi- 
rous of diminishing his sovereignty; and 
most of them lay so near his teiritories, 
that they might reasonably hope to be gra- 
tified by^ a share of his spoil* To these 
Chiefs the possession of Inverara and its 
castle was an event isfinitely more impor- 
tant and ^sirable than the capture c^ Edin- 
burgh. The latter event could only afford 
their clansmen a little transitorj pay or plun- 
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der ; the former insured to the Chiefs them-/ 
selves indeniriity for the past, and security 
for, the future. Besides these personal rea- 
sons, the leaders, who favoured this opinion, 
plausibly urged, that though, at his first 
descent into the Low Country, Montrose 
might be superior to the enemy, yet every 
day's march he made from the hills must di- 
minish bis own forces, and expose him to 
the accumulated superiority of an army 
which the Covenanters could collect from 
the Lowland levies and garrisons. On the 
other hand, by crushing Argyle efiectually, * 
be would not only permit his present wes- 
tern friends to bring out tjiat proportion 
^f their forces which they must otherwise 
leave at home for protecttoa of their fami- 
lies ; but further, lie wcnild draw to fais 
standard several tribes already friendly to 
•his cause, but who were prevented from 
joining him by. fear of M^Callum More* 

These arguments found something re- 
sponsive in .Montrose's own bosom^ not 
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quite' (ioDsdnant with the generarheroism 
of his diarader; Tlie houses of Argyle 
and Montrose had been, in former times, 
repeatedly^ opposed to ^ach other in war 
ami ' in ' politics, and the superior ad van- ' 
tages acquired by the former, had made 
them the suigect of envy and dislike to the 
neighbouring family, who, conscious of 
equal desert, had not been so richly re- 
warded. This was not all. The existing 
heads of these rival famiKes had stood in the 
mcfst ftiarked opposition to each other since 
the commeivcement of the present troubles. 
Montrose, conscious of the superiority of 
his talents, and of having rendered great 
service to • the Covenanters' at the begin- 
nieg of tiie wur, had expected from that 
party the supereminehce of council and 
command,, which they judged it safer to 
'eiftrust to the more limited faculties, and 
more extensive power, of his rival Ar- 
gyle. The having awarded this preference,' 
was' an injury which Montrose never for- 

gave the Covenanters ; and he was still' less 
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likely to extend his pardon to Argyle, t5 
whom he had b^n postponed. He was 
therefore stimulated by every feeling df 
hatred which could animate a fiery temper 
in a fierce age to seek for revenge; upon 
the enemy of his house and person % and it • 
is probable that these private motives ope* 
rated not a little on bis mind^ when he 

•I 

found the principal part of his followers 
determined rather to undertake an expe^ 
dition against the territories of Aigyle^ 
than to take the far more decisive step of 
descending at once into the, Lowlands. 

Yet whatever temptation Montrose found 
to, carry into effect his attack upon Arg^&- 
shire, he could not easily bring himself to 
renounce the splendid atchievement of a 
decent upon the. Low Country^ He held 
mpre. than one council with the principal 
Chiefs, combating, perhaps, bis own secret 
inclination a^ well as theirs. He laid be« 
fore them the extremediffi<:ttlty of marching 
even a Highland aimy from the eastward 
intp Argylesh^e, through passes scirceiy 
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'practidable for shepherds and deer. stalkers, 
and over mountains with which even the 
clans lying Nearest fo them did not pretend 
to be thoroughly acquainted. These diffi- 
culties were greatly enhanced by the season 
of the year, which #as now advancing t6» 

-. wards Uie beginning of December, when the 
niountain-passefty in themselves so difficulty 
mightbe expected to be rendered utterly ioi. 
rpiafisable by snow storms. These objections 
-neither satisfied nor silenced the Chiefsy 
^who still insisted upon their ancient mode 
of making war, by driving the cattle, which, 
according to the Gaelic phrase, *< fed upon 
the grass of their enemy." The council was 
dismissed late at night, and without coming 

/.to. any decision, excepting that the Chiefs, 
:who supported the opinion that Argyle 
^ould be Invaded, promised to seek out 
among their*foilowers those who might be 
most capable of undertaking the office of 
guides upon the expedidon. 

Montrose had retired to the cabin which 
served him for a tent, and stretched himself 
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upon a bed of dry fera^ the only place of 
reposqf whieh it afibrded* But he courted 
sleep in vain» foir the visi^is of ambition 
excluded those of Morpheus. In one mo- 
ment he imagined himself displaying the 
xoyal banner from the re«cooqaesed castle 
of Edinburgh^ detaching assistuice to a 
monarch whose crown depended upon his 
si^oess, and receiving in requital all the ad- 
. vantages and preferments which could be 
heaped upon him whom a king delighteth 
to hoQour. At aiiother feime this dream^ 
splendid as it was, faded before the vision 
of gratified vengeance, and personal tn^ 
umph over a personal enemy. To sur- 
prise Argyle in his strong-hold of Inve-^ 
i^ara-— to crush in him at once the rival of 
his own house and the chief support of the 
Fresby terians~»to shew:the Covenanters the 
difference between the preferred Argyle 
and the postponed Montrose, was a picture 
too flattering to feudal vengeance to be 
f^asily relinquished. 
\Kbile be lay thus busied with contradict 
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«Qry.thoiigktS'«Q(i feelings, the Aildier who 
.ftttfod ceiif inel upon his quarters announced 
^•to the Marquis, that twa persons desif ed to 
:flperic tvith his fixeellency. 

<v Their nameisi?* anawei^d Montrose^ 
^ and thecttuse ^ ftta^ir uigeney at such a 
time?' . 

Obi ftfaese paints^ die centinel^ who was 
ibne o€ Golhitto^s Irishmen, could afford 
'his jgeperal Httle information; so that 
'Montrose^ wbo at such a period durst re- 
,&se oracess to no <iiKe, lest he might have 
•been neglectii^ some important intelli- 
^gence^ gave dureetions, as a necessary pre- 
caution, to put the guard under arms, and 
iben prepared Jto receive them; . Hii^ groom 
#f the chamb^^* had scarce lighted a pail: 
of torches, mA Montrose himself had scarce 
Hsen from his couch, when two men enter- 
ed, one wealing a Lowland dress, of shamoy 
le^ber worn almost to tatters ; the other^ 
a tall ifpright old Highlander, of a com* 
plexionr which might be termed iroh gt*ey, 
wsiBted and worn by frost and tempest. 
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*^ Whi^ may be your dooimands with m^ 
my friends?" said the Marquis, his hand al- 
most unconsciously seeking the buit of one 
of his pistols ; for the period, ^s well as the 
tiflK of nighty wansiiitfed suspicions which 
.the good mten of bk visiton wa* not by 
any means calcuhtted to remove. 

<^ I pray leave to congratulate youy** laid 
the LG^lander^ ^my most noble Generalt 
aad Bight Honourable Ltitd^ upon the 
great battles which you have atchieved since 
I had the fortune to be detached from you. 
Jt wa$ a pretty sffitir that tuilzie at Tippet^ 
jnuir ; nevertheless if I might bQ permitted 
to couosd''*— ~ 

: *< Before doing s<^^" said the Marquis^ 
^f wiU you be pleased to let me know who 
is so kind as to favour me idth hisofiinion.!* 
- « Truly, my lord," replied the m«), «• I 
should have hoped that was unnecessary^ 
seeing it is. not so long i^nce i took on iii 
your service* under promise of a dbmmis^ 
sipn as Miyor, witl;i half a dollar of daily 
pay .and bi^f a dollar of arrears 5 an^ I am 
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to trust your lordship has not forgotten my 
pny as well as my person ?'* 
' "My good friend, Major Dalgetty," 
ssud Montrose, who by this time perfectly 
recollected his man, ** you must consider 
what important things have happened to 
put my friends' faces out of my memory, 
besides this impeifect light y but all condi^ 
tions shall be kept. And what news* fVbm 
A;rgyleshire,.my goddMajor?* We have long 
given you up for lost, and I was now pre*^ 
paring to take the most signal vengeiance 
upon the old fox who infringed the law d* 
arias in your person."^ 

<* Truly, my noble lord,*' said' l!)algettyi 
<* I have no duke that my return should 
put any stop to so proper and bacoming an 
intenttton ; . verily, it is in no shape in the 
Barl'Of Argyle^s favour or mercy that I no# 
stand befocse you, and I shall be no interce^ 
sor for him«-^Butmy escape is. Under hea* 
V60» and the tiwrilent dexterity wkich^as aif 
aid and aecompK^ed cavalier, I displayed 
io efifecting^the 8am^«-I jsay^ under t^we^^ 
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^ owing to theaapistaoce Qjf t^«^md Hig&K 
lander, whom 1 venture to recommend to 
your lordship's special iavour^ as the in-> 
strument of savii^ your lor^ship'si to aun^ 
mand^ Dilgald Da^ettyof DcumthwaokeW^ 
. «« A thtMak* wQFthy servicei" md tbe lAzu 
guis» gravely^. ^^ vbich aball eertainly b^ 
-fequiied ia t)ie maav^r it deserv^ea" 

^ Kqeel 4owBi Ranal(^" aaid Major DaL- 
ge.tty> (iw WQ lAvistMow call himt) 'Vkqcel 
dowrif w4 ]|is9^ ba? jElxcoUency's^ band;!' 

Xf^ pces<;):ibe4 fpi^m of ackno^ledgmaiU 
19t.l>eipg£|G€0i:^g to thecuakom o£ Biu 
nald's country, be cootented himself wilh 
^)<)iQg his (trms on bid bosom. a|id making 
a iQvir iq^linat^oq oi^kh boad* 

<< Ito poiov fnapi myJordy'^^said Mi^of 
Pfligi^ttyi eop^uiligbie apeaieb withAgaeat 
i^r of piOtectioR towarda Banald MacEagl^. 
V haa strained aU bis sleinler maaoa to.de.^ 
§l»Ajm pf«soi^ fmni-mioe-eMmiea, air 
tboHgli h«¥ii|gLiM».lMtter weap^ae of a^taist 
«le sor^i tl^c^^ bowii Md aiyom^ i^ilfcyoiif 
ter4ibi9 »tU: hardly. beHava^'' 
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' «< Yfeti* tHn see sr great' many stich wfeiu 
*^rf*fn<rtl/ c*tep,"-dk!d MofttrbSe, >* flnd We 

«* 9ftrf HftaWe; my ford ?' siitf Dalgetty ; 
^* I'^st Jroiif Ibra^hipf #fll-pcnnit trie to be 
surprised — bows afttd arrows !— ^-1 trust you 
iriH fbi^lfe my tecomnr^tidifig the dubsti. 
iiiti&i off mWslsfets, thellrst tonttnient op- 
p<5Wftrt}hy; Btit be^idcsr defendiirg me, this 
itMiest fii^hiander alsb' Was at the pBitii Of 
curing me, in respect that I had got a 
t6hbfi of the^'^jlrs in my rttreat; Which me- 
mk thy best reqiiHaF in th\i speciaX' kitrO' 
^Titidrt of hial to'youMdrdship'^ndtice anS 

•« WHaf is your name, rtiy Metd ?" said 
MMitric^i tuiming' ta the H^hlander. 
• * * It way not be spoken,*' answered the 
■KAiiK((iiieer<' 

^**T!i«Myto say;" mterpreted'Majdr Dal. 
getty, ** he desires to have his nan]ex;oDcear— 
^?itt'Te^|^<^iht?h^^ib fbttner days t^ken 
it'^e^re.^daitf 'bert^ta'chttdtieti, and doiife 
HifSnif tfatigs*,' wbHk; *s ytniir good' Ibrdihij^ 
knows, are often practised in war time, but 
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excite no benevolence toifrar]^%tbe. perpe- 
trator in the friends of thosev who. $uita»i 
injuiy. I have known, in &)y militaiy ex- 
perience, mfiny brave cavaliers put to death 
by the boors, sioiply for using miIitfM7 U* 
cense upon the peasants/' 

*^ I understand," said Montrj^se : ^< litis 
person is at feud with. some of our follow- 
ers, Ifet him retire to the court of gmard, 
and we will think pf jthe best mode of pso- 
tecting him," 

<< You hear, Banaldi'' said Major Dal* 
getty, with an air of superiority, ^< his £|^ 
cellency wishes to hpid privy council wit|i 
me, you must go to the court^of guard^T*^ 
He does not kpow where that ia^ popr fel- 
low !r-4ie is a young, soldier for io okt « 
inan , I will put himunder the cha^, of 
a centinel, and return to your lorfl^MP 
iojCODtin^Qt." He did: sa,. and retunwd ao* 
cordingly. . - ., 

Montrose's fi^t eo^iury respected the emf 
bassy to Jny^ara \ aqd he listened WftlhMr 
tentton to l)»]geltj'& 'fi^y* not]y ? |i <\<«) l f ff fl ^ 
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iflg the proliadty of the Major's narra. 
4iye. It required an effort from tbe Mar- 
qiM to maintain his attention ; but no one 
better knew, that where information is to 
^e derived from the report of such agents 
as Dalgetty, it cati only be obtained by 
suffering them to tell their story in their 
own way. Accordingly his patience waa 
at length rewarded. Among other spoils 
which the Captain thought himself at li«i 
berty to take, was a packet of Argyle'a 
private papers^ These he consigned to the 
handsof his general ^ a bamotir of account- 
ing^ however, which weiat lio &rther,.:fo]!r 
I.do not understand that h^ made any men- 
ti<^ of the purse of gold which he had 
{^propriated at the same time that be made 
seizure *of the papers aforesaid. Soatching 
l^,tOFd>' from the wall, Montrqse was itr an 
Mslatll,' de^ly engaged iifi the penpal of 
these documents, in which it is probable he 
i §t^4^»$9l!t^^mg tfi animate hts personal. 
QMeitmetot i^i^t Ms rival Argyle. 
.!^#^i)laes;]i^ofc JBear niej^f jotid ho^ Hthei» 
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he shall &el me. . Witt be fire my «&ltle of 
Murdixhir—Inirerarai shall rsiie the fiffil 
smoke.-^0 for a guide thran^fa^ tlie ^skirtt 
ofStnrthEaianr » 

What6vtf might be Da^tty's l^eiMft^ 
coBceitt be imderstooil his bctsfififess "m Ai 
eientlj ta guess at Montrose's me^nifig. H<i 
mstantly interrupted his own proKx^tisirf^ 
tion eftthe skirmish ^which had taken place; 
and the wound he had received in his te- 
treaty and began to speak to the point whicH 
be safw interested bis generaU 

M If,** said he, "your ExoeHeney wishes 
to make an infall into Argyle^ipe, this 
poor nsan, Ranald, of whom I told yott, to-^ 
gofter With his chiklren and.companiatas;. 
know evety pass into >thM land, botll'l^d^' 
ii^ from the oast and from the north;'' 

.<« Indeed !" »iid Montrose ; ** wbat^red^i- 
Bonihaveyoift tOifaeHe^retheirk»o«dc(dg«^so > 
extensive ?^ 

** So please your ExceUeney,"* aiis^Ofed' 
Dalgetlyr *' during the. -wedos ti«atp:?i fo; 
iMiDed ^witb tbetn jfen &MfJoBnny wouMd, 
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they were repeatedly obliged to shift thefir 
quarters, in respect of Argyle's repeated 
aitteiQpts to repossess himself of the person 
of an officer who was honoured with yout 
Excellency's confidence ; so that I had oc- 
casion to admire the singular dexterity and 
knowledge of the face of the country with 
which they alternately atcfaieved their re- 
treat and their advance ;. and when, at 
length, I was able to repair to your Excel- 
lency's standard,, this honest creature, Ra- 
nald MacEaghi guided me by paths which 
my steed Gustavus^ (which your lordship 
may remember,) trode with per&ct safety, 
so that I said to myseli^ that where guides, 
Sf^es, or intelligencers, were required in a 
Highls^'d camimignin that western cbtin try, 
moreexpest persons tiiian he and his attend- 
ants oould not possibly be desired." 

^* And can you* answer for his fidelity 7** 
said Mimtrose ;: ^< what is his name and 
cMmditbn ?** 

^ lie ta an^ outlaw, and robber by pro- 
fession/' 4inswere4 Dftlgetty ; << and by 
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namei called Ranald MacEagh j whilk sig^ 
nifiesi Ranaldi the Son of the. Mist" 

^* I should remeniber something o/ that 
name^'* said Montrose^ pausing ;.. *< Did not 
these Children o£ the Mist perpetratie sojne 
act of cruelty upon the M'Aulays ?' — 

Major Dalgetty mentioned the* circuoi^ 
stance of the murder of the forester^ and 
Montrose's active memory at once recalled 
all the circumstances of the feud. . 

<< It is most unlucky/' said Montrose 
** this inexpiable quarrel between these men 
and the M'Aulays. Allan has borne him^ 
self bravely in thesfe wars,, and possesses^ 
by the wild mystery of his b^aviour and 
language^so much influence over the minds 
of his countrymen, that the consequences 
of disobliging him mighjt be s^riops. AX, 
the same time» these men being so capable 
of renderii^ useful service, and< beings as 
you say, Major Dalgetty, ; perfectly trust-^ 
worthy- — ^ 

<< I will impledge my pay and arrearsi 
iny horse and aE»is> my hlead and ndek^ 
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upoD their fidelity/' said the Major } ** and 
your Excellency knows; that a soldado could 
say no more for his own* father.'' 
: ** True/* said Montrose; "but as this 
is a matter of particular 'moment^ I would 
, willingly know the grounds of so positive 
an assurance.^ 

<< Concisely then, my lords'* said the Ma« 
jor, << not only did they disdain to profit by 
.a handsome rew»rd which Argyle did me 
the honour to place upon this poor head of 
mine, and not only did they abstain from 
.pillaging my personal propertyi whiik wsis 
to an amount that would have tempted re 
gulai: soldiers in any service of Europe; 
and not only did they restore me my horse, 
whilk your excellency knows to be of valuei 
but I could not prevail on them to accept 
one' stiver, doit, or maravedi, for the trou* 
4>le and expences of my sick bed^ They 
actually refused my coined money when 
ireeiy i^red,--^a tale seldom to be told in 
ji CteisUaa IwdJ' 


<<. I adtott," daid MoDtrose» after a mo^ 
jBoent's reflection, <^ Ibat thek c«mdbGt tof^ 
wards yoH w 'good evidence of their fick* 
iify $ but how to secui^e agaioslt tfare bre^k^ 
iag puft of this feud/* He paused, and then 
..auddeiily added^ <* I had forgot I have ai^ 
while youy Major^ have bee&'travelMngdb^ 
Aoonligfat" 

fie ^aUed to kts atttondantS' to ftftch a^ 
stonpofwineand ^omexefiieshxnents. Ma- 
jor Da)gettyy who- bad the appetite of n 
-cmivali98eent retvroed from.fiighiaad quay- 
:t(Mrs, needed not any pressing to partake of 
wHat was Bet before him, but proceeded to 
r^patch his food witid such tdacrity^ that 
,tiie iMaf>qtw«,^ fiUi^ a cup of witie^ and 
drinkipg to his healthy could not hdpre- 
.^tMrklng^^jlhat eoatte 9^ t}» provisidna of 
Jits camp. wej!e» he wa» a&aid Major HA- 
getty had'&red«4Eaudi worse during his jexk 
rcutsion into. Aigyleshiisek . 

«< ¥Qttr BsioeUeMy^tnayteke yoot <N^ 
ral oath upon that,'' said the worthy MiyoiV 
speaking, with his mouth full ;. ^* for the 
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viands that the Qilldren of the Mist procu- 
red for me, poor helpless creatures as they 
were, were so ud refreshful to i»y body, that 
when inclosed in my arm<Hir, whilk I was 
fain to leave behind me for expedition 
sake, I rattled therein like the shrivelled 
kernel in a nut that hath been kept o» to 
a second Hallowe'en.'' 

** You must take the due means^ to xiepair 
these losses, Major Dalgetty.'' 

<* In tfoth^" answered the soldier, *< I 
shall hardly be able tooompass that, uvlesa 
my arrears are to be e^f^hsingcK} for present 
pay ; for I protest to your ^xceUeacy, ihat 
the three stone weight which I ha^e lost 
were simply raised upon the regular * ac- 
countings of the States of Holland.'' 

«^ In that case,'* said the Marquis, ^ you 
are only reduced to good marching order* 
As for the pay, let us once have victory— 
victory, Major, and your wishes, axid all 
our wishes, shall be amply fulfilled^ Meaii- 
time help yourself to another eup of wiae." 

>« To your £xcelleBcy's health," said the 
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Major^ fillmg a cup to the brim, to shew 

the zeal with which he drank the toast, 
•* and victory over all your enemies, ahxi 
particularly over Argyle. I hope to pull 

.another handful from his beard myself— 

11 have had one pluck at it already.'^ 

•* Very true,** aniswered Montrose ; " but 
to return to these men of the Mist. You un- 
derstand, Dalgetty, that their presence here„ 
and the purpose for which we employ them, 
18 a secret between you and me.** 

Delighted, as Montrose had anticipated!, 

: with this mark of his general's confidence, 

: the Major kid his hand upon his nosei and 

^ nodded intelligence. 

" •* How many may there be of Ranald** 
followers ?' continued the Marquis. 

^ , "They are reduced, so far as I know,. 
to tome eight or ten men,*' answered Ma« 

-jor. Dalgetty, «• and a few women and chil. 
drenf.'* 
^ Where are they now ?" demanded Mon«« 

'troae., 

"In a valley, at three miles distance,** anf^ 
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swered the sdldier^'<< awaiting your ExceU ' 
lency's command ; I judged it not fit to ' 
bring them to your leaguer without your ' 
ExcelleBcy's orders.** 

«« You judged very well," said Montrose ; 
" it would be proper that they remain 
where they are, or seek some more distant ' 
place of refuge. I will send them money, ' 
though it is a scarce article with me at pre- * 
sent." 

<^ It is quite unnecessary," said Major 
Dalgetly ; " your Excellency has only to 
hint that the M^Aulays are going in that 
direction, and my friends of the Mist will 
instantly make volte-face, and go to the 
rightabout" 

^< That were scarce courteous/' said the 
Marquis. ^ Better send them a few dollars 
to purchase them some cattle for the sup- 
port of the women and children." . 

<* They know how to come by their cat- 
tle at a far cheaper rate^" said the Major $ 
^^but let it be as your Excellency wills." 

^ Let Ranald MacEagh," said Montrose, 
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*^ select one- or tm> of lu& fblioweiiB, vnen 
whom he.oaa trostt ^^^ ^ho are capable of 
keeping their own secret ; thesi shall serve 
for our guides. Let theta be at ihy ten* to- 
morrow at day*break, and ^ee, if possible, 
that they neither guess my purpose^ nor 
hold any communication with eftch other in 
private.««Tbis old man» has he any chil* 
dren?" 

" They have been killed or hangedj" 
said the Captain, ^^ to the number of a 
round desseu^ as I believti^^but he hath 
left one child, a smart and hopeful you^^ 
whom I have noted to be never without a 
pebble in his plaid nook, to fling at whoso- 
ever might come in his way, being a syn^- 

« 

bol, that, like David, wbo> was accustomed 
to sling smoDth stones taken from the 
brock; he may afterwards prove an adven- 
turous warrion" 

" That boy, Major Dalgotty,*' said thfe 
Marquis, *^ I will have to* attend ttpoti tny 
own person. I presume he will have sense 
enough to keep his name secret.'' 
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^** Your ikcellency need" not fear that," 
ai^wered ©algetty j ^ these Highland impsi 
from the moment they chip the shell*—— 

*« Well,^* replied' Montrose, " that boy 
shall be pledge for the -fidelity of his fa- 
ther, and if he proves faithful, the child's 
preferment shall be his reward. — And now, 
Major Dalgetty, I will licence your depar* 
ture for the night; to-morrow you will intro- 
duce this MacEagh, under any name or 
character he may please to assume. I pre« 
^ume his profession has rendered him sufii- 
'cienUy expert in all sort of disguises ; or 
we may admit John of Moydart into our 
schemes, who has sense, practicability, and 
intelligence, and will allow this man for a 
time to be disguised as one of his followers. 
F&r you. Major, my ^room of the cham- 
bers will be your quarter- master for this 
evening.^* 

Major Dalgetty took his kave with a 
joyful heart, greatly elated with the recep- 
tion he had met with, and much pleased 
with the personal manners of his new gene- 
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ral, whichy as he explained at great lengthy 
to Ranald MacEagb, reminded him in many 
respects of the demeanour of the immortal 
Gustavus Adolpbusy the Lion of the North, 
and Bulwark of the Protestant Faith. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The march begins in miliCarjr itatey 
And nations on his eyes suspended wait; 
SUr& famine guards the solicaiy coast, 
And winter barricades the realms of frost ; 
He oomesi— nor waat^ nor cold, his course deiay.-^ 

Vanity of Human Wishis, 

Br break df day, M6ntrase . received in 
his cabin old MacEagh, and questioned 
him long and particularly as to the means 
of approachi ng the country of Argy le. He ^^\ 

Maile anote of his answers, which he com- 
pared with those of two of his followers, 
whom he introduced as the most prudent 
and experienced. He found them to cois» 
respond in all respects ; but, still unsfttts- 
fied where precaution was so Qeoessary, % 
the^Man^is trtfmpared the ii 
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had received with that lie if9i bble^^i^ 
lect from the Chiefs who la/ Most ntiH^ lb 
the destined scene df invasibb,' attd b^% 
in all respects satisfied oFits acifufacy /^ile 
resolved to proceed in ftffl relknfbe tipto 

In one point Montrose cbanged hi^ miilll^ 

...» ■' * •/• » 

Having judged it unfittd tkke th^boy 
iieth into his own service, lest^ in 
his birth being discdviBri^d, it should- 
rented as an offetice hfihe hnrneiSixi 
Who entertained a feudal enmity to this oe- 
voted family, be requested the Major td tiile 
him in attendance upon himself; andas^e 
accompanied this request With a handidifte 
dougeur, under pretence of clothing Wnd 
equipping the lad, this change was agfcJb- 
able to all parties. ^ ' ' ' 

It was about breiikfast-time; when Miiu 
jor Dalgetty, being dismissed by;' Mbii- 
trose, went in quest of his old* acquiiiit- 
ances, Lord Menteith and the M^Auli^s, 
«to whom he longed to communtCBte^nis 
own adventures, as well as to learn from 
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^tiienir t^p pdrMcuIars. of jbhe c^mpalgo. . |t 
e^mfyr l>% NagHnpd he wa^ received with 
^i*i^4t ,glee \iif m^ to whom the late um- 
. Jbrmjjtjr of their, military life had render^ 
^.ft&ycbf qg^ of society an interesting novelty. 

Allan M'AuIay alone seemed to recoil fro|n 
^^))i$ ibrmer, acqqajntance^ altho,ugh| when 
. ^gUenged by hi^ brother, he could render 
-ipo^th^r reason, than^ a reluctance to \^ f^ 
^iai|iar witb ^^^ who had biqen so lately in 
^.^he c9]ppa^y.of A%7l^ ^^^ other enemi^. 
^3^ Wr fifaJg^ltty was a little ^^i:med by this 
«^fqrt of ijQstJnctive CQnsii^iotianess which A,l- 

.)an seemed to ^tert^m res|^ecting the so- 
r^9f^y b^ had be^n lately keeping } he was 
l3j|9pn;s^ti$fied^ however^ Uiat the percfp- 
.^ifA? of t^e seer in this particular were not 

infallible. 

.^7^ As^ RftnsJd MacK^fgh was to be placed 
^iPqv^er IVligor Dalgetty's protection %nd su- 

4^lf^^^f^^% '^^ ^^ necessary \^ should 
..^p^sfpt iiim to those persons with whom 
i^e^wafi of^t liJce^ to associate. ^Th'e dress 
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of the 6ld man had, in the ineabtimey tieen 
changed from the lalrtkn of hiik dim to a 
aort of clQithmg peculiar to the men 'of 
the distant Isles, resembling a ' wai^coat 
with sleeves, and a petticoat, iHl taad^ In 
one piece. This df ess was laccfd from top 
to bottom in fronts and bore some resem- 
blance to that called a Polbhaise, still iv^otn 
"by cliildren in Scotland of the loWer Wnk. 
The tartan hose and bonnet Cdmpleted'the 
dress, which old men of the last centurf re- 
membered well to have seen worn by 'tiie 
distant Islesmen who came to the Earl of 
Mar's standard in the year 1715. 

Major Dalgetty, keeping hi^ eye tfn Al- 
lan as he spoke, ilstroduced Ranald Mirc- 
Eagh under the fictitious natne of Rteild 
MacGillihuron i^ Benbecula, who had es- 
caped with him out of Argyle's ^ison. He 
recommended him as a person skilful In 
the arts of the harper and the Sehadhife, 
and by no means contempttible ih Ihe-quli^ 
lity of a secbhd-sight^ person Or'^scttt* 
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Tl^bili^ making this exposition^ Major D4I- 
gjbtty stainooered and hesitated in a way so 
unlike the usual glib forwardness of his 
naaiiner,^ that he cQuld not have failed. to 
hs^ye given suspicion to Allan M^Aulay, 
ha4 not that person's whole attention been 
engagedin steadily perqsing the features of 
the^ person thus introduced to him. This 
steady gaze so much embarrassed Ranald 
Map£^gh| that his hand was beginning to 
^p^ dpwQ i^owards his. dagger^ in expecta- 
ty^gfti sudden ^ssaul^, wl^en Allan. M^Au^ . 
lay, suddenly crossing the floor of the 
h^1^p^^^iii^^e^ his handto hiqi in the way 
o^:$ri^]y gree^pg* ^ They sat down side , 
by< sidj^t. and conversed iv a low mysterious. . 
t(m$ijOf vpiQc. Menjteith apd An^^s M^Au- , 
l^g ¥^fpe:not surprised; at this,, for there pre* 
vaiJj^diiaiPPW the Highlanders whp pre- 
tfu^^it^ |o the second-sight a sort of free- 
I9AI<MU^9 whiqh generally in4uced thqm, 
U{K)ii. ipefstingi, to hold communicatioo with 
each othc^ on the nature and exti^nt of 
th^r:Vi|ionary experiences. 
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«« Does the sight cotne gloomy ti 
your spirit 7^ said Allan to his new ac- 
quaintance, 

** As dark as the shadow upoti tlie^ 
moon,'* replied Ranald, «« when she is dark* 
ened in her mid-course in heaven, atid 
prophets foretell of evil times.*^ 

" Come Wther,"" said AHan, «« come vdcfii 
this wa3% I would converse with you apart'j' 
for men say that in your distant islands' the 
sight is poured forth with more clearhtsii 
and power than upon iiSj who d'well neftf 
the Sassenach/' ^ : 

While they were plunged into their ftiysttc 
conference, the two English cavaliers env 
tered the cabin in the highest possible spi^ 
fits, and announced to Angus M^Aulajr 
that orders had been issued thitt all shouU 
hold themselves in readiness for an imme** 
diate march to the westward. ' E^aving 
delivered themselves of thieir news -iMth 
much glee, they paid their complimenHti^ 
their old * acquaintance Major DAtgetiy, 
whom they instantly reco^ised/ and'fti* 
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iittired afler the health of his charger, Gus* 
tavus« 

<' I humbly thank you, gentlemen," an« 
swered . the soldier, <^ Gustavus is well, 
though, like his master, somewhat barer on 
the ribs than when you offered to relieve 
me of him at Darnlinvarach ; and let me 
assure you, that before you have made one 
Qf two of tjhose marches which you seem to 
(tootemplate with so much satisfaction in 
prospect, you will leave, my good Knights, 
9ome of your English beef, and probably 
an Eoglisb horse or two behind you.*" 
<^ . i3oth exclaimed that they cared v6ry lit« 
t^ what they fo^nd or what they left, pro* 
yided the scene changed from dodgiiig lip 
^pfd down Angus. and Aberdeenshire, in 
|)uisttit of an enemy who would neither 
%]bt Dor run away*' 

,^ ,<* I£ such be the case," said Angus M^* 
Aulay, *^ I must give orders to my follow- 
^s, and make provision too for the safe 
conveyance of Annot Lyle ; for an advance 
jijQAa^M^Callujm More's, country will be » 


&rt)rer and fouler road than these pibks e€ 
Cumbrian Knighthood are aware of." So 
saying, he left the cabin,. 
« Annot Lyle !** repeated Palg€*.ty^ ^' k 
she following the campaign ?" 

*^ Surely," replied Sir Giles Musgrave^ 
his eye glancing slightly from Lord Men-, 
teith to Allan M^Aulay} '^we could neifc 
ther march nor fight, advance nor re- 
treat, without the influence of the Frincesa^ 
pf Harps.'' 

«< The Princess of Broad swords and Tac 
gets, I say,^ answered his companion ; << f bt 
the Lady of Montrose herself could not be 
more courteously waited upon ; she has four 
Highland maidens, and as many bare* 
legged gillies, to. wait upon her orders." 

" And what would you have, gentlemen?^ 
said Allan, turning suddenly from the High* 
lander with whom he was in conversation ; 
<< would you yourselves havelefban innocent 
female, the companion of your infancy, to 
die by violence, or perish by famine ? There 
is noty by tbia time, a roof upon the.habi« 
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tatum pf viy f^tbers^-our crops have beeA. 
d^troyedUaqd our cattle have been driven— 
and you, gentlemen, have to bless God, tha^ 
coining from a n^ilder and more civilized 
oowetry, you expose only your own lives in 
thia ];en]ipr3,eles9 war, without apprehension^ 
that your enemies will visit with their veo*. 
^cia^e the defenceless pledgee you m^y 
have left behiiid you.** 

The Englishmen cordially agreed tl}at 
they had the superiority in this respect f and. 
th,^ .conpgp^ny now dis|>ersinm went e^h ta 
his i^^veral charge or pccupation. 
^ i^lan liogece^ a moment behiod^i at,jyU; 
^ejfs^ipning the reluctant Kapald MacB^b 
up<^p a point in his supposjed visions, by 
which ke was greatly perplexed^ " Re* 
p^l^dlyr he said^ *< have I had the sight of 
a. Gael, who seemed to plunge his weapon 
ipto the body of Menteith,;-^of that young, 
npblepiaa in the scarlet laced cloak,, who 
has just pow left the bothy. But by no ef- 
foyjl^ tli^jLigh I have gazed till my eyes were: 


..I 
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ahnost fixed in the society can I discoid 
the face of this Highlander, or evei^ <Sotir« 
jectiire who he may be, although his per-^ 
sbn and iiir seein familiar to ine.** 

* •f Have you reversed your own plaid I**' 
^id Ranald, ^* accordidg to the rule oi^ihe 
es^perienc^d Seers in such cases?* 

' "^ I have,** answiered Alian,^speakliig low^ 
and shuddering as if with internal agony; ' 

; << And in what guise did (he {^hatttdni 

then appear to you ?* said Ranald. ' ^-^^ 

** With his plaid also reversed^'' answardd 

• • • « . 

Allao; in the same low atid convulsed tone. 

* *«;Then be assqred,^ ^aid Ranald, «« that 
your own hand, and none other, will do the 
de^d of which you have witnel9ised ^ht ^ha^ 

OW. . 

^ So h^s my anxious soul an hundi^'ed 
times surmised,'' replied Allan. ^ <* But it is' 
impossible ! Were I to read the record in 
the eternal bobk^Qf fate, I wOuId declare k 
impossible— we are bound by the ties of 
blood, and by an hundred tiesl more inti- 
mate-*we have itood side by side ia battle. 
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f ii4 our. swards have reeked with tbe bloo4 
Q^.the same enetnii^s^i^it^ is iM^osaiBiB X 
sboulK^ haf m hii& J'' 

^^Tfaat yoixmi^ da so," answered RanaUj 
^ is certain, though the cause be hid in the 
daikness of foturky. You say,'' aaidhe^ 
suppressing hl& own emotions with difllcuU 
t]^.^5. that side by iside yod have pursued 
ypur . prey Uk«^ blood.fapunds*-^have you 
l^fV39r seen blood-bounds turn their fangs 
against each other, and %fat over tiie bodf 
|i£ik(^<4tleddeerr . ■ > ' . 

.^. <f it is false,'' said M^Aulay, stiuitng up.; 
If^ibeseare not the forebodmgiof fate,. but 
4he ^temptation of some evil spirit from the 
l^oltoimlesspit !" .> So. saying, he strode oat 
of the cabin. .. > 

..vf^Tbott hast ^ it !'^ , said the Skm of^the 
Jdisty booking after, him with; an air of £X> 
gAlMtioni ^^ the barbed arrow; is in thy 
J^idel^'-^^irits of; the slaug)^ i cejpice 1 
joon shall your suirdeners' swords be dyed 
Ja^^eaeh others' blood."i 
(i^^O^libe^stteceisding mpr^^ all was 


pif^ abd Nontrase ndvaaoed by mpidi 
narebea^upilie civ»cTay» twif>mirftd hUid^ 
sultory forces into tbe romantiic yale.acQiinds 
the lake of the same mme^. mhichliesst the 
head of th«b aver# . The inhahilaiitaL'were 
Camphelby not: indeed the vassals of :AiW 
gyle^ but of "the allied jand kindred hiitisro£ 
Glenufchy, . wUcb now bears, the. name jof 
Bceadalbaae. Being, taken bj surprise, tbejr 
were(tcrtA% nnprefiared ibc resislamee^ ssai 
werecooipidtodto be the passive witnesses 
of the ravages which took; place among 
their flocks and heeds*. Ad vlancing in this 
manlier to the vale of Lodi Doohaxt» . and 
laying watte vthe eomitry around himr Mom 
trese reached tbeiinost difficult point of lus 
enterprize. > 

To a modern army, even with tlie assist- 
ance of. the good military; road which, now 
leads up by Teiwedrumtto the head o&liiooh 
Awe, the passage of these extensnre-wikb 
woulds^an a ta9kx)£sooBe difficulty* But 
at this period, and fint long aftecwaidsi 
there^was no rbad^on path, rwbatsoeveri and 
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taadd to t]ie.diffitmUyy ik^^mAunUoAswtn 
aUseadx covered .with snow. It was a soi^ 
Uime 'Scene to look. up tb tbemi piled in 
great' masses, one ^pon aBother> tko front 
mek of dagsdiog whiteness, . while i those 
which arosebehind them caught a roi^ tihft 
from the settiog of a dear wiotry sun. Ben 
Ora^chan, superior Jn^niagnitude, and jeeniM 
ingithe' very citadel of the Genius of die 
Regkm, rose h^ above the others^ shcfwv 
ing his glimmering and scathed peak^to the 
distance of many miles. 

The followers; of Montrose wese men 
not to be daunted by the sublime^ yet teiw 
rible prospect before them. Manyofthem> 
were of that ancient race of Highknder^ 
who not only willingly made their couch^ 
ii^ the. snow, but oonsidMeditasefiemipate 
hnoey.to use a snow^bsdl for a pillow* 
Pkinde#and revenge lay beyond, the frozen: 
mountains which th!e!.y beheld, and they_djd 
not permit thejnselves to be daunted by the 
difficulty of traversing theno. Montrose 
did not allow their spirits^Umeto aubstdfi^ 
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He ordered tbr pipers play iu the van4fa)e| 
ttQcieDt pibf och entitled ^'-Hoiggalnam ht^'-i 
Jhc. (that 1% We coiqe through drift to driv^ 
the prey); the shriliif^gaoondft of^.wiiidl^ 
had often struck the imles of the Lennoai; 
with terror. ^ The troops advanoed wptk, 
the nimble alacrifty of mountaineers, aii^ 
were soon involv^ed in the dangerous passg 
thioitgh' which Ranald acted as their guidn^ 
going befoire ihem with k^ select past^^tiK 
track out the way. . ' <. j 

The power of man at norU«me appear# 
more contemptible than when it is pla<;ied 

in contrast with scenes of natural terrorali^ 
dignity* The victorionsarmy of Montrose^ 
whose exploits had: struck tei9or: into ali' 
JSeotland, when ascending up this terri^jEi 
pass, seemed a contemptible handitii.of 
fl^agglers, in. the act of beings devoured bjH 
tile jaws of the mountain, which appear^ 

* • s 

———■I I Mfcfc— ^-i 11 I I . 11 .■■■ai I .— — — — — »«*i<i^M^4,^„ < i M 

* It is the family-march of the M'Fjarlanesi a war- 
like and predatory clan^ who inhsdlilted' the nii^eiUifk 
biUiks «f LodMLottbUdr ^^ ' ; :^^ - *£! 
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ri&a^y to dosdupon theni. Even Montrose 
half repented the boldness of his attempv 
» he looked down from the summit of th& 
first eminence which he attained, upon ther 
flibattered condition of his small army, Tbe; 
dfifficalty of getting forward was so great,' 
thit Considerable gaps b^an to occur id^ 
^e line of march, and the distance bet#eeii 
|fi& vaui centre, and rear, was^ach momentf 
Increaised in a degree equally incommodious 
and dangerous* It was with great appre* 
ftenston that Montrose looked upon ^^ety 
pditit of advantage which the hikl aflbrded, 
& dread tt migtll^be found occupied by an 
^nem'y prepared for defence ; and be often? 
afterwards wad heard* to express bis convic-*' 
tion, that had the passes of Strath Fillati' 
been defended by two hundred restriutei^ 
ifif^n, not only would his progress have 
beet! eflbctually stopt, but his whole army- 
must have been in danger of being totally 
cut off. Security, however, the bane of 
ID^ny a strong country^ and many a fort- 
ress^ betrayed, upon thiroccafi^on^ the dis*^ 


^ tviet of ^gyle to bis enn^Q^iea, The ipvav 
ders hndi only to contend with the luM^nnal 
dificul^ of the pajth„ ai^d with.tbe suqv^. 
wbicbt fi^rtupf^tqly, had nol^ fallen lA aoj^ 
gveat quantity- The actny nojsqoQei: iieacb?^ 
edthe summit of the xidgje of hills dividii^^ 
Argyleshtre from the district of Breadalr^ 
b«BM» thmi th^yr^ushe^ down u(m>the di^^j 
voted, vdes ben^th them with a .fui;y 3u&| 
ficienUy expressive of the. motives, whwh^ 
bad dictated a iqoveosiept so difili^ult s»Ok<^ 
fawsrdcwsf, 

M«n!lro^ divided ,fai» a^my in^ three.bch, 
diesf in Mdec to pffctdl^ceiaiii^^ and m^c^ 
nutm^N^ terror^ one. of whiic^h wa^ com'?. 
QRoded by the Captain of Clan JRanaldt; 
one intrusted to theleading.of Colifi^(9» h^^. 

i^M^i rmm^ wAei^h^spwn.dffectiQn; 

J^was thus.^a)]^d,tO;p€^etrat|s thercouq^, 
try of Argyte at.three diflrerent.poiiM».j JB^f^n 
mitm^ thei:e va^ none^ The flight of itx^ 
sbej^ei^^s. from the biVs hi(d fii:st aimpui^^j 
ced. this, farmidahle^ irry^^on, . and wbe^ert 
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ware tcilled, dkannedi and disper«ed^: by an, 
enemy who had anticipated their rnqtion^. 
Major Dalgetty, whp had been sent for-. 
yjfLvd against In verara with the few horse, 
of the army that were fit for service, man^* 
ged his matters so well, that He had very 
near surprised Argyle, as he expressed it,. 
inter pocvia^ and it was only a rapid flight, 
by water that saved that chief from deatb 
or captivity. Bat the punishment whiql^ 
Ai^yle himself escaped fell hieavily u^i^ 
his country and clap, and the ravages, cpjipr. 
mitted by Montrose on that devoted hifi^^ 
although too consistent with the geoiusi oi 
the country and times, have been repeat-; 
edly quoted as a blot on his. actions an4 
character. 

Argyle in the meantime had fled to Ediru 
burgh, to lay his complaints before the Cop^ 
yention of Estates. To meet the exigence^ 
of the moment, a considerable . army wa^ 
raised under General Baillie, a Presbyte- 
rian officer of skiU and fidelity, witli whom, 
was joined in command the celebrated 
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Sir John Urrle, a soldier of fortune 
Dalgetty, who had already changed $id^ 
twice during the Civil Warri jind waa d«§| 
tined to turn his coat a third time b^ 
fore it was ^ended. Argyle also, burninl^ 
with indignation, proceded to levy his owi^^ 
numerous forces, in order to avenge him* 
self of bis feudal enemy; He estabUsht^- 
his head- quarters at Dumbarton, where hi^ 
was soon joined tiy a considerable fbrcj^i 
CbnfiistiQg chiefly of bis own #ansmen and 
dependants. Being there joined by BailUe 
and Urrie, with a: very considerable army 
of regular forces, he prepared to march in^ 
to Argyleshire^ and chastise the invader of 
his paternal territories. 

But Montrose, while these two formt^ 
dable armies were forming a junctton, f>^cj 
)>een recalled from that ravaged country 
by the approach of a third, collected i^ 
the north under the Earl of Seaforth, wliOi 
alter jsome besitation, having embi^cedithe 
sfide of the Oovenantei^ hild now, with %hii 
assistance of the yeteran garrison^ In vef* } 


iS^^^Sf formed a considerable armji with 
which he threatened Montrose from Inver« 
nfe^B-shire. Inclosed in a wasted and un* 
Utendty country, and menaced On each 
i3de by advancing enemies of superior force, 
it might hkve been supposed that Mon- 
tit>se*s destruction was certain. But these 
#^e precisely the* circumstances under 
W'^ich the active and enterprising genius of 
t^e Great Marq|uist wiis calculated to eicite 
the wonder and admiration of friends, the 
liiitonishment and terror of his enemies. As 
if by magic, he Collected his Scattered foi'cef 
fh>m the wasteful occupation in which thdjf 
bad been engaged ; and scarce ii^ere they 
again united, ere Argyle and bis" associate 
generals were! informed, that the royalists 
had suddenly disaj^peared from Argyte*^ 
ahife, and retreated northwards among thef 
diisky and impenetrable mountains of Loch« 
aber. ' • ' • * 

Theisagaclty of the gelnerats oppos^ (i3f 

Montrose, immediately conjectured, that it, 

f was the purpose of theu: attW^ atitagoiftisC 
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to %ht withf ap^, if pQ?sit)le, tp destrpjc 
Sea4br.th^ ere t^y could come^to liis* as^ist-j 
anqe« This occasioned a cprresppndip^ 
qhange in their 0I)eFatiQns^ Le^vii^g th(|>^ 
cjjwftain. to, 99ake.. th^^ bes^ d^fea9^ ^.f. 
could^ Urrie and B^i^ie again sepi^i-ajljed- 
theiy forces from th^oje of Argyle, a^nd J^^ri 
yirig chiefly horse, w4 IfOwland tropps.ij%^ 
der their command, tb^^.k^pt the .so^jbl^^^ 
^T^ side of the Gi;ainpian jri^^, '©ftWIfe 
i^png easjtwa^d ii^tp ^he cp^pf^ of Angi;^ 
regolving frpm thej^c^ to proceed inXg^ 
Aberdeensi;iirei^ in prd^i; to intercept Mpn* 
trose, if he shou,ld attempt to escape in tl)/|t^^ 
directwR.^ 


Argj^jft with^hi^ Qsrg levies ,^,.pte; 
tr()op%^ up^i^ertpq^ /^^ Monti;Q?e;% 

ma^qh^ sp ^hat in psi^ be «h,oja^ c(^e to^ 
option either witb, J^afcvth, or. with, Ba^^lj^ 
and Urrie^ he might be placed betw|$en two. 
fires by this third army^ which, at a secu^g. • , 
distance, yras to hapg upon hk rear« 

For this, purpose Aifgy le onfje xjouprp i^Of 
* red, towards In verara, having an opjptpritt;^ * 
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nliyi ai'^veiy i^ep, ib depldre ihe severities 
wHItli We^'KbstiW ifldhs laa 'exei'dsed oh 
His deSpfendants' and couhtry. * Whatever 
'Acibte ^iialities the HigtiTahders possessed, 
^rfhd fhey'Tiad mkriy, cUmehcy in tresiting 
^' htfsiiie -country was hot 6f the number; 
but even the ravages of hostile troops bom- 
btn^d 't6 swell the number of A^gyle's fol- 
Idi^ers. It iB still a Highraiid proverb. He 
vha&e house isburht must bedotide a soldier ; 
'ahd iiutldfeds of ^ihe inhabitants of these 
^iitifbftanite valleys had how no xneatls of 
tiisutftehatiee, save by exfercising upon 
oilers the severities they had themselves 
sQstairied, and no Aitufe ptospect of hap- 
'{iiness, excepting in the gratification of re- 
venge. His bands were, * thefefbre, aug- 
mented by the very circumstances which 
had desolated his country, and Argyle 
soon found himself at the head of three 
thousand determined men, distinguished 
for activity and courage, and commanded 
by gentlemen of his own name, who yield-^ , 
ed to none in those qualities. Under him- 


selff he conferred the principal command 
upon Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvbhr, 
and another Sir Duncan Campbell of Auch- 
enbrecky an experienced and veteran aoU 
dien whom he. had, recalled from the wars 
of Ireland for this purpose. The cold spirit 
of Argyle hims^^ hQwever» ^clogged the 
military councils of his more intrepid as- 
mstants, and it was resolved, notwithstand- 
ing their increased force, to observe the 
same plan of- operations, n«)d ^ to follow 
Montrose cautiously, in whatever direction 
he should march* northpea$tward, avoiding 
an engagement until an opportunity should 
occur of falling upon, the Marquis's fear, 
while he. should be engaged with another 
enemy in front. .-- 
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Plobrachet «a Doimil-dlmf 
FiobraohttMi Bonuilf 
Piobra^iet agaa sprdttach 
Feacht an Innerlochy. 

. • . - , ■ , r 

The. w«iwtiuie iiC OofioU the BhA, 
The war-tune of Black. Donald, 
The pipes and the banner 
Are xxp in the rendecvoiMf 6t Interlochy. 


;^ Thb military road connecting the chain 
• of fbpt% as it is called, and running in the 
general line o£ the present Caledonian ca- 
nal, has now completely opened the great 
gleh, or chasm, extending almost across 
the whole island, once doubtless filled by 
the sea, and still affording basins Ibr that 
long line of lakes, by means of which mo* 
derii art has united the German and At- 
lantic Oceans. The paths or tracts by 
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which the natives traversed this extensive 
valley, were, in 1645-6, in the same situa- 
tion as when they awaked the strain of an 
Irish engineer officer, who had been em- 
ployed in converting them into practicable 
military roads, and whose poem begins, 
and, for aught I know, ends, as follows :-— 

'' Had you but seen these roads before they were 

made^ 
You would haye held up your hands and blessed 

General Wade." 

But, bad as the ordinary paths were, Mon- 
trose avoided them, and led his army, 
like a herd of wild deer, from mountain 
to mountain, and from forest to forest, 
where his enemies could learn nothing of 
his motions, while he acquired the tnost 
perfect knowledge respecting theirs from 
the friendly clans of Cameron and McDon- 
nell, whose mountainous districts he now 
traversed. Strict orders had been givea 
that Argyle^s advance should be watched, 
and that alt intelligence respecting his mo* 

1% . 
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tibns shmild be communicated instanlly to 
the General himself* 

m 

It Was a moonlight night, and Montrose* 
worn out by the fatigues of the day, was 
laid down to sleep in a miserable shieling. 
He had only slumbered two hours, wheft 
some one touched his shoulder. He look- 
ed up,, and, by the stately form and deep 

voice, easily recognized the Chief of the 
jQimercmSi 

« I have news for ypu,^ said that leader, 
«* which it is worth while to arise and listen 
to/* 

CI M'Hduy can bring no other," said 
Montrose, addressing the Chief by his pa- 
trottyraic title — " are they good or bad ?" 

•* As you may take them," said the 
Chieftain. 

•* Are they certiiin ?" 

•« Yes," answered M*Ilduy, ** or another 
messengershould have brought them. Know 
that, tire4 with the task imposed upon me 
of accompanying that unhappy Dalgetty 
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and his handful of horse, who <tetained me 
for hours on the march at the pace of a 
crippled badger, I made a stretch of four 
miles with six of my people in the direc- 
tion of Inverlochy, and there met with Ian 
of Glenroy, who had been out for intelli- 
gence. Argyle is moving upon Inver- 
locliy with three thousand chosen men, 
commanded by the flower of the sons of 
Diarmid. — These are my newg — ^they arc 
certain — it is Tor you to construe their 
purport." 

** Their purport must be good," answer- 
ed Montrose, readily and cheerfully j «« the 
voice of M'llduy is* ever pleasant in the 
ears of Montrose, and most pleasant when 
it speiaks of some brave enterprize at hand 
— What are our musters ?" 

He then called for light, and easily as- 
certained, that a great part of his followers 
havings as usual, dispersed to secure their 
booty, he had not with hita above twelve 
or fourteen hundred liiem 


I 
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'' Not much above a third/' said Mon- 
trose, pausing, «« of Argyle*s force, and 
Highlanders opposed to Highlanders.*— 
With the blessing of God upon the royal 
cause, I would not hesitate were the odds 
^ but one to two," 

*^ Then do not hesitate," said Cameron i 
V for, when your trumpets shall sound to 
attack JVrCallum More, not a man of those 
glens will remain deaf' to the summons, 
Glengary — Keppoch—*Iinyself— would de- 
stroy, with fire and sword, the wretch who 
should remain behind under any pretence 
whatsoever. To-morrow» or the next day, 
shall be a day of battle to all who bear the 
name of McDonnell or Cameroo, whatever 

• be the event" 

*< It is gallantly said, my noplo friend," 
said Montrose, grasping his hand, '^ and I 

• were worse than a coward did I not do 
^ justice to such followers, by entertaining 

, the most indubitable hopes of success. We 
will turn back on this M 'Galium More, who 
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foUows US like a raven to devour the reBcs 
of oitr army, should we meet braver men 
who may be able to break its strength I 
Let the Chieft' and leaders be called toger 
ther as quickly as possible ; and yOu^ who 
have brought us the first news of this joyi 
ful event,^-^for sdch it shafl be,— yotr shall 
bring it to a joyful issue, by guiding tts the 
best and nearest ro^d against oUr enemy;'* 

« That will I willingly do,** said M^ll- 
diiy ; " if I have shewn you paths by which 
W retreat through these dusky wlldsj with 
far more readiness will I teach you hcfw to 
Advance against your enemy." ' 

A general bustle now prevailed, and the 
leaders w6re every where starded from the 
rude couches on which they had soirglit 
temporary repose. 

" ^« I never thought,** said Major Dilget- 
ty, when summoned up from a handfcfl 
of rugged heather rObts, «* to have patted 
from a bed as hard as a stable brooln with 
siich Bad will ; hut indubitably, having but 
one man of military experience in his army. 


# 


•^ 
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b^ .JBxQelLeogr the Marq[i)ts ma}^ be vindi- 
fated 1(1 putting him upon hard duty." . 

So saying, he repaired to the council^ 
w}iere, notwltb^tajading his pedantry, Mon^ 
troae seemed always to listen to him with 
eosisiderable attention ; partly because the 
i^sQqr really po^essed military knowledge 
^md experience, and often made suggestions 
39rhich were found of advantage^ and partly 
because it relieved the general from the 
necessity of deft^rlng entirely to the opi- 
inon of the Highland Chiefs, and gave him 
additional ground for disputing it when it 
was not agreeable to hi3 own. On the pre- 
ifcntOGcasion, Dalgetty joyfully aq(]^uiesced 
in the proposal of marching back and con* 
fronting Argyle, which he compare^ to tl>e 
valiant resolution of the great Gustavus^ 
who moved against the Duke of Bavaria, 
and enriched bis troops by the plunder of 
that rich country, althoujgb. menaced from 
the northward by the large army which 
Wallenflitein had ^embled in Bohemia*. 


€" 
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The ChiefB of Glengary, Keppoch, and 
Lochie), whose clans, equal in courage and 
military fame to any in the Highlands, lay 
within the neighbourhood of the scene of 
action, dispatched the fiery cross dirough 
their vassals, to summon every one who 
could bear arms to meet the King^s Lieu-, 
tenant, and to join the standards of their 
respective chiefs as they marched towards 
Inverlochy. As the order was emphati-. 
cally given, it was speedily and willingly 
obeyed. Their natural love of war, their 
zeal for the royal cause,— for they viewed 
the King in the light of a chief whom hia 
clansmen had deserted, — as well as their 
implicit obedience to their own patriarchs, m 
' drew in to Montrose's army not only all 

in the neighbourhood who were able to 

• •• 

bear arms, but some who, in age at leasts ^ 
might have been esteemed past the use of m 
them. During the next day's march, whicbi 
being directed straight through the moun- 
taifis of Lbchaber, was unsusjpected by the 
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enemy, his forces were augmented by hand- 
fulls of men issuing from each glen, and ran- 
ging themselves under the banners of then: 
respective Chiefs. This was a circumstance 
highly inspiriting . to the rest of the army, 
who, by the time they approached the ene- 
my, found their strength increased consi- 
derably more than one-fourth, as had been' 
prophesied by the valiant leader of the 
Camerons. 
While Montrose executed this counter- 

« 

march, Argyle had, at the head of his gal- 
lant army, advanced up the southern side 
of Loch-Eil, and reached the river Lochy, 
which combines that lake with Lbch-Lochy, 
The ancient Castle of Inverlochy, once, as 
it is said, a royal fortress, and still, although 
dismantled, a place of some strength and 
consideration, offered convenient head^ 
quarters, and there was ample room for 
Argyle's army to encamp around him in 
the valley, where the Lochy joins Loch- 
EtL Several barges had attended, loaded 
with provisions, so that they were in every 


9S4 TALE3 07 MY 2^ND40R]». 

respect 99 well accommodated a$: »ach ^ 
army wifibed or expected to be» The Mar* 
quis^ in council with Auchectbreck and 
Ardenvohr, expressed his fuU confidence 
that Montrose was now pn the brink of dew 
struption ; that his troops uxost gradually; 
diminish as he moved eastward thrpugh 
such uncouth paths ; that if he went east^ 
ward» he must encounter Urrie and Baili 
lie ; if northward, fall into the Mnda oC 
Seaforth ; or should he chu^ any halting 
place, he would expose himself to he at* 
tacked by ihvee armies at onqe. ,. ; 

« I cannot rejoice in the piroarpect, my; 
lord," said Auchenbreck, " that James 
Graham will be crushed with little assist^ 
ance of ours. He has left a heavy account 
in Argyleshire against him^ and I long to 
reckon with him drop of blood for drop of 
blood. I love not the payment of such 
debts by third hands." 

« You are too scrupulous/ said Argyle 5 
<< what signifies by whose hands the blood 
of the Grahams is spilt ?~It is time that of 
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the 8ona Of Diwmid ^Quld cease to ^w. 
Mh»i) say yoii, Ardetivohr ?" 
, ^ 1 8»y, tcty lof d," i^epUed Sir I>mqc«% 
.^ HmuC I tbifik Auobei^reck will be grati- 
fied, iMd will himself have a ipersdnal (^ 
poHumty of settUog accounts with Mon- 
teosie for hi^ d^edatiQQ&b Reports havie 
reached out outposts thiit the Camerons are 
asbembling o& the skirts of Ben-^evis }, this 
iuist be to join the advance of Montrose, 
Mi tiot to cover his retreat*'^ 
. '** li must be some scheme of harassing 
and def^redafion/' said Argyle^ *< deyis^d 
by the invtetetrate malignity of M^lduy, 
whleb he terms loyalty« Tbey can intend 
ito t90ire than- an attack on our outposts, 
fit' some annoyance to to-morraw*& march;'^ 
^^I hs^e aent oat scouts,*" said Sir Dun* 
can, ^ in every direetipn, to procure inteU 
Ijgence i and we must soon bear whether 
^ey feaUy do assemble any force, upon 
what poitat, or with what purpose*^ 
ii waa late ere anyHidings were recel- 
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ved ; but when tbe moon had ariteiiy a 
considerable bustle in the camp, and a 
noise immediately after heard in the castle, 
announced the arrival of important intdtH^ 
gence. Of the scouts first dispersed by Ar« 
denvohr, some had returned without being 
able to collect anything, save uncertain ni« 
mours concerning movements in the coutt^ 
trv of the Camerons» It seemed as if tbe 
skirts of Ben*Nevis were sending forth those 
unaccountable and portentous sounds w^ 
which they sometimes announce die near 
arrival of a storm.- Others, whose zeal car^ 
ried them &rther upon their mission, wete 
entrapped and slain, or made prisoners, by 
the inhabitants of the fastnesses into which 
they endeavoured to penetrate*. At length, 
on the rapid advance of Montrose's army, 
his advanced guard and the outposts of 
Argyle became aware of each other's pre- 
sence, and after exchanging a few mu^et- -i 
shots and arrows, fell back to their respee^ 
tive miain bodies, to convey intelligence 
and receive orders. 8 
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, Sir Duncan Campbell, and Auchefibreck, 
Instantly threw themselves on horseback, 
in order to visit the state of the outposts ; 
aiid. the Marquis of Argyle maintained bis 
dbmracter of commander-in-chief with re« 
jpiilatioD, by making a respectable atrange- 
mcnt of his forces in the plain, as it was 
.i^ident that they m^ht now expect a night 
itomr or an attack in the morning at far- 
tiic^t. Montrose had kept his forces so 
; cautiously within the defiles of the moun- 
tain, that no effort which Auchenbreck or 
Ardoivohr thought it prudent to attempt, 
C0idd ascertain his probable strength. 
They were aware, however, that, at the ut- 
most computation, it must be inferior to 
Iheir own, and they returned to Argyle to 
in£cMrm him;of the amount of their observa-^ 
tions} but that'nobl6man refused to be- 
lieve that Montrose could be in presence 
Imnself. He said, *< It was a madness, of 
which even James Graham, in his height of 
preaimptuous phrenzy, was incapable ; and 
he doubted not that their march was only ^ 
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impeded by their ancient eaeinies^ GleosD, 
Keppocfa> and Gilengary ; and pet hapar M«* 
Vourighi with his M^FhenKxns, might have 
assembled a force^ which he knew most be!^ 
greatly inferior m numbefs to his owa, asid 
whom^ therefore^ be doubted not to din^ 
perse by force, or by terms of capftuIatiooJ^ 

The spirit of Argyle's followers was higli, 
breathing vengeance for the disasters wiitdb 
fheir country had so lately undergone } xaA 
the night padsed m anxious hopes that tiae 
morning might dawn upon tiieir reiig^aitce; 
The outposts o£ eithei; army ke{^ a carefid 
watch^ and the sohliera of Argyie slept io 
the offdec e£ battle which they were aest to 
occupy. . 

A paie dawn bad scarce begun ta tmg^ 
the tops of these immeoBajnouiitaiiis, mkm 
the leaders; of both armies prepated for At 
business of the day. It was the sooondr of 
February, I64A«6. The clansoieii of Arjgyte 
were arranged in two lines^ not hv fsam 
the angle between the rnrer aod^ tire M»t 
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sifti4 itad^ lui |i|i4paaruoe eqt&ally resolitte 
Vk^ fiDT^inidabie^ Auclienbreck woold vfiL 
lingly have cpmnieiiced (hQ battle by aa 
ilttoQk ^ tbe oufr^poBto of tbe enemj^^ Itut 
-4r^]te^ wUb more cautious pdicy, pre&r- 
zj^ rweivwg. to making the oa»et Signals 
trere.soon beafd, that tbe^ would not liHig 
wait for it in vain. The CampbeSb Could 
diatingui^ iid thfe gorge €if tbe momkCakis, 
the waMuiiesQfvadious clans as they ad» 
iraooed to the onset Thit of die Canae'* 
rons, which bears the omimnia words^ ad^ 
dressed to the woives and tsiy&is, *^ Come 
te ine» and I wiit give yoii fiesh^" was Idudi* 
Ijrf^ecboed from thfiii^ native glens. lathe 
language, of the Highland bards» th^ war 
voice of Glen^ry. waa not taiemt ; and the 
gathering, tunes of other trMies eould.be 
(dainly distingujbhed^ as they stiQcessively 
^§m^: vejf to the exjbreniity of tiie paiSMJea 
from which they were to descend imto the 
nlsiiitt 
^ You i^e^" said Argyle to hi9 kinflmeo^ 


> 
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** it is as I said, we have only to deal witb 
our neighbours } James Graham has ndit 
ventured to shew us hi& banner.*' . ^ 

At this moment there resounded from tiie 
gorge of the pass a lively flourish of trumps 
ets, in that note with which it was the an^ 
dent Scottish f iashion to salute the royal 
standard. / 

<< You may hesu*, my IcMrd, the signal," 
said Sir Duncan Campbell, '* that he who 
pretends to be the King's Lieutenant, temi; 
be in person among these men.'' 

^^ And has probably horse with him^'^ 
said Auchenbreck, *< which I could not 
have anticipated. But shall we look pale 
fqr that, my lord, when we have foes to 
fight^ and wrongs to revenge F' 

Argyle was silent, and looked upcm his 
arm, which hung in a sash, owing to a fall 
which he had sustained in a preceding 
march. - . ^ 

*' It is true," interrupted Ardenvohr, 
ei^rly ; ••my Lord of Argyle, you are dis- 
abled from using either sword or pistol $ 
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yaa niiist. retire on board the galleyfr—your 
Mt ia precious to us as a head— ^your hand 
cannot be useful to us as a soldier." 

^ Ho" said Argyle, pride contending 
m&i irresolutioD, ** it i^all never be said 
that I fled before Montrose ; if I cannot 
B^tAf I will at least die in the midst of my 
children.'' 

Several other principsd chiefs of the 
i>am|^ljb» with one voice, conjured and 
obtested their chieftain to leave them for 
that day to the leading of Ardenvohr and 
Anchenbreck, and to behold the conflict 
irom a distance and in safety. — We dare 
not stigmatize Argyle with poltroonery 
««**for,. though his life was marked by no 
action of bravery, yet he behaved with so 
iBFuch composure and dignity in the final 
aad closing scene, that his conduct upon 
4iie present and similar occai^ons, should be 
rather imputed to indecision than to want 
vf courage. But when the sm&ll still voice 
within a nian^s owA breast, which tells him 
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that bifl life k of conequenoetrl&nfleU&^Hi 
seoohded by that of ninnbeni ahmnd hitH, 
who asi^re him that kisof e^uai advuBbage 
to the public, history aflbrds Hiittiyl esttmw 
plea of men more babituaUj daaivg &^ 
Ai^le, wbo have consulted adl&pbeietvii' 
tion when the temptationib to it i^ei^ ^ 
powerfully increased. ' » 

^< See Mm on board, if you wiU, 8ir £Km-^ 
ban," said Ancberibredc to hiakiBtiman; ^HL 
miist prevent ibis; spiiit ftom sptftaflttg^fdcu 
iher among usr/' < 

So saying, he ithreiw bimsdf aalosg tke 
raciks, ehtreatiiig, ebnimandiiig, and cot^il- 
ling the soldiers, toi^emelDbtrthBtr anckoft 
fame and their present sbpericmty; the 
wrongs they had to rerenge, >if silcoessftil^ 
and the fate th^ had to dread^ if van^tusb. 
ed i atid imparting to etery bosoaa a pQ» 
tioh of the fire wfaidi j^^wed in hi» pwtl. 
Slowly^ m^anwbi^e, and applufontly witb ro- 
luctance, Argyle snflfeved himadf to be 
forced by his offidfdus kiitaten: to 'tbe 
verge of the lake^ and was transported on 


board of a- galley* from the deck ef which 
hfi surveyed with wore safety than credit 
the scene which ensued. 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardeuvobr» XK)t<» 
withstandiag' the i^geocy qf the Qccaaifm, 
stood with his eyes rivetted on the boat 
isihich bore his chieftain from the field of 
bMtle* There ivere fe^tin^s in bi9 bosora 
vchich could not be^expres^edi for the cha»-^ 
racter of a chief was th^ of a father^ and 
the heart of a clansman durst not dwell 
upon his failings with critical severity « as 
upon those of other men^ Argyle, toOj^ 
harsh* and severe to Qther% was generoua 
and liberal among his kinsmen> and tho 
noble heart of Ardenvohr was wrung withr 
bittef anguiidi^ when he reflected to what 
interpretation his {^esent c<mduct might 
subject him* 

«* It is better jit should be so," said he to 
lumself^ devauring.his own emotion ( ^^ buit 
—of his line of a hundred sires, 1 know 
not one who would have retired while thiei 
banner of Diarmid waved in the wind 1'^ 
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A loud shout now compelled him to tunii 
and to hasten with all dispatch to his post, 
which was on the right flank of Argyle's 
little army. 

The retreat of Argyle had not passed 
unobserved by his watchful enemy, who, 
occupying the superior ground, could marl^ 
every circumstance which passed below^ 
The movement of three or four horsemen 
to the rear shewed that those who retreat- 
ed were men of rank. 

" They are going," said Dalgetty, " to 
put their horses out of danger, like prudent 
cavaliers. Yonder goes Sir Duncan Camp- 
bell, riding a brown bay gelding, which I 
had marked for my own second charger." 

*• You are wrong. Major," said Mon- 
trose, with a bitter smile, '^ they are saving 
their precious chief. — ^Give the signal for 
assault instantly — send the word through 
the ranks.— 'Gentlemen, noble Chiefs, Glen- 
gary, Keppocb, M^Vourigh, upon them in- 
stantly ! — Ride to M^Ilduy, Major Dalgetty, 
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and tell him to charge, as he loves Locha- 
ber«— return and bring our handful of horse 
to my standard. They shall be placed with 
the Irish as a reserve " 
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CHAPTER XL 


Aa meets a rock a ihousa&d waTe8> bo Im^Siil met Loch« 
Ik. OasiAir.. 


The trumpets and bag-pipep^ those ckh 
morous harbingers of blood and death, at 
4>nce united in the signal for onset, which 
was replied to by the cry of more than two 
thousand warriors, and the echoes of the 

m 

mountain glens behind them. Divide^ into 
three bodies, or columns, the Highland 
followers of Montrose poured from the tte- 
files which had hitherto concealed them 
irom their enemies, and rushed with the 
utmost determination upon the Campbells, 
who waited their charge with the greatest 


• 
IRrmnesd. . Behi&d these tSswpng cdumns 
mtf ched in lii^e tibd Iritfa^ under Colkitto^ 
itrtended to form tlie reservew With them 
'Was the royal standard^ and Mcmtrose him^ 
self f and on the flanks were about 6&j 
horse, .under Dalg^tty, which by wondert. 
fill exertions had been kept in. aoine sort 
fit for service. 

The right column of loyalists was. led 
hy Glengary, the left l^ LocineU and the 
fcentre by the Earl of MeBteith^ who pre- 
ferred fighting on foot in a Highland dress 
to remaining with the cavalry^ 

The Highlanders ponred cm. with the 
^reterbfal fury of their conntxy^ firing 
«their guns, and dischargidg their arrows, 
at a Rltfee distance ftom the enemy^ who 
TCCdved the assault with the most deter- 
Ridi!ied gallantry. Better provided with 
Wiusquetry than their enemtesj^ stsUioneary 
«%^, and tlierefore taking the more deci^ 
iSfVe aim, the lire of Aigylds foUowers was 
fctot^ de^i^ieti'M tham that wbicli they eu8* 
tttintfdv The ctens, peccemng thi^, rushed 
to close quarters, and succeeded on two 
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points in throwing their enemies iota dis- 
order. With regular trodps this must have 
achieved a victory ; but here Highlanders 
were oppiosed to Highlanders, and the na- 
ture of the weapons, as well as the agility 
of those who wielded them/ wcus equal qo 
both sides. 

Their strife was accordingly desperate ; 
and the clash of the swords and axes,^ as 
tiiey encountered each other^.or rung upon 
the t&rgets, was mingled with the shoit, 
wild, animating slirieks with which H%h« 
landers accompany violent exertion of aqy 
kind. Many of the foes opposed were per- 
sonally acquainted, and sought to match 
themselves with each other from motives 
of hatred, or a more generous emulation 
of valour. Neither party would retreat 
an inch, while the place of those who 
fell (and they fell fast on both sides) was 
eagerly supplied by others, who thronged 
to the front of danger. A steam, Vkt 
that which arises from a seething caldron, 
rose into the thin, cold, frosty air, and ho- 
vered above the combatants. 
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So stood the fight on the right and the 
centre, vfith no immediate consequence^ 
es^cept mutai wounds and death. 
^ On the right of the Campbells, the 
Knight of Ardenvohr obtained some ad* 
Tan rage, through his military skill and by 
strength of numbers. . He had moved for- 
ward obliquely the extreme flank of his line 
at the instant the Royalists were about to 
close, so that they sustained a fire at once on 
front and in flank, and, despite the utmost 
^orts of their leader, were thrown into 
some confusion. At this instant, Sir Dun- 
can Campbell gave the word to charge, and 
thus unexpectedly made the attack at the 
very moment he seemed about to receive 
it. Such a change of circumstances is al- 
ways discouraging, and often fataL But 
the disorder was remedied by the advance 
'of the Irish reserve, whose heavy and sus- 
tained fire compelled the Knight of Ar- 
denvohr to forego his advantage, and con« 
tent himself with repulsing his enemy. The 
Marquis in the meanwhile, availing himself 
of some scattered birch trees, as well as of 
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ike smoke prodaeed by the d(}se fi^e of Ihe 
Uih titasqaetty, t/^bich conoeated the <]^ 
ration, called opdn Ddlgetty to fotlow biM 
with the horse^ and \theelmg roUAd' s^ ad 
to gain the right flank and even the' returdF 
the enemy^ he commanded his sik trampeti 
to Mtmd the charge. The clang of th« iNM* 
iralry trampets^ atid the noise of the gdiWp^ 
itg of the horde, produced an effect lipOA 
Aiigyle'8 right wing ii^hich no other sonniSi 
could have impressed them ti^h."nifc 
tnoufitaineers of that period had a «up^ 
fititioiis di^ad of the war-horse, like tili&t 
entertained by the Feittvians, afid ttMA 

■ 

fnany Grange ideas respeedng the maiva^t 
in which thatanin^al wlis ttatned to comitfckt 
When, therefore/ they found th^r ranil 
unexpectedly brok^^ and thal^ the ofaj^ts 
Toi th^ir greatest terror were ^ddenty ik 
4he midst of them, the panic, in* «p{te <C 
^it Duncan's attempts to stop it, tec^ltte 
•universalt Indeed, the figure of Major 
Dalgetty atone, sfa^thed in impenethibte 
•armour, and maki^ bis horse caracole And 


l^oun4» so as tp give weight tp ey? ry blpw^ 
which hq s^ruck^ would bav^ b^f q ;» qaveU 
jty lA itself sp^pi^nt t© t^frif^ th«si? who 
had never seen apytbin^. inorf; nearly rc- 
f^ipbUr^ suph a <;avalier, th»n f^aJi^lfyi w^dr 
dling under a Highlander far bigger tba9 
i|;self. Th^ repul^d B'OyaJists returned to 
ih^ charge ; the Irish, keepii)^ (h^r ranl^9^ 
i)[iaii)tained df fir^ e^^ually close and destrqcr 
tive^ TherA iFas no sustaining the fight 
kuigef. Argyle*s^ follower^ beg^n to br^ak 
and fly^ mqj^t towarc^s thp lal^e, the romain- 
4e|: in ^ifTcrent directions^ The defeat of 
the right wing, of itself deaisiv^, yras ren- 
dered irreparably by thp, deat}i pf AucheQr 
l^ireqky, who fell while pndeaii/^vripg to re« 
store order*. 

The Knight of Ardienvohr, with two or 
three hundred men^ ^U.geptlem^n of de> 
scent ajDd cUstinguishe4 g^llAUtry, epdea* 
vpiiredy with unfailing heroism, to cpver 
the tumultuary retreat of the ppmnion file^ 
Tlieir re^hitign opiy proved fatal to thenv* 

you IV. I. 
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selves, as they were charged again and 
again by fresh adversaries, and forced se- 
parate from each other, until at length their 
uim seemed only to be to purchase an ho- 
nourable death by resisting to the very 
last. 

** Good quarter, Sir Duncan," called but 
Major Dalgetty, when he discovered his 
late host, with one or two others, defend- 
ing himself against several Highlanders ; 
and, to enforce his offer, he rode up to him 
with his sword uplifted. Sir Duncan's re- 
ply was the discharge of a reserved pistol, 
which took effect not on the person of 
the rider, but on that of his gallant horse, 
which, shot through the heart, fell dead 
under him. Ranald MacEagh, who was 
one of those who had been pressing Sir 
Duncan hard, took the opportunity to cut 
him down with his broad- sword, as he turn- 
ed from him in the act of firing the pistol. 

Allan M'Aulay came up at this moment 
They were) excepting Ranald, followers of 
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» ■ • « 

his brother who were engaged on that part 
of the field. *« Villains !** he said, "which 
of you has dared to do this, when it was my 
positive order that the Knight of Arden- 
vohr should be taken alive ?" 

Haifa-dozen of busy hands, which were 
emulously employed in plundering the fall- 
en Knight, whose arms and accoutrements 
were of a magnificence befitting his quality, 
instantly forebore the occupation, and half 
the number of voices exculpated them- 
selves, by laying the blame on the Skye- 

• • • 

'man, as they called Ranald MacEagh. ' 

•* Dog of an Islander !" said Allan, for- 
getting, in his wrath, their prophetic bro- 
therhood, " follow the chace, and harm 
hiiQ no farther, unless you mean to die by 
my hand." They were at this moment left 
almost alone ; for Allan's threats had forced 
his own clan from the spot, and all around 
had pressed onwards towards the lake, car- 
rying before them noise, terror, and confu* 
sion, and leaving behind only the dead and 


dying* Tbf taooaeiU vi[i^. teispitj^g to^Sail* 
£iigjb'«« vengeful spiriL-^V Th^t. |, 4^91)1^ 
die. by your h;And» i^ed ^s it la yifUI^.tl^^l^log^ 
of ixvy kindredV sjud he» ^sidi^Fuig; |^ 
threat of Allan in a topc^ afl fl^eo^qiQg 98 
bia own^ ** huot more likely t^hajD: thai you 
fibpujid fall by mine." Witlv tUa^t^ bft ^^fjl^ 
^t Ai'Aulay with: wfih uiiexpeqti84 t£a^ 
&«9fc tliat he h;(4 sqs^Tf^ tinpQ ];9 iq^^^C^ 
tk$ blow with^t^tc^r^. 

« Villain l" s^d J^l^, ip a$|;(^mf^^ 
^« larhat ineajjs tl^is^PV. 

«« i; aip Ranald of thp MU^j!' ^D^wei^ed;^ 
Idesman^ repeatingtlio bli^wf aia^, w,t(^tiiat 
word, they, wgaged ip). cipw sffid fijripUJi 
^p4^t' It se^rped. to b^idfjc^ed, tjj^^t i? 

AiUj^ M*Aui»y h^d aww tfr?? ^yp^e^n pf 

his iDi^ther's wrpqgs i){)op tdpis wi}4. tfi|^ 
as. wap proved t^y J»^« i?eu^ of t^ pr?;sWt» 
A^ .Mfp]i as, of foifwgr. mvipb^^, Aff^ SJt 
cbs^ngipg a.f(p\yi))(>wft, Biaoal^ft%cfi;|gli w^ 
prw^mt^, by, ^ 4eep : wpiH4:9a, t)f e. skufti 
find M*Aulay,spttipg.b« fqfltrlW bH»,.AV»» 


I 
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^boat to p2B» the 'broaci'swdrd tliriMaigfa: his 
hoSty, ^faen d%€ point of the Weapon wafc 
struck up by a: third pitrty, who suddenly 
iiiterposed. This was no other than Major 
"Dolgeiiy, H9hOy sttKined by the fall, and en* 
cumbered by the dead body of hk hor^e^ 
hfctd i]»ow recovered his l^gs atid his onder- 
stlmditig. ^« Hold up yout' siwor d,*^ said be 
f M'Aulayv ^ and prejudice this pwdon 
no farther, in respect that he is h(sre in fay 
sife c($i}ducty afird in his E^cellency^^ ser^ 
vice; and in regard that n!0 hdnoilfable 
cavalier is at liberty^ by the law martial, to 
avenge his own private injuries^ j^dgtitnie 
heih, mttko mt^us ftc^ttmU ptaiibJ* 

'*^ FoolP' said Allan, *«'staiKi asidfe, and 
dure bot to come 'between the tiger and his 
prey/' 

But, far from quitting his poitit, Da%etty 
sfiepticross the fallen body of MacEagb,and 
gave Allan to uiklerstand, that if he call- 
ed :biiiGisei£ a tiger, he was likdy, sit pl«- 
sesit, to£nd/a lion in:fai$ path. Thtr(& re* 
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quired no more than the gesture and tone 
of defiance to turn the whole rage of the 
military Seer against the person who was 
opposing the course of his vengeance^ and 
blows were instantly exchanged without, 
farther ceremony. 

The strife betwixt Allan and MacEaghluid . 
been unnoticed by the stragglers around, 
for the person of the latter was known to 
few of Montrose's followers ; but the scuffle . 
betwixt Dalgetty and him, both so well 
known, attracted instant attention ^ and 
fortunately, among others, that of Montrose 
himself, who had come for the purpose of. 
gathering together his small body of horse, 
and following the pursuit down Ix>ch-EiL 
Aware of the fatal consequences of dissen- 
sion in his little army, he pushed his horse 
up to the spot, and seeing MaoEagh on the 
ground, and Dalgetty in the attitude of: 
protecting him against M^Aulay, hiis quick • 
apprehension instantly caught the cause 
of quarreU ^nd as instantly devised mesms : 
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to Stop it. •• For shame»" he said, *' gentle- 
men cavaliers, brawling together in so glo- 
rious a field of victory ! — ^Are you mad ? Or 
are you intoxicated with the glory which 
you have both this day gained ?*' 

*< It is not my fault, so please your Ex- 
cellency," said Dalgetty. *• I have been 
known a bonus sadusj a bon camaradoj in. 
all the services of Europe ; but he that 

touches a man under my safeguard'' 

<< And he," said Allan, speaking at the 
same time, ^< who dares to bar the course 

of my just vengeance" 

<< For shame, gentlemen," again repeat- 
ed Montrose ; <^ I have other business tor 
you both, — business of deeper import- 
ance than any private quarrel, which you 
may easily find a more fitting time to settle. 
For you. Major Dalgetty, kneel down." 

«« Kneel !" said Dalgetty ; «*^ I have not 
l^rned to obey that word of command, 
saving when it is giv^n from the pulptt.. in 
the Swedish discipline, the front-rank do 


iodebd kned, but only wheh tiie r«;g!lAMtit 
is dra^cn up six file d^iSp.** 

^ Nevertheless,'' fepeatetl Mblittdsfej,^^ 
•' kneel dorwn, in the tiatne of KtUg Chiu^les 
and of his represetitative.** • 

Wheti Diilgetty i-d«ttantlyt)beyea, Mdn- ■ 
tros^e struck him slightly Oh the nedc i9i^ 
the flat of his sword, saying,***.** Inxewftrd* 

of the gallant service cjf this day, and rti the 
namu and authority of otif sovereign, fflft^ 
Charits, I dab thee k*ight ; be b<-afe, loyal, 
and fottouate, Antl now, Sir Diigiiia BHU 
getty, to your dmy. Coflfect what )it)ftei' 
men you cat), and -pursue such of tll^^He* 
my as are flying down the side of the Lake< 
Do not disperse your force, not* *tnttrt*e 
tt)o fir ; but take heed to ptevem t1«*f 
rallying, which Vefy litt^t exertioft ttiiydUl 
Mount then, Sir Dtigald, tod do ytfa^ 
duty.'' 

"But what shall I mount ?^ tiaid the ftifeW- 
made thfevalier*. « Poor GiistaVu« rftipi 
in the bed of honour, like his iitit&ofttf 


nmUgMkkt I itiid I am itiftd^ a knightt a rU 
der^ as th^e High Batch have it, just when 
I. hjEiiifi. not a bo»se left to ride upon-.*' 
< ^^Ttiit shall nott)e saki/' answeiied Mon- 
trOBe, distiaotintiiig ; ** i moke you a pre-: 
stttt-of tny own, which has been thought a ' 
good one ; onl? pray yoii, resume the d^ty - 
you discharge so welL^ 

With many] acknowledgments. Sir Du- 
gdd : mMUited. th^ ateed so liberally be- . 
stl^i»«d upon him ; and only beseeching his 
ElttoUency to retbember that MacEagh was: 
uodei^ bis 3ale eoDduct, inimediately begait 
to^^tturute the orders assigned to him^ with< 
gfsM t aeal . and alacrity. 

.^ And you, Allan M^Aulay^ «aid Mon* 
trt)ae> addressing the Highlander^ who, 
leakniog- his isword*point on the ground, 
hftdvtegafded the ceremony of his aiitago- 
niaira Jbnigfatho«K} with a sneer of sullen 
settca^ir^^* 5 on, who ar^ superior to the lOt^^ 
dhnoy men led by i the paltry, motives of 
pkiJidtry JMi4/payy and peisotial distinction^ 
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---youy whose deep knowledge retad^ra you 
so valuable a counsellor^-^is it you whom I 
find striving with a man like Dalgetty^ for 
the privilege of trampling the remains oi* 
life out of so contemptible an enemy as lies 
there? Come, my friend, I have other 
work for you. This victory, skilfully inv 
proved, will win Seaforth to our party. « It 
is not disloyalty, biit despair of the gobd 
cause, that has induced him to take arms 
against us. These arms, in this momtot of 
better augury, he may be brought to umte 
with ours. I send my gallant friend, C<rfo« 
nel Hay, to him, from this very fidd of 
battle, but he must be united in commis* 
sion with a Highland gentleman of rank, 
befitting that of Seaforth, and of talents 
and of influence such as may make an itn* 
pression upon him. You are not onlyfin 
every respect the fittest for this most im* 
portant mission, but, having no immecUate* 
commsind, your presence may be mof« 
easily spared than that of a Chief ithoKt 
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fbUowing is in the field. Yon know every 
pass and glen in the Highlands, as well as 
the manners and customs of every tribe. 
Go therefore to Hay, on the right wing ; 
he has instructions, and expects you. You 
will find him with Glenmorrison's men ; 
Be bis guide, his interpreter, and his col- 
league." . 

Allan M'Aulay bent on the Marquis a 
dark^nd penetrating glance, as if to ascer-' 
tain, whether this sudden mission was not: 
conleriied for some latent and unexplained ' 
purpose. But Montrose, skilful in searching 
the motives of others, was an equal adept in 
concealii^ his own. He considered it as 
of* the last consequence, in this moinent of' 
ettkhiisiasm and exalted passion, to remove 
AUan from the camp for a few days, that 
he ma^t provide, as his honour required, 
for the safety of those who had acted as his 
guides,' when he trustied the Seer's quarrel * 
with Dalgetty might be easily made up. 
Allan, at parting, only recommended to the 
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Marquui the ewe of Sir Daiiean <^a^bdl^ 
iirhora Afontrose instantly direotfd to lie 
conireyed to a place of safety^ He took 
the iftoie precaution for Mac£agh» oommit- 
ting^ the latter^ however, to a ptlty oi the 
Irish, ^ith directions that he idM>uId be ta^* 
ken care of, but that no Highlattder, of way 
clan, should have access to him. 

The Marquis dien nouated a led' ikoraie,^ 
yAdch was held by one of fai» atieodaaGi^ 
and lode on to view the scene of fais'vic^ 
tory, which rms laove decisive than even 
his ardeM hopes had anttoipated* Of Ar» 
gyle's^ gallant mmiy of tiiree ^housmd awB^ 
fally one^haif fell in the battle, or (Mi the ^ 
iligbt* They had bees chiefly ebrimi baek 
upon that part of the pi&iia iithere the neet 
fdrmsan angle with, the lake, ao thaEtithtm> 
was no free'4>pettii}g either for retreat sor 
escape. Scsverat huodseds wereforaeddita 
the late and drownad* Of the aurYaeor% 
about ooe-half escaped by swifflmiag tin 


rivefv <» hy tto torly -flight «long the left 
bank ^^ the lake. The remaitider threvr 
themselves into the old Oastle of Inveiw 
lochy ; but being without either provision^ 
or hopes of relief, they were obliged to sur- 
render, on condition of being suffered to 
return to their homes in peace. Arms, 
ammunition, standards, and baggage, all 
became the prey of the conquerors. 

This was the greatest disaster that ever 
befell the race of Diarmid, as the Camp* 
bells were called in the Highlands ; it 
bdng generally remarked that they were as 
fortunate in the issue of their undertakings, 
as they were sagacious in planning, and 
courageous in executing them. Of the num- 
ber slain, nearly five hundred were dunni* 
wasaels, or gentlemen claiming descent 
from known and respected houses. And, 
in the opinion of many of the clan, even 
' thia heavy loss was exceeded by the dis- 
grwe arising from the inglorious conduct 
of their Chief, whose galley weighed anchor 
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when the day was lost, and sailed down the 
lake with all the speed to which sails and 
oars could impel her. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Faint the dm of battle bray'd, 

D»tant down the hollow wiiid ; 
War and terror fled before^ 

Wounds and death remained behind. 

Pekrose. 

Mo^teosk's splendid success over bis 
powerful rival was not attained without 
sdme loss, though not amounting to the. 
tienth of whdt he inflicted. The obstinate va- 
Iburof the Campbells cost the lives of many, 
bjrave men of the opposite party; and 
more.wer^ wounded, the chief of whom was 
rtie brave young Earl of Menteith, who bad. 
cx>miiiaB]ded the centre. He was but light- . 
ly touched bowever, and made rather a 
graceful than' a tet^rible appearance when he 


presented to his general the- standard of 
Argyle, which he had taken from the stanil- 
ard-bearer with his own hand, and slain him 
in single combat Montrose dearly loved 
his noble kinsman^ in whom there was con* 
spicuoQS a flash of the generous, romantic» 
disinterested diivalry of (he old heroic 
times, entirely different from the mercena- 
ry, calculating, .and is^lfishabarnoter. which 
the practice* 'Of entert^inkig mtrceimy 
troops had introduced into most parts of 
EuropevAnd of which degeneracy Scotland, 
who furnished soldiers of fortune for the sex- 

tke of silmMt erery nationt h^^beatt^JMita. 
idinnMd witba more^than* usual sbare^ Mm^ 
trosey wb^^ae^ nmire sptf it< wAsioongeoialy dk 
thdttgliiexperiencebad taught hid! fao^ito 
ttvasl himself af tlie motivts ^f olbeps^ 4nttd 
to M^nteith neither the language of pt$im 
nor of promise, \Mt olaspied himto bis bomai' 
aa he-^xckiimed, v My gaHaiit^i^inafiaan 1^. 
.Ajid by this burst of heartfelt ^afiptmise' 
waiMenteiih thrilled wth a wttrmef'gUnr of 
d«ligbty4:ban if bi^ prafises had becil cecovd^; 

11 


eSiii^tep&n^eiHaie ttdtkm MAt dirttttly M- 
the ^6to dthh sovtjMstgUi 

** N<*«liif}gr hfe^dtod, « my lord^ iiow 
se^ta^ 16 reitiHin itk ^hidh i cao fender my 
BmM^ces p^t^it thfd tb li^k after ^ dittjr 
of hil^iliniiUy-^the Knigh^t^Ai'detiVohr^ M 
I am totd» id duff' ]^ri»oner, and severdy 

^< And weH he deserve to be to/' »Bld 
Sif DugaM Dalgetty^ vAio omm up tx> tlieni 
at that moment with a prodigious additioil 
of aeiq[u{red i»iportance, ^* since he shot ttiy 
gond horse at the moment that I tnte toSer^ 
mglyim hotioiar^bie quarter, vhiehi I muit 
needs iay^ was done mow like an ignorant 
Hlghktid Cateran, who hi^s tvot seoseenough 
to ereet a sconce for the prelection of hh 
old hurley- hoase of a castle, than like 4 
soIdKer of ^vorth and qiril ity^*" 

•• Are we to tcwidde with you then,** 
imd Lord Menteith, ^^ upon tlie loabof tfat* 
famed Ottstavu^ ^' 

"Even 80, my lord,f answered the solcttat 
with a deep sigh, *« JUm damii ttfjosr^ 
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niUfttf.^B we said, at the Mareschal CoUogCx 
of Aberdeen. Better, so than be soiothered 
like a cadgier's poney in some flow^moss^ or 
saow- wreath, whic^ was like to be iiis fate if 
this winter campaign lasted longer. But it: 
has pleased his Excellency (making an in- 
clination to Montrose,) to supply his place 
by the gift of a noble steeds whom I have 
taken ^he freedom to name * JjQyalty'$ Be- 
tMrdf in memory of t}iis celebrated occa- 
sion." 

«M hope," said the Marqais, " you'U 
find Loyalty's Reward, since you. call him 
so, practised in ^11 the duties of the field,— 
but I must just hint to you, that at this 
time, in Sa)tland, loyalty is mo.re frequent* 
ly rewarded with an halter, than with a» 
horse." 

" A hem ! your Excellency is pleased to 
be facetious. Loyalty's Reward is as per- 
iect as Gustavus in all his exercises, and of 
a far finer figure. Marry ! his social quali- 
ties are less cultivated, in res|>ect be has 
lu^pt tilli»)w.iiiieji:ior compismy,'- - 
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"Not meaning hU Excellency the Gene- 
ral, I hope,*' said Lord Menteith. " For 
shame, Sir Dugald !" 

. ** My lord," answered the Knight grave- 
ly, " I am incapable to mean anything so 
utterly misbecoming. What I asseverate is, 
that his Excellency having the same inter- 
course with his horse during his exercise, 
that he hath with his soldiers when train- 
ing them, may forn} and break either to 
every feat of war which he chooses to prac- 
tice, and accordingly that this noble charger 
is admirably managed. But as it is the in- 
tercourse of private life that fortneth the so- 
cial character, so I do not apprehend that of 
the siilgle soldier to be much polished by. 
the conversation of the corporal or the ser- 
geant, or that of Loyalty's He ward to have' 
heeti much dulcified, or ameliorated, by the> 
society of his Excellency's grooms, whd be- 
stow, more oaths, and kicks, and thumps, 
than kindness or caresses, upon the animah^ 
etatrusted to their charge, whereby many a 
generous quadruped, rendered- as it wert^^ 
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mliflif^tDpie» ^anifesitl dcefitig the wstof 
bis lif(^ a greater desire to kkfk and iMte his 
master, than to love and to honour him.** 

^ ^akeii like ahorac^" said Montfore« 
*^ W^i^ there an academy for the educa- 
tion of hdraes ^6 be annexed to the Mare- 
80hal College of Aberdeein Sir Dogald 
Dalg^tty alone should fill tlie chain'' 

^ Because, being an ass,'' said Mentehh, 
afside to the General, << tbwe would foe 
scMue distant rdation between the profess- 
or ifitid ^e students." 

*< Afid nowt with your Exoellency^a per^ 
missioD,'' said the new* made Kn^ht, ** I 
am going to pay my kst visit to the re* 
mains of my old companion in »ms." 

** Not witli the purpose of going through 
the ceremonial of interment," said tfaelfaiu 
quis, who did not know how faof Sir Du- 
gald's enthusiasm tnight lead- him f *[ con* 
sideri our brave fellows themselves wilLhmte 
Inlit a hasty burial." 

*^ Your Excellency will pardon me/' said 
Dilgetty; M.my piscpoBe is less ronumtic^ 
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I gp<.t^.4ivi()e poor Gi^sli^vus's leg^sy wiUi 
%hfi IpwIp of h^^yeo, leaving tl^e flesh to 
t|iec% an(l ire^erviiDg to myself his hide.; 

whipb) ip to|(an of idSectionate. remem- 
lin^ice, I p^^p^e to fo?m into a cassock 
«ii4 trows^rsi ^tUi: th#:Ts\r(;ar fa^hion^ tp 
be worq v^fk^w, my arppur^ in respect oay 
nf^hftp g#tpiwi» fKTi^ al; precept shafnefuUy 

tbfi ^orse fiv: tbp Mrearp. Al^ 1 popr Gus- 

tfivif^^, why did^ t))Qu oot liyQ at least ons 
hour more, to have borne lil^e ho;;ipure4 
wegjif Qf kfiigh|hoo4 qppi^ thy loiqfl^r* 

J3f' was HOW: turning aw^y^ wben thp 
ftjftrquis qajlgd after hw»-^" M you are 
^flt iiMy tp be anticipated ip thi$: aft of 
.k^indnps?, JSip Dug^ld, tp ypu^ aid. friejpij 
^^^\c4fffipmQrh I Uust/' i^id the.Mar^ui* 

*.* )tPji.wi|l,fi,r?t9?sis|i m^ftnd our grincipa,! 
fr^o^s, tp disqH^s ^(m^ of Argylp^s good 
chfi^Ti. of ^^jch we ^e foyad ab,iwdaoc(5 

* * „ • ■ • ... » 

" Most willingly, please your ExcellenT 

-^^T^^^d Si*" t><!!gald:f ".^ JPWt a^Hfd nwiss 
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that the wolves or eagles will begin ati on- 
slaught on Gustavus tonight, in regafd 
there is so much better cheer lying all 
' around.*— -But/' added he^ ^' as I am to me^t 
two honourable knights of England, witli 
others of the knightlj degree in your lord^ 
ship's army, I pray it may be explained to 
them, that now, and in future, I claim pre- 
cedence over them all, in respei^t of my 
rank as a Banneret, dubbed in a field -df 
stricken battle," 

<< The devil confound him !" said Mon- 
trose, speaking aside ; ** he has contrived 
to set the kiln on fire as fast as I put it out. 
— -This is a point. Sir Dugald," said he, 
gravely addressing him, ^ which I shaU 
reiserve for his Majesty's express consider- 
ation : in my camp, all must be upon equa- 
lity, like tlie Knights of the Round Tat^; 
and take their places as soldiers should, 
upon the principle of, first come first sav 
vedr 

^' Then I shall take care," said Mes- 
teith apart to the Marquis, *^ that Don Da- 
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gtld is not first in place to day. — Sir Dii- 
gald»" added he, raising his voice, *< sts 
you say your wardrobe is out of repair, 
had you not better go to the enemy's bag- 
gage yonder, over which there is a guard 
placed ? I saw them take out ah excellent 
buff suit, embroidered in front in silk and 
silver.'* 

" Fbto a JDios ! as the Spaniard says,'* ex- 
daimed the Major, << and some beggarly gif- 
ly may get it while I stand prating here." 

The prospect of booty having at once 
driven out of his head both Gustavus and 
the provaiit, he set spurs to Loyalty's Re- 
ward, and rode off through the field of 
battle. 

•* There goes the hound," said Menteith', 
<< breaking the face, and trampUng on the 
body, of many abetter man than himself; 
and as eager on his sordid spoil as a vul- 
ture that stoops upon carrion. Yet ^his 
man the world calls a soldier — and yoa^ 
my: lord, select him as worthy of the ho-^ 
tiodrs of chivalry, if such they can at this 


HA TULU. OR ux ujuxlord: 

jj^ b« tecmedf Y«^ h^e wnd^ ^.q9j|^ 

Qf knig^0Q4i tbff d«f:pr^9A 41^: aF nifiip 

*f What c{ui I <J^ f" s^i^ M<mtr<w^ ** jl 
1144 np bope^ to giiKi» h}iff> nmi I i^Mpm^ 

bm gpod qpiUilies«" , i 

** If nature has given him such," i^y^ 

KpBt«i4h, " kfiM^ ^A« ppBveilb^4,yi(^ mto 

be puDcjtJUm)! o9j0fi)erDing>is rapiu^tfon, 

vfxjf i^newlence i^Ael^ } bi^ tp^x 4fft)l)^ 
bis companion while he kept bis fe^ luft 

tjk. ipsADPt. h&- i^ 4mwq« 3u. Pvfi»)4' ^ 

be ^> r^(i}; to. ey^ biw p£ M^ RiRIi^.' W 
he is, to coii)Fiert (})«■ fli^in i?€ QDf^Ku«,iB|t 
a b^ff jerHiBf" . . : 

answerjed Moalnrpse, << j^er^^vsomj 
conv«iaept m Cfmam^^lfig ^.Jlpll^ifH^lliVW 

wbp%«i mo^ivi^ and smringit pf . f^:«iQ!9^ vm 




CM calculate to tnathenaatical certainty, A 
fifi6 'spirit like yours» my couaiiii alive to a 
thousand sensations to which this mad's is 
as impervious as his corslet^ — ^it is for them 
that thy friend must feel, while he gives bis 
advice." Then, suddenly changing hid tone^ 
he asked Menteith when he bad seen An- 
not Lyle. 

'The young Earl coloured deeply, and 
answered, <• Nfot since last evenings— ex- 
cepting,* he added, with hesitation, *'for 
&ne moment, about half an hour befbre 
the battle began /- 

•* My dear Menteith," said Montrote 
tery kibdly, " were yoii one of the gay ca^ 
valiers of Whitehall, who arc, in their way^ 
as great self-seekers as our friend Dalgetty, 
should 1 need to plague you with enquiring 
into such an amourette as thisi it would 
be an intrigue only to be laughed at. But 
Ihts is the land of enchantment, where nets 
strong as ateel are wrought out of ^kdies' 
tresses, and you are exactly the destined 
fcnight to be so ibttered. Iliis poor^l is 
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txquisttely bteutifiil^ a«d Km takiits ftfem* 
ed to captivate your romantic temper.-*^ 
Yoa cannot thiok of injuring her — yott 
eaMot think of marrying her 7^ 

« My lord,** replied Menteitb, « you 
have repeatedly urged this jest, for so I 
trust it » meant, somewhat beyond bounds; 
AnnotLyle is of unknown birth, — a eaptivOs 
^^the daughter, {Mrobably, of some obstinre 
outlaw ; a dependant <on the hospitality of 
the M^Aulays,** 

** Do not be angry, Menteith,'' said the 
Marquis, interrupting him ; ^< you love the 
classics^ though not educated at Mareschal 
College; and you may remember how 
many gallant hearts captive beauty iias 
subdued ;«- 

Movit Ajacem Telamone natum, 
Fonna x^spdvet, dominiim, Tecmesss.— - 

In a ivord, I am seriously .anxious about 

this-^-I should not have time perhaps,'' he 

said very gravely, ^^ to . trouble you with 

^aiy iocturcs <on the airbjec^ "wet e your feelt 

10 
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ingfiiMid tbose of Annot, akwe iitotsted i 
but you have a dangerous riral ia Alkn 
M^Aulay; and there is no knowing to 
what extent he may canry his resenttneot 
Xt is my duty to tell you that the King's 
aervice may be much prejudiced by diasen-^ 
sions betwixt you.** 

<< Hy lord»" said Menteith, <« I know 
wb^t you mean is kind and friendly; 1 hope 
you will be satisfied when I assure youi 
that Allan M'Aulay and I have discussed 
tills circumstance ; and that I have ex* 
plained to him, that it is 'Utterly remote 
^som my character to entertain dishonours 
$)sile> views concerning this, unprotected fe» 
miile } so, on the other hand, the obscurity 
of her birth prevents my tiiinkiog of hex 
upon other terms. I will not disguise from 
your, lordship, what I have not disguised 
from M' Aulay,— *-that if Annot Lyle were 
born a. lady, she should share my name 
and rank ; as .matters atand, it is impos- 
sible! This explanation, I trusty will satis* 
fy your lordship, as it has satisfied a less 


$68 TAVkB OF MT LANDLORD. 

r.^asbntble person.** Montrose thru^^d 
his shoulders. 

/* And like true champions in romance,'* 
he said, << you have agreed, that you are 
both to worship the .same mistress,, as ido- 
lators do the same image, and that neither 
shall extend his pretensions further." 

**« I did not go so far, my IjMd,** ans xrr* 
ed Menteith — *' I only said in the present 
circumstances, — ^and there is no prospect of 
their being changed, — I could, in duty to 
myself and family, stand in no relation to 
Annot Lyle, but as thJt of friend or brb* 
ther — but your lordship must exctfse me ; 
I have,** said he, looking at his arm, round 
which he had tied his handkerchief, ^ a 
slight hurt to attend to." 

** A wound," said Montrose, anxiously ; 
<< let me see it. — Alas !" he s^id, << I shouU 
have heard nothing of this, had I not ven- 
tured to tent and sound another more se* 
cret and more rankling one. Menteith, I 
am sorry for ypu-^I too have known— but 
what avails it to awake soripws which bavft 
long slumbered ?" 


^ 


• '• . . • 

So fiayingt he shGfok hands with his noble 
kinsman, and walked into the cadtle. 

Annot Lyle, as was not unusual for fe« 
nales in the Highlands, was possessed of a 
slight degree of medical and even surgical 
skill. It may readily be believed that the 
profession of surgery, or medicine, as a se- 
parate art, was unknown, and the few rude 
rules which they observed were intrusted 
to women, or to the aged, whom constant 
casualties afforded too much opportunity 
of acquiring experience* The care and at- 
tention, accordingly, of Annot Lyle, her 
attendants, and others actmg under her di- 
rection, had made her services extremely 
useful during this wild campaign. And 
most readily had these services been ren- 
dered to friend and foe, wherever they 
could be moat useful. She was now in an 
apartment of the castle, anxiously siiperin- 
tending the preparation of vulnerary herbs, 
to be applied to the wounded ; receiving 
reports from different females respecting 
those under their separate charge and dis. 
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tribatii)^ what means she bad forllieiir^ 
lief, when Allan M'Aulay suddenly entet^ 
ed the apartment She startedt for she 
had heard that he had left the camp up<» 
a distant mission ; and, however accustom^ 
ed she was to the gloom of bb couiHie^ 
nance, it seemed at present to have even # 
darker shade than usual. He stood beforo* 
her perfectly silent, and she felt the jaectn^ 
sity of being the first to speakt^ 
^ << I thought," she $aid, with some 99Sm%i 
•* you had already set out/' 

*' My companion awaits me,*' said AUaaj 
« 1 go instantly." 

Yet still be stood before her, and held 
her by the arm, with a pressure whicfa, 
though insufficient to give her pain, made 
her sensible of his great personal strength^ 
his hand closing on her like the gripe of a 
n|anacle. 

*• Shall I take the harp 7" she said, in a 
timid voice i " is*^is the shadow falling 

upon you ?*' 
Instead of replying, he led her to the 
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wmdovr of the aparttnent^ ^vi^bich comimmd^ 
ed a Tiew of the field of the slain, with all 
it's borr brd. It was thick spread with dead 
^d wounded, afid the spoilers were biisy 
taring the clothes from the victims of 
war and feudal ambition, with as much in 
diiference as if they had not been of the 
same species, and themselves exposed, per-^ 
haps, tomorrow to the same fate. 

^» Does the sight please you ?" said M*- 
Aulay. 

"It is hideous/' said Annot, covering 
her eyes with her hands ; " How can you 
bid me look upon it ?' 

« You must be enured to it,'* said he, 
<« if you remain with this destined hort— 
yOu will soon have to search such a field 
for my brother's corpse— for Menteith'sh— 
for mine — but that will be a more indiffer- 
ent task^— You do not love me !*' 

« This is the first time you have taxed 
me with unkindness," said Annot, weep- 
ing. «< You are my brother — my preser 
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ver— my protector— and can I Aeii bill 
love you? But your hour of dai4fiiie8s^^6i 

approaching, kt me fetch my hsirpl ^* 

«« Remain," said Allan, still holding 
her fast ; ^* be my visions from beaveor « 
Ivell, or from the middle sphere of disem- 
bodied spirits — or be they, as the SaxiMis 
bold, but the delusions of an Overh^aleil 
fancy, they do not now influence me j I 
speak the langu^e of the natural, of tht 
visible world.-r— You love not me, Annofc-J- 
you love Menteith— by him you are b6. 
loved again, and Allan is no more to yott 
than one of the corpses which encumber 
y<)nder heaths" 

. It cannot be supposed that this strattge 
speech conveyed any new information to 
her who was thus addressed. No wiwnan 
ever lived who could not in the same cit 
cumstances have discerned long since the 
state of her lover's mind. But by thus sud- 
denly tearing off the veil, thin as it was, Al 
Un prepared her to expect consequences 
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violent in proportion to the enthmiasoi of 
bis character. Bhe made an eflbrt to repel 
the charge he had stated. 

" You forget,'* she said, *• your own 
worth and nobfeness when you insult so 
very helpless a beings and one whom fate 
has thrown so totally into your power. You 
Jtnow who and what I am, and how impos- 
tible it is that Minteith or you can use Ian* 
guage of affection to me, beyond that erf* 
friendship. You know from what unhap* 
py race I have too probably derived my 
existence.*' 

«* I will not believe it," said Allan, im* 
petuously; *^ never flowed crystal drop 
from a polluted spring.*' 

*VYet the very doubt,'* pleaded Annot, 
^ should make you forbear to use this laur 
guage ta me J' 

^* I know," said M^Aulay, *< it places a 
bar between us—- but I know also that it di- 
yijdes you not so inseparably from Menteitb. 
/T~Hear me, my beloved Annot !-— leave this 
scene of terrors and danger— go with me 

M 2 


874 VAU»I «rMf MiiBS'Ma. 


\ ^ 


to ICiQtail^I wHl pl^<»e you ia ^ehaoae 
of tbe Dobie Lady rf Seaforth~or you ahdl 
be removed in safety to Icoknkill, wheM 
some women yet denote themselves to fche 
worship of God, after the custom of o« 
(inceHors/' 

V You consider fiot what you ask of 
m«;' replied MpM j ** to ttn^eitakesuchiii 
journey under your soletgnwrdiwuship; w«e 
to shew me less seruptdous th^Ht maidea 
ought. I will remain here> Allan — ^here ua- 
der the protection of the noble Montrose j 
aiKl when his motions next approach tbte 
Lowlands^ I will contrive some proper 
meaijis to relieve ;you of ox^, who has» she 
knows not how, become an object of dis- 
like to you." 

Allan stood as if uncertaia whether to 
give way to sympathy with her distressf, ot 
to anger ^t her resistance 

«<^Anno^^'- he said, *' yoaknow too wdl 
how little your words apply to my feelings 
towards you-^-4>ut you avail yourself of your 
power, and you rejoice in my depftrture^ as 
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removing a spy upon your intercourse with 
Menteith, But beware both of you/' he 
added, in a stern tone ; ^< for when was it 
ever heard that. an injury was offered to 
AUan M^AuIay, for vhtchhe exacted not 
tenfold vengeance!" * 

So saying, he pressed her arm forcibly, 
pulled the baonet aver biahrows, and strode 
<mt of the'i^ftMiafeiit.{ 


» • 


*» 
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After yoa're gone. 


''*\' 


I grew acquainted with.my liettt, and aearch'd 
What fltur'd it ao.--*A]a« J 1 ^mad it lovet 
Vet &r finom lust, fbr could I but have lived 
In presence of you, I had had my end. 

Anmot Ltle had now to contemplate 
the terrible gulph which Allan M^Atilay's 
open declaration of love and jealousy had 
made to open around ben It seemed ss if 
she was tottering on the very brink of de- 
struction, and was at once deprived of 
every refuge, and of all human assistance. 
She had long been conscious that she loved 
Menteith dearer than a brother; indeed, 
how could it be otherwise, considering 
their early intimacy, — the personiikMKit 
of the young nobleman««^his amdtjffjflfk^ 
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tentions,-*^nd his infinite superiority in 
gentleness of disposition, and grace of man- 
ners, over the race of rude warriors "with 
whom she lived ? But her affection was of 
that quiet, timid» meditative character, 
which sought rather a reflected share in the 
happiness of the beloved object^ than form- 
ed more presumptuous or daring hopes. A 
little Gaelic song, in which she expressed 
her feelings, has beeii translated by the. in- 
genious and unhappy Alexander McDo- 
nald \ and we willingly transcribe th4» 
lipes:— 

Wer't thou, like me,^ in life's low vale, 
' With thee how blest^ that lot Td share ; 
With^tbee I'd fly wherever gale 

Could waft, or bounding galley bear« 
But parted by severe deer ee. 

Far different must our fortunes prove ; 
" May thine be joy — enough for me 
'^ ' To weep abd pray ibr him I love. 

The pangs this foolisli heart must feels > 
When hope shall be for ever flown, 
^ " Kd sullen murmur shall reveal, 
' ^ No leMsh nsantiftrv ever own* . . 
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Nor wiU I thro^h JWu wemj'j>e»H 

Like a pale droc^ii^ mouFneir mov€^ > 

Wliile I can think my secret tears 
May wound the heart of him I love. . 

The furicms declaration of Allan had de-^ 
stroyed the romantic plan which she Hkd 
fotraedt of nursing in secret her pensive* 
' tenderness^, without seeking any othef'te-' 
^uitaK Long before this, she had dteadefl 
Altani as much as gratitude^ and a seilse 
that he softened towards her a temper so 
haughty attd so violent, could permit her 
to do ;. *but now she regarded him with un- 
alloyed terror, which a perfect knowledge 
of his disposition, and of bis preceding his« 
tory, too well authorised her to bntertain. 
Whatever was in other respects the noble- 
ness bf his disposition, he had never been 
known to resist the wilfulness of passi<Hi,— 
he walked in the house, andin the country 
of his fathers, like a tamed lion, whom no 
one dared to contradict, lest they should 
awaken his natural vehemence of passion. 
So many years bad elapsed. ftttiG€ he had 
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experienced eon^adittiani or even exp08« 

tulatioOy that probabfy Bothing but thu 
strong good sense^ which , on all poiiit% 
his i{)>sticisfn excepted, formed the ground 
of his character^ prevented bis proviai^ aa 
annoyance Jind terror to the whole ndg)ir 
l^ourhood* But Annot bad no time to dwell 
iipon her fears, being interrupted by the ea« 
trance of Sir Dugald Daigetty. 

It may well be supposed, that the scepef^ 
in, which this person had passed his forma 
life, had not aucfa cftlculated him to sbiaoe 
in female society. He himself feU a smt 
of consciousness that the languagei of the 
barrack, gimrd-room^ and pafade^ was not 
proper to entert^n ladies* The only peace- 
ful part of his life had been spent at Mare^ 
schal College, Aberdeen ;. and he had for^ 
got the little he had learned there,, ex. 
cept the arts of darning his own hose, and 
dispatching his commons with unusual ce« 
lerity^ both which arts had since been kept 
in good exercise by the necessity of fre* 
' quent practice^ Still it was from an iw^ 
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perfect recoirefetion of what he had acqutreSi 
during this pacific period, that bedrewMji 
aources of conrersation when in companji 
with women ; in other wordd, his language 
became pedantic when it ceased to be mi- 
litary. 

•« Mistress Annot Lyle,** said he, upon tl^Q 
present occasion, ** I am just now like the 
half-pike, or spontoon of Achilles, one eqd 
iof which could wound, and the other a»it 
—a property belonging neither to Spanish 
pike, brown- bill, partizan, halbert, Loch- 
aber-axe, or any other modern staff weapon 
whatever.'* 

This compliment he repeated twice ; but 
M Annot scarce heard him the first time, 
and did not comprehend hich the seconcl, 
be was obliged to explain. : ^ 

- •* I mean," he said, ** Mistress Annot 
Lyle, that having been the means of an ho- 
itourable knight receiving a severe wound 
in this day'^ conflict,— he having pistolled, 
somewhat against the law of arms, my horse, 
^hich was named after the immortal King 
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of S%reden«-^I aixi desirous of procuring 
Kim such soIacetnieDt as you, madam, can 
mpplyj you being like the heathen god 
ISscuhpius, (meaning possibly Apollo,) 
fkfljftd not only in song and in music, but 
ia the more noble art of chirurgery— <>pj/Bir- 
que per orbem dicarJ* 

•€ If you would have the goodness to ex- 
plain,'* said Annot, too sick at heart tob e 
imused by Sir Dugald's airs of pedantic 
gallantry. 

< 

** That, madam," replied the knight, 
^' may not be so easy, as I am out of the 
babit of con$truing-~but we shall try. Di- 
ttir, supply ego — I am called. — Opifer? cpi» 
^fifr? — ^I remember dgnifer ar\d ^rci/er — 
but I believe €pi/kr stands in this place for 
' M. D., that is Doctor of Phy&ic^'* 
' *VThis is a busy day with us all," said 
Annot; ** will you say at once what you 
want with me ?" 

«« Merely," replied Sir Dugald, ^* that 
you will risit my brother knight, and let 
your maiden bring some medicaments for 
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hn woond, whtdi fhreatras to-be whai; tht 

AoQot Lyle never lingexed in the &saa% 
of humnnily. She mfbrmed hejMf bast^ 
itf the mttuK of the injuiy, axid £BteiiBStraj|g 
beiisdbf fisr tkedigmfieddd chief whom %\m 
had seien at Darlinvafach,/aiid wbose psio^ 
stBce had so tnuch.stmtk her^ she basteni^ 
ed to lose the sense of her own sorrow fitef. 
a.time^ in the attempt ta be oseful to a^o^ 
ther. • 

Sr Dugald With gfreat fdrm ushereU An* 
not I^le to the^ chamber of her patient^ ill 
"vtlbacb, to her surprise, she fimnd Lord! 
]jf enieitb. ' She could not help bludhrn^ 
deeply at the meeting, but to hide her 6oi^ 
fusion, proceeded instaiflly to examine the 
wound of the Knight of Ardenvohr, and 
easHy satisfied herself thtit it was beyond 
her skill to cure it ; as for Sir Dugald, l>e 
returned to a large out-house, on the floor 
of which, among other wonhded men, Was 
deposited the person of Ranald of the Mist; 

«• Mine old friend,'* said the Knight, « as 
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1 toM yod before, I weuld willin^jr dd 
anything to pleasure yoiiy in return for th^ 
woufid you have received, while under my 
safe conduct. I have, therefore^ accord^ 
ing .to your earnest request, sent Mrs Aiu 
not Lyle to attend upon the inbound of the 
Knight of Ardenvohr, though wherein her 
doing so sitould benefit yoo^ I cannot iitia* 
gtoe.-*--! think you once spoke of some bldod 
relatioiasbip between them ) but a solda* 
do, ill command and charge like me, has 
other things to tremble brs bead with tS^SMi 
Highland genealogies.^ 

And indeed, to do the worthy Major 
justice, he never enquired after, listened to^ 
or recotiected the business of other people^ 
unless it eithefr reliated' to the art military, 
or was somehow or other connected with 
his own intereM, in' etther of wliich cases 
his memory was very tenacious. 

*« And now, my good friend of the Mist,** 
said he, *' can you tell itie what has become 
of your hopefol gtaiidsen, as I have not 
seen him since he assisted me to disarm 
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After the action, a negligence wfaicii deser- 
vdtb the strapado." ^ 

** He 18 not far from hence^** said th^ 
wounded outlaw— -** iift not your hand npdii 
hino, for be is man enough to pay a yntA 
of leathern scourge with a foot of tenbp^^ 
cdsteeL'' 

. '* A most imf^aper vaunt," said Sir Dw^ 
gald ; <^ but I owe you some favours^ Mku 
naldi and therefore shall let it pass.'^ 

'* .^kl if you think you owe me any thing;^ 
latd the outlaw, " it is in your power to re- 
quite me by granting me a boon«'* 

^< Friend Ranald," suiswered Dalgetty, 
'< I have read of these boons in silly stbrf- 
books, whereby simple knights were drawn 
into engagements to their great prejudice ; 
wherefore, Ranald, the more prudent 
knights of this day never promise anyi^ 
thing until they know that they may keep 
l^eir word anent the premises, witbont 
any displeasure or incommodement td 
themselves: It may be, ycm wotild battf 
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me engage the female chirufgeon to visit 
your wound ; though you ought to con« 
tider^ Ranald, that the uticleanness of the 
place where you are deposited may some*, 
jrhat soil the gaiety, of her garments, con^ 
cerning the preserration of which, you ma^. 
have observed, women are apt to be inorn 
dinately solicitous. I lost the favour of 
the hicly of the Grand Pensionary of Aoh 
sfcerdam, by touching with the sole of my 
boot the train of her black velvet ^wn, 
which I mistook for a footcloth^ it beijag 
half the room distant from her person." 

^ It is not to bring Annot Lyle hither,'* 
aoswered MacEagh, " but to transport me 
into the room where she is in attendance 
up on the JCnight of Ardenvohr. Some-, 
what I have to say of the last consequence 
ta them both." 

<* It is something out of the order off 
dm precedence,'' said Dalgetty, <* to carry 
a wounded outlaw into the presence of a. 
knight; knighthood having been of yone^. 
and being, in some reqpects, still, the big^ , 


est niHtaty grade^ indepetidetit* ahK«jrs ' of 
eomtniaBioned officers^ who tapk accorios^ 
to their patents ; iieverth€ie8S|«( your boon^ 
w you call it, is so slight, I diall not de&y 
coinpltftiice wiUi the same.*' So* sayings isa 
ordered three files of men to tvamport Mse« 
Eagh on their riioulders to cSir Dunead 
Campbeli^s apartment, and he himself hasrf^ 
«ied before to announce the canse of his 
hgkig broBght diere. But such was ibe 
activity of the soldiers employed, tliat tfaaf 
l^lowed him close at the heels, and, enter- 
ing with their -ghastly burthen, laid Mac* 
Eagh on the floor of the apartaient. His 
features^ naturally wild, were now dtstortei 
by pain ; bis hands and-^aiity garments 
stained with bis own blood, and those .pf 
others, which no kind hand bad wiped 
away, although the wound in > Ms. side had 
been secured by a i bandage. 

<*^ Are yoii,'' he saU ^TMsiog^bisiuead paku- 
fullj^.toiwasdis ^he ooudi< where kyi stretched. 
h(i8. late antagonist^ f^ he n^on^ men nli 
the JKmghVof iVrdeirrohr ?*' 


. «« The saoae^'' answered Sir Dmicaii,*— 
«^ ^hat would you with one wli03e . boura 
lure now numbeced ?" 

^ My Jbours are reduced to minut^'' 
aftid t]ie outlaw ; ** the more gr ce, if I be« 
atow. them in the. seyrvice of one, whose 
IwDd. has ever beea.i^ainst me, as miae 
hjKi b^n Tataed higher gainst him/' 

^* Thioe higher agaisst me {-^Crushed- 
w<»rm !" said the knight^ looking. down on 
bis miserable adversary^ 

^^ Yes," answered the outlaw, in a firin ' 
voice, *< my arm hath been highest ; the 
vroands I have dealt have been deepest, 
though thine have neither been. idle nor 
unfelt.~-I am Ranald Mac£agh~-I am 
Kanald of the Mist-^tbe night that I gave 
Ihy castle to thcf winds in one huge blaze of 
fire, is now matched with the day iq which 
you have fallen under the sword of my.fa- 
ther9«-^Remember the injuries thou hast 
doo^ our tribe-~never were suck Jnflictfid, 
save by me^ beside thee. Hjb;, they say, is 
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fitted and secure against our vengieanc^^^-^ 
short time will shew." 

«* My Lord Menteitft,^* said Sir Dutickni 
raising himself out of bis bed, ** this is a 
proclaimed villain, at once the etiewiy of 
King and Parliament, of God ^nd msta— 
one of the outlawed banditti of the Miist ; 
alike the enemy of your house, of the 
M'Aulays, and of mine. I trust you will 
ndt suffer moments, which are perhaps^nry 
last, to be embittered by his barbarous tru 
uroph.'^ : - 

*« He shall have the treatment he mferits," 
aaid Menteith ; «< let him be instantljr re- 
moved.*' — 

-Sir Dugald here interposed, and spoke of 
Ranald's services as a guide, and his tmn 
pledge for his safety ; but the high hatsh 
tones of 1 he outlaw drowned hia( voice.-^"* 

-** No,'* said he, *• be rack and gibbet ^e 
word ; let me wither between heaven and 
earth, and gorge the hawks and eaglear of 
Ben Nevis I and- so shall this^bau^ty 
Knight, and this triumphant Thane, never 


.^nrQ the seecet I arloiie cftf^ti»ptrt( « ae- 
coet which would make Aidenvolir^i •tYeatt 
^p with jd^y «v«re he in the death, agony^ 
oitd wfai(th tile EafI of Menteith wmld fumr- 
dbate at the price of' hi« broad eafMaas.*-^ 
Cmm ^il^er^ Atiiidt L)rie/' be 9afd) c^mag 
tiiixMdf fvlth UMXpeated stt^ii^h ; *« £sar 
«Mt the sight of hMi to whom thou hast 
clung in infancy. Tell these prMid men, 
who (Modaifi thee a;^ the i€sue.^«iiie an- 
mut rawfe, rtiat thou art no Wood ^ourt 
— flo '4Might« df the race ^ tbt Mitt, but 
bom tn baiift as lordly, ,ft«d crtcHed oil 
ff09ch Ms^t^As evtr southed' wSiMcfia 
their |M-»a4e6t pakteesj." 

** In the nam«j of G<jd,» said Mefttdth, 
tieip Wing with emotion, •« if yoa know 
awght «tf ^ birth of this lady, do thy con- 
MJknce th« jt«tic€ to (fishm-deB it of th« 
«ect«t before ^topAftiag-ftom this world 'I» 

*■ AtidI Mew tny enemie* with, my dying 
bVe^f Mid WacEagh, looksng at him 
rtfaliguaiHly,.--- Sb<A are the maxims yottf 
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{Nriestspratcli— but when, brtowardswhom^ 
do you practice them ? Let me know ftst 
the worth of my secret ere I part with it*-^* 
What would you give» Knight of Ardete- 
▼ohr» to koow that your superstitious hsib 
have been vain, and that there still reflMaAt^ 
a descendant of your house ?— I pause^for 
an answer— without it, I speak not aote 
word more.** 

<• I could,'* said Sir Duncan,' hift voiee 
struggling between the emotions of doubt^^ 
hatred, and anxiety*-*^* I could — but that 
I know thy race are lik^ the Great Enemy# 
liars and murtberers from the beginning*^' 
but could it be true thou tellest me, I ofMSA 
almost forgive thee the injuries Cboit hast 
done me." 

^ Hear it f* said Ranald ; ^ be huth' w»; 
gered deeply for a son of Diariaid— Andl* 
you, gentle Thane— -the report of the ea9|^ 
says, that you. would purchase with life ani 
lands the tidings that Annot Lyle^was^aa 
daughter of proscription, but of a moe tn^- 
ble in your estimation as your own^^Well 


-««4t ffi for no. love I tell you-^Tbe time 
has been that I would have exchanged thu; 
lecaret against liberty, I am now bartering 
it lor! what is dear^ than libelty;or life.-^ 
Anoot Lyle is the yodng^, the sole sur- 
^img child of the Knight of Ardenvohr,' 
who alone was saved when all in his halls 
liesides was given to blood and. ashes.'* 

** Can this man speak truth ?^ said An- 
UBtr Lyle« scarce knowing wliat she said ; 
*< or is this some strange delusion r* 
f ^\ Maiden,** repKed Aanald, ** hadst thou : 
dwelt longer with us^ thou wouldst have 
better i learnt to know, to distinguish the 
Pisjo&^ts of truth. . To that Saxon lord, and 
to .the Knight of Ardenvobr, I will yield 
«ich proofs of what I have spoken, that in- 
ca^sdulity' shall stand convinced. Mean* 
tloiQf withdraw-— I loved thine infancy, I 
hfitct net.tby yonth— no eye hates the rose 
!• its UossotQ, though it groweth upon a- 
titorn^ and for thee osdy do I something 
r^et what is soon to futiow. But he that> 
WiHdd aveqge himii&hifffiw must not nek 
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^ He idvvaea vetl^ Amibt,'' imid Lord 
MoAtdtk; *^iA Gbd^ mine ntite ! ifr^if 
thoce be a«gfa(;»i dnt^ yoftr inoetiiig mitJk 
SikDttoimi iilost fomoro {re|Kif£id[!£Dr both 

« I wHl riot part £-011 njr fiitker^ if 1 
ham ibund: one!" soi^ Awaoir^^ I will 
not fnrb ifrqw kim limdar dwonslancibs lo 
terrible.* 

r ^* Aod a father jziou sbaU erar Aid ia 
me^'* manmifed Sir Duncan. 

«' Tbcfv" said Menbditbv '< I voll bam 
MaeQa^ mmo^ei iito an advent afoort* 
iboil^ and wiU coltoct the etridanee of his 
taleiayBelf* Sir DugaldDalgettfmlt give 
me hit atteodaiu^ and aaststaade." 

<^ With ploasnre^ atj; Idrd,*^ amiuKd Sic 
iDtigakL-^* I vtB fae^QW cm^emar^ or 
aasetaoa-^eitherorbotk Na one caa he aa 
fit, for I had heard tba vkoiestoiryna mofldi 
ago ai Imnerara casfle^-botoaabaighte iifce 
tiu^ of Aedaainabr ooaifaM' oacdi^ oth^ 
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my memory, which is besides ocoupied with 
matters of more importance.'' 
' Upon hearing this frank declaration, 
which was made as they left the apartment 
with the wounded man, Lord Menteith 
darted upon .Daigetty a look of extreme 
anger and disdain, to which the self-con- 
ceit of the worthy qomtpander rendered 
him totally inseiisibjle. 


J. 
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CHAPTER XIY. 

• ■ 

I am as free as nature fim made mao^ 
Ere the base laws of servitude began, 
When wild in woods the noble savage ran. 

. Qmquut tfOratiadiEL 

The Earl of Menteith as he had under- 
taken, so he proceeded to investigate more 
closely the story told by Ranald of tiie 
Mist, which was corroborated by the exa- 
mination of his two followers, who had as* 
sisted in the capacity of guides. These de- 
clarations he carefully compared with such 
circumstances concerning the destructioft 
of his castle and family as Sir Duncan 
Campbell was able to supply ; and it may 

• 

be supposed he had forgotten nothing re- 
lating to an event of such terrific import- 
ance. It was of the last consequence to 
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prove that this was no invention (^ the 
outlaw's, for the purpose of passing an im* 
postor as the child and heiress of Arden- 
vohr. 

Perhaps Menteith, so much interested 
in believing the tale* was not altogether 
the fittest person to be entrusted with the 
investigation of its truth; but the ^Ka- 
minations of the ChildreiK of the Mist were 
dmplet accurate, and in all respects consis* 
tent with each other. A personal mark 
was rirferred to, which was IpQwn to have, 
been boras by the in&nt c&npf Sir Dun- 
can, and which appear6d on ^ left shouU 
dex of Anncft Lyle. It wa^ also well re- 
membered, that when the miserable relics 
of the other children had been c<^Iectedi 
those of the infant had no where been 
ibiuid. Other circumstances of evidenoe, 
which it is unneces^u^y to quote, brought 
the fuUest conviction not only to Menteith, 
but to the unprejudiced mind of Montrose, . 
that in Anni^ I^yle, a humble dependant^ 
i£stingiB8hed only by beauty and taleiit» 


thcyipere in tfiilnre to^ VMpecfc the^direMrcof 
ArdoMTcAiw 

WUIe Mcnteitft huttAeA to CMamuoi^ 
cate the result of these enquiries to the ptr^ 
aoBs moit iotearested, the Mitfam deiiwdd^ 
ed to fperi^ with Us graftdeittldy tnhMB-be 
muaUf called his mm ' 

^ He wottid be Ibalid^'* faff ^saidi :^ hr tiifr 
mter apattinetit^ in which lie himaelf^iiad 

^Me asMdi^ waa^fiwad Imdtiog uivcttMiv. 
c^il6d up among Mflae rotten^ strawi «ni 
brought to his gnttd8a& 

M iUmaethy'^ said the oldiosthnr; ^^hestf- 
«^ lost words of the aape of thy ftidiea^ A 
Sanson 8^k»f, and Allan of tiie Red«hii»9;;: 
left this: camp within these few hmirs^ 4Uit 
tAiNd to the OMRstty of Caberfae^ Putsoe^ 
thett aa- the Uood^hoiiod pucsaes^ the hart 
deer^^-o^wifn the Iake~x:Unib the monntaiil 
w^ti^fgad theforest^^tarry not mittlyoa join 
them f Md then the counteaance of tiio 
Ud darfviotd as his grandfother spoioe, mni 
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he-lftHi ht6 bffnd upon a ktiife iirhtth situck 
in the thong of leather which confined his 
mmnty piftid. " No," «a5d the -old txiaTJ, ** rt 

'}$ a9t by thy hend he iftust ML They 
i^U ftsk the news from the camfr<^-««ay to 
Hiem that Annot Lyle of the Harp i% dis- 
covered to be the daughter of Duncan of 
dkrdenvohr ; that the TTiane of Menteith is 
«o wed her before the priest ; and that you 
are sent to bid guests to the bridal. Tarrj^ 
m>t their: answer, but vanish like the light- 
ning when the black cloud swallows it.^^ 

. ibd »m depart, belo^d^on of tny best 
bbloved ! I ahall newr more see thy face^ 
nmr hear the light sound of thy footstep-— 
yet tarry an instant and hear my last charge 
-^remefifiber the fate of our race, and quit 
net dle^acmrient tnantiers of the Children ot 
thh Mist. We are now a straggling hand- 
M, driven ^mn w^ery vale by the sword of 
eyery «lan, who rale in the possesdonswhere 
thai? forefal^ters hewed the ^ood, and drew 
l!h^ water to ours. But in the tnicRet of 
thewddemess^ and in the mist oftne mnun« 

n2 
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tela, Kenneth, avn of Eroreht, ktep tligtt 
uDsoil'd the freedom which I leave thee as 
a birth-right Barter it not neithisr for the 
rich garment, nor for the* stone roof, nor 
for the covered board, nor for the couch of 
down— on the rock, or in the vaUeyir.in 
abundance or m famine-^ia the leafy aum* 
mer, and in the days of the iron winter*^ 
Son of the Mist ! be free as thy ibreiiuhen* 
Own no lord-^receive no law-~iake no hife 
-^ive no aupeod'—'buihl no hut«-^ckitt 
no pasture— sow no grain ;~^et the deer of 
the noountain be thy flocks and he£d9-*4f 
these fail thee, f^rey ^pon the gopdaof <iiir 
Qppressors--M>f the Saxonst and pf the GmI 
who are Sa;KonS:.in their souls, ^ahui^.befils 
and flocks more than honour and ireodom. 
Well for us that they do so— *it a^EbnU 
the broader scope for our revenge* !(§- 
member those who have done ki^diiffa^^, 
our rac^ and pay their aefv,ic^8*i«^|th -thy 
blood,^ should the hp^r rqquiK it.;i ^Wa 
Maclan shall come to thee with jLbeiiefid 
of the kin^s son in his hand, ah«]iwllH«, 


Ihoogh the avenging army of the father 

were behind him } for in Glencoe and Aird- 

n«aurcli«i» we have dwelt in peade in the 

years, ti^t have gone by. The sons of 

Diarmid-^therace of Damlinvaracfa-— the 

rIdeiB of Mentetth-^my curse on thy head^ 

Giiild of the Mist,, if thou spare one ot 

tbote names, when' the time shall oifer fiw 

etilttng them off I and it will come anon, fw 

their own s^iKords ahall devour each other, 

aiid>those who are scattered shall fly to the 

Mist, and parish by its Children* Qnee 

more, begone^diake the dust from thy 

feat against the habitations of men, wheth^ 

handed togethecforpeaceorfor war. Fare* 

well, beloved ! and* may*st thou die like 

Ihy 'toe&t}iei«, ere infirmity, disease, w 

«age )»kaU * bt eak thy spirit-^begone !«-^be« 

gime l-^livefree-'^eqaitekindneBS'^avenge 
fiheiojncies of thy race.*' ' 
i Theyooiigjsai^age stooped^ and kissed the 
. hiow of his dying parent I but accustomed 
fisun ' infancy, to suppress every exterior 
«gA of eaiotion, bei parted without tear tr 


MKeu» and iros soon Jkr beyond (die limite 
of' M ontroie's cafnip. 

Sm Duf old DaigettjPir Vfko ww pntMtf 
Ami^g the latter port vf iU) sMoe, ^mm 
very little edified by the oonduct of : Mug-' 
]Ba|;h open the occasioo^ '^ I cumafe 
tbioki. my fiiend Kaoald,'*' said h6» ^^ ih$t 
yUn aro in the be&t potsibte road, for o 
dyitiffmBLiK Storms, cmhuaghta^ masaacMiii 
(be burning of* sttbnrbBf ara a jaokUer^ daily 
w0sikf and are justified by the neoeffiftyoflbo 
eate»/seetng that they are done in the caoioe 
o£duity i far torniog of snbti^ in j^artioc^ 
kr, it n^y be said that they are trakon and 
onfr^tibroats to aH fortified towns. Heneessl. 
is p}aio»^ tbu a soldier is a pcolession piicoi» 
liar^ £A¥oared fay Heasten, aedng diat mm 
may hope for sidvatioo^ althcoigh ifedai|ft 
conumt aotions^ of so gseat viotence. ^Boft^ 
then, Ranald, in aU aervires of £ui9p^ ift 
is the custom, of tbe dying soldier not to* 
vaunt him o£ auch doings or tio^ feoonspr 
mend jthem to hia foUowa ; but^. ms ^tbe 


trary^ to express jCM^cition for the saasm. 

r V * J. .«. / •' 
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mA to repeat, «r have repeated to him, 
loaie comfortable prayer ; which, if you 
plei^tev i m& intercede *vnth hh £xoe)teio« 
cy^s chuplain to prefer on y^uit aceoimt 
it is otherwtfe no^poml of ray duty to put 
yon in mmd of thoae things ; only it may 
be for the ease of your conscience to depart 
Kore liiDe a Chrti9fiian» ami leaa like a T^k, 
dam yieti^ teeth to be in a fair way of doing/" 
- -The only aas«ver<rf^ the dying cnan«~(for 
Ml -audi Kanakl AfacEagh might now be 
cacmidered]H*Wfts a request to be raised to 
auch a poaitum that he might obtain a Tiew 
Imqi^ the ivtodDW of the Caatle. The deep, 
ftoat-mist whieh had }ofig aettled upon thfe 
tdp of the mmiatainft^ was now rolling 
^omn eaoh ragged glen and guiiy, where 
tliar>iira{^ ridgea aliewtd jHhetr black and 
krtgnkr omtlfDe, Hi:e desert idands rising 
ab6ve;tiie ocean of vapour. <^ Spirit of the 
Miair* said Ranald MadEagh) «ei^)ed by oar 
race our Mher, and our presetver-^recei^re 
mtd thf tftkmnftcle of elou^a, when this 
f$g^miofi^t^ hiaa wlioin in fife t}tou liaatao 


<^a ab^tefed." So saTsng^ he mwk back 
into the arms of those who upheld him» 
iipdie Jio further word^ bat tiiiaed his fin^ 
.to the wall fior a short spaoe* 

** I believe^'' said Dalgetly, ^ my fnead 
Ranald will: be found in his heart to be 
little better than a heathen.'' And he re- 
^newed his propoaal to pwcure him the 4m- 
sistanee of Dr Wisheart* Montrose's^DiUtnfff 
chaplain ; ^* a mun/" said Sir Dogald, J^ ver j 
dever in his exerdse, and who will do est- 
cution oa your sins in > les» time than. J 
cwAi smoke a pipe of tobaocof' - if 

i ** Saxon^" sttd the dyingi man,. <f apeajk 

to me no more of thy priest — I die etia- 
tented. Hadst thou ever an enemy against 
:Wfaom weapopa were of no avail-^whoin 
.the ball misised, and i^ainat whom dieM*^ 
row shiveredy—and whose bare akin wasfis 
impenetTfl^le to aword- and dirk as thy atwl 
garment f-^Heardst diou . ever of siieK^a 
foe ?' . . *r- • V -T» 

<• Very frequently, when I aetiied in Oip- 
jmviyf* replied Sir Dogald*: «^Xher#was 

a 
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sudi a fUlow St Ingolitadt ; he was proof 

both against lead and steel* The soldiers 

kitted him with the bntts of their muskets.'* 

«« This impasrible foe," ' said Ranald, 

wftfaoat regarding the Major's intent^K 

tioDy ^ who has the blood dearest to me 

upon his hand&-4o this man I have now 

bequeathed agony of mindt jealousy, dis* 

pair, and sudden dealh,-H>r a life more 

mkerable than death itself. Socb shali be 

Ae lot of Allan of the Red^hand, when he 

kams that Annot weds Mentett^ ; and I 

aric no more than the certainty that it it 

ao, to sweeten my own bloody end by his I 

hand/' 

«« If that be the case/' said the Major, 

^ tberei's no more to be said { but I rimli 

Ma care as few people see you as possible, 

for 1 cannot think your mode of departure 

am be at all oreditable or exemplary to a 

Cfairistian army/' So saying, he I^ the 

apartment, and the son of. the Mist soon 

after-breathed his Jast. 

- Mentfeith, in the meanwhile, leaving the 

new*found relations to their mutual fee!* 


\ 
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ings of niiQitltd «iM>ttofv fm^-tim^^i^iilt^ 

M«aiQg with MonirosB tkQ ^on^t^qimic^^ 

tlijs . daioovwy * i^ I shoqiil ff»Mr #6e»'f . 4MM 

tbe jyarqnts^ '^ ^ven h«d I iM»t iicfore ob^ 

Mtvifid tiiat your intews^ m Mm litsoMiii^ 

my dear MenteiUi» liaft no jimdli «efef ^Mir 

ta yonr owft i»ippiiiei». Ymi law Hm 

Mur-finifid lady,-***yiotii afleoUoo i& nkvam 

ed« la pointof l^ktik ^no txe«ptMNis.oii|f 

be Mkde ; in evjery other seipeet^ iMP.aiiM 

vnnttget Mm eijpial te tkme >btdi ymm 

youiMlf.pcxBeii«*--4bfnk, binireveiv a. om* 

ment. Sir. Duocan is a fiaia^«-*»BN9Bl^ 

tefian at Imttrr^n aroso a^atsnt tfaa Kitig^i 

he it only with ua in the quality of a .{m^ 

Qooer^ and we are, I fear, but. at tbe.eom* 

iMOQcdnttiit fo£ a kng eivU «ar« la thii a 

%im9 think youy Me^teiitH far^on to makfr 

pjwpwaU for his heiress ? Qr wlMt €kmm^ 

iM tMftthat h^ will now lifted to it?" 

P^nioni tn. ii)^siifQUf» as well aaimeldk 
qiimt advDcsatet applied the y^omig noUa^ 
man with a thousand. Miwersl to. tbeae .ob* 
ketionSf He remimkdi Moslrose liuit the^ 


Ifalight ctf At^xmsks w%% Mather b^|M 
ift pblitio^. nor f eligton^ £[e urg!^ Ixbiwit 
iBBtown sindpitoved anlfor tbe-t^fral' ^msev 
atid hif^ed ik^A ils inilaetice migfat be ex^ / 
Mmfle# antf atrenf^faeiitxl by bit wedding / 
liM hdi«s.o£ Ardeii¥Oiliriu He pleaded the 
4mgere6s tttte ef- Sir IhioeMili "weiUHi^ 
41m ^towbich must be no* by^ toflbiifiig 
idM-y0img' fatify lot be omMd into^ the cousk 
^rj^ioitheiOalNfribctis^ where, in^easei^-her 
IbkiBifedwtb,. «r cemtiftiied inditpmitkMBF^ 
flbe must neoestarily be pkweiA imdev ^^tiie 
fUticBambip 06 A^gyle^ en event fatdt: to* 
Irie (Mneeitto|)[b0pei^ milew be eooHi 
eeeop to^fmrehtae bii.fliwiir byiibeiidDiiii3|^ 
iheKii^pMlfi 

MtmaroM altoir^ tihe fbroe of these aru 
fotnents, ai»l owned, ^Itliottgh ^matter 
WM attended with diflcciity^ yet it seem* 
•d coniisteiit wkhthe King'k^Dervlce tbat^it 
slu>iild be concluded as speedily as posilible. 

** f c&vkiwis^,'' said; he, 'nhat it^wereaH . 
settled mone way or apotber, and. that thii. 
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fiur Briseis were removed from our cusp 
before the return of our Achillest Ailaa 
,M^AuUy-~I ftM some fetel ieud in tiiat 
iiuarter^ Mei)teith«^and I believe it woidd 
be be9t thitt Sir Donc^n be dismissed oa 
hts parole, and that you accpmjiaiiy Vm 
and his daii§bter as his esoort. The jouf^ 
fmy can be made ;cbic^y. by watec^ so viM 
not . greatly. . incMunode his wounds-Hand 
your own, my. friend, will be an honow»- 
ble excuse for the alienee of aome time 
ffi^m my cMsp^^ 

V N^ver," sajd Menteitb. '^ Were.I^^ 
forfeit tbfi very hopethat haaso lately daim* 
ed upon me, peyer will Iloive your 'EpubA 
lenoy's camp while the royal standard is 
4ispJay€)d« I.sboi^ deserve that tius^f- 
ling scratch. should gangrene. and eoo»iiaie 
my sword arm» were I capable of holding 
it as an excuse for absence at this crisis of 
the Kii^s affairs." 

** On this then yon a^^e determined S**^ 
said Montrose*. 
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> ^< As ixed as Ben-Nevis,'' ssid the young 
MUeman. 

< ^ Yoii must tben,** said M ontrose, *< lose 
tm tkne in seeking an explanation with the 
Knight of Ardenvohr. If this prove fk-; 
¥Ourable, I will talk myself with the elder 
M'Aulay, and we will devise means to em- 
jploy his brother at a distance from the 
ftrmy until he shall be reconciled to h» 
present disappointment* Would to Ood 
some vision would descend upon his ima- 
gination fair enough to obliterate all traces 
of Annot Lyle! That peiiiaps you think 
iiiipossibley Menteith f— Well, eadi to his 
service ; you to that of Cupid, and I to 
that of Mars.'' 

: Hiey parted, and in pursuance of tiie 
fi^me arranged, Menteith, early on the 
ensuing morning, sought a private inter* 
view with the wounded Knight of Arden* 
vohr, and communicated to him his suit for 
the hand of his daughter* Of their mutual 
attachment Sir Duncan was aware, but he 
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wu sot prepared f hr to t»\j t lAcithtatioiiF 
on the part of Mcnteitb. He said^ «t firsts 
tiMit he faftd afaready^ pieirhaps^ indulged "too^^ 
much in fkeUngf af personal hftppitteia^ at 
a: time when hi&clan.hadm»tidiied so gnal 
a lonr and Jnimiiiation, Jtnd tiiat }ie Iras txoi 
wilKi^, theraforft fatther to oondUer Ihi 
adranotmeBt of his jowa honae at a;period 
ao cabniitonai On the more lugent auit 
ef the.iiohleiovery he icqnettedafewiioiiri 
tQ>deltbefate;and caaaiilt wlthhtt danglitef 
npoo^ B4^|]eitto«Lio. Wglil; iin{fMtast#. 
. The. mvk of this interview and deKbfe* 
nArna w»a fkvmirable to Jlleatettii. Sir 
Duttcaa Clampbell became foUjr aenaibie 
that the happiness of his new-fttuid daugh* 
tor depeodnl upon a union , with her loMer ; 
aiid aalesa auch waa now formed, he sftw 
that i^gyle would tbrow % thousaitd ot>» 
staclei in th« wajit of ia mateh in tsrery re^ 
flqpect acceptable to himaelE Mente^> prl* 
i«te character was so exceliisnt, ind sucU 
was the rank and consideration due to bit 
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itiSbr Duncan's ofnaioOf the di&ceitce M 
their fM^ttisal opimoiis. Norcotdd he haw 
ffradbved* . peifaaps, hadhisovn opmloistif 
tshe.MSlchheeti kssfavourable^ t&<leclmt 
ap of|K)rttinity of indidgmg the osiv^found 
(dsolit 1^ hia faapet*. There was, b^i hwj a 
feelni^ of prkte adiidi dictated: faia detec* 
tmoatioii. To produce tteHetness of jAoib. 
4fiBwhr t0 the wodd as onei^vbo had iraaa 
^Ehjicated s: poar depeBdant and nuiobik 
SB the Am'ij of Dualii»[«sscb^ bad sooii* 
thi^^ in it that was faunnliatiiq^ Tainted 
^oce her as the bctoothed iiridc» orwedded 
wife, of the East of Meateith, SEpoo saofiKb- 
tachment formed during her obscurity, was 
a warrant to the world that she had at all 
times , been worthy of the rank to which 
she was elevated. 

It was under ihe influence of these con- 
siderations that Sir Duncan Campbell an* 
nounced to the lovers his consent that they 
should be married in the chapel of the 
Castle, by Montrose's chaplain, and as pri* 


VBtdy as possible. But. when Montrose 
should break up from Inverlochyvfor which 
orders were expected in the codrse of a 
very few days, it was agreed that the young 
Countess, should depart with her &tber to 
his castle, and . remain there until the ctr* 
cumstances of the nation petniitted Men- 
tdth to. jetice^with bonoiir fiom his ^esent 
military employment His resolution being 
once taken. Sir Duncan Canipbell wonld 
not permit the maidenly scruples of hu 
dm^ter taddajr its execuliov ^ and k was 
tterefore resolved that. the bridal. siioaid 
itake plaiK iq^ the next jeveningi^i^bdag^' 

after the battle^ ^-'ii 
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XV. 


l^ t» the toils of many a fakNNLy d«f. 

JUad. 


. . JUr Via Deoeaswy» far many readOEDS, Hal 
Asgua M^Aulay, ao iottg tiie kind protects. 
^a^AmQthyh^AtmUL be madeac^aiatN 
eel with the cbaQgeJn the fertimes ef his 
late protegte ; and Montrose, as he had un» 
dertakeoy communicated to Irim these re- 
inarkable events. With the careless and 
cheerful indifference of his character, he 
expressed much more joy than wonder jit 
Annot's good fortune ; bad no doubt ivfaat- 
ever she would merit it, and as she had al* 
ways been bred in loyal principles, would 
convey the whole eatate of her grim fima. 


fit mmm»mmwn^ vAummmm. 


tical father to sotbe honeik feJloir whcf k^ 
ved the king» <^ I ^ould ha^e no objee- 
Cion that my bfother Allan tried his ch anee;*' 
added he, <^ notwithkaiidiiig that Sir Dmc- 
can Campbdi was the only man who evier 
chained DarHnrane^h nntb> inhospikaitit^ 
AQDot Lyle could always charm Allan tint 
oC the ■iiHftn% aad imk^kwmm^ wiMti^c 
matrimony wigltt ' ttot ' tna^e hfm mdite a 
man of this world ?" 

Montrose hastened to interrupt the i»o- 
gma mi Imi onM^bolldiwgf t^* itfiitmbg 
him ^t tiie kidy mm^mUu^^mGt§d'0iA 
#00, and, with her &tliei^&ap^d^ili#Qi^4ia8 
almMt MMHedirtdty to be wedd«d w lie 
kmsman^ the ikui of MtMeitii^l^lii*]^^ 
in tettimoBy of tbevhigh fHij^eM diwlMMM^* 
Aniay, to long the }ad)^'s piQ»&0bcfr^'imwm 
nWto rvflxest hia praiedce M tt[pe>4«Mi» 
anny* M<Aiilayl«<AMMl:vcs^grM«4K^f|AB 
iatiiaatiJEia^ aod duMc Ofi-hfapenMll witi^tlib 
aic 6f one who dtoilght 4^al; he hi4^bMn 
tegfect#d» • 

"^ He oenceived,'^ keiaidy «H]iM;lil4nii 


• 

iiMm kmA UJeataient of the >Miiij|[f "hdy^ 
while so many years under his ro^ rt» 
qjHred: f oin A;biog more upon mdtt ao 0tf6a- 
aton tbaa « base ccNU^Iisieiit «f ciertffiiotojr. 
He* is^V" he tfaoaghtr ^* tH^hout aMro- 
0nce,luure expected to have been consttlt- 
mii Be^ambed \m kinaaiian of Mc^nteith 
wsttf no Mai cotdd wish hisn beCMr, bttt he 
m«8t aay he thought he had been hasty m 
this matter. AUasfd seoftnents towards 
the young faMty had been pretty wefl un« 
deMtood, and he, fet otie^ could not see 
triqr Ae superior pretensions i^hich be had 
upm bet gratitude should hate been set 
aaide, wHbovt at ieaat undergoing some 
pfe^ioos diseusskm.'* 

Mkmtrose, seeing too well where all this 
pDitifedt ofltreaMd M^Auky to be rekson- 
tiAtf andto consid0r what probability there 
was that the Knight of Ardenvohr could 
berbrbvght to confer the hand of his sole 
heiress upon ARah, whose undeniable ex- 
celleat qualities were mingled with otherst 
by which they were overclouded in a man- 
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ser tiiat oiade all tremble who ^^ooclw 
ed.hiiB*,. . 

. ** Jifylovd," ttid. iliiigiis M'Aulsy, V a^ 
brother Allan bw, «a God iinde.i|s all, fiuiUs 

IS well as merits ; but he is the best and 

Ik 

bravest man of your army^ be. the .other 
who he maVf and Uierefcse ill deserved that 
his happiness should have been so little con- 
sulted by your £xcellence«-*by Us own 
near kinsman-r-and by a young person who 
owes all to him and to his family/". 

Montrose in vaia endeavowed to ^^ace 
the. subject in a different view; this was 
the. point in which Angus was. determined 
to regard itt and he was. a. man of. that cali- 
bre of understanding, who Is incapable .of 
l^ing convinced when he has once adiyted 
a prejudice. Montrose , now. assumed .a 
higher tone, and called upon Angus to take 
care how he nourished any. sentiments 
which might be prqjpdicial to his. M^esly's 
service; He pointed out to him, that he 
was peculiarly desirous that Allan's dSirts 
should not be interrupted in the course of 

IS 
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Im present mission« «« A mission,'* he said, 
<< highly honourable for himself, and likely 
to prove most advantageous to the King's 
cause. He expected his brother would 
hold no communication with him upon 
other subjects, nor stir up any cause of dis- 
sension, which might divert his mind from 
a Matter of such importance.'* 

Angus answered somewhat sulkily, that 
••he was no make-bate, or stirrer up of 
quarrels; he would rather be a pe^ce* 
' maker. His brother knew as well as mc^st 
men how to resent his own quarrels — as fo> 
Allan's mode of receiving information, it 
' was generally believed he had other sources 
than those of ordinary couriers. He should 
not be surprised if they saw him sooner 
than they expected.** 

A promise that he would not interfere, 
wais the farthest to which Montrose could 
bring this man, thoroughly good-tempered 
as he was on all occasions, save when his 
pride, interest, or prejudices were inter- 
fered with. And at this point he was fain 
to leave the mailer for the present. 
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A more wilfing guest 9A the bridal cere- 
mony* certainly a more willing ttttieticliail 
at the marriage feast, was to he expeeted 
in Sir Dugald Dalgetty, whom Montrose 
reaolved to invite, as having been a coi^ 
dant to the circumstances which preceded 
it But even Sir Dugald hesitated, look* 
ed on the elbows of his doublet, and the 
knees of his leather breeches, and flaam- 
bled out a sort of reluctant acquiescrace 
in the invitation, providing he should fod 
it possible, after consulting with the noble 
bridegroomt Montrose was somewhat nrn^ 
pri^, but scorning to testify displeasure 
he left Sir Dugald to pursue his own couracw 

This carried him instantly to the cham- 
ber of the bridegroom, who, amidtet the 
scanty wardrobe which hb camp equipage 
afforded, was seeking for such articles as 
might appear to the best advantage upon 
the approaching occasion. Sir DugaM en* 
tered, and paid his compliments^ with a 
very grave face, upon his approaching^ hap« 
piness, which, he said, ^^ he was. tery sorry 
he was prevented from witnesstng.'' 


A LBQBm) OV M<^TmM«« 917 

I 

^ In i^in truths" said he» " I should but 
dMgfVCe the ceremony, seeing that I lack 
» bridal garment i rents, and open seamst 
iMid tattara at elbows in the appard of the 
tfmstantsy m^t presage a similar solution 
pf continuity in your matrimonial happi-^ 
ue>a 'and to say truth, my iord^ you your<» 
self must partly have the. blame of this dis* 
j^fQ^e^tment, in respect you sent me upon 
a iopl's errand to get a buff*coat out of the 
bo0^ tak^ by the Camerons, whereas you 
m^t as well have sent mp to fetch a poun4 
of fimk batter out of a black dog's ^rOat» 
X had no imawer, my lord, but brandii^ed 
dirks and Immd-swords^ and a sort of growl* 
ing und jabbering in what they call their 
language; for my part, I believe these 
Highlanders to be no better than absolute 
pagans, and have been much scandalized 
by the manner in which my acquaintance^ 
Rancid MacEagh^ was pleased to beat hia 
final march, a little while since/' 

Jn Metit^ljfi'B stiite of mind, disposed to 
b^ pleased with every thin^ and' every 
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body, the grave complaint of Sir Dugaid 
furaifthed additional amusement. He re^ 
quested his acceptance of a very handsom* 
buff-dress which was lying on the floor* > I 
had intended it/' he said,. «< for my ownbri* 
dal-^arment, as being thb leabt fbrmidabie 
of my warlike ecptipments, md I iMkve heie 
no peaeefol dress.** <^ * •'« 

' Sir Dugald made the oeoesMipy afWl^i 
gies — would not by-any means ^ipibw^ 
and so forth^ until it bappi}y ^ei^^nM ttt 
him that it was much mof^e MMMii^te 
military rule ihat the Bart should be-lsialM 
ried in his back and breMtpie<ies> wMcA 
dress he had seen the bridegroDkn trsarM 
the union of Prince Leo of Wiul^baoh'idth 
the youngest daughter of old G%mgeF^, 
derick, of Saxony, under the aiMpicea of 
the gallant Oustavus Adolp^hus, the liaq 
of the North, and so forth. The good^ 
natured young earl laughed, and acquies* 
ced; and thus having seoired at least one 
merry iace at ins. bridal, he put^ on a l^ht 
and omameiitod cuirMa^ conceaJcil pw tly. 
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kgr a velvet coat, and partly by a broad blue 
83k scarf, which he wore over his shouldeiv 
agreeably to his rank and the fashion of the 
times. 

£very thing was now arranged, and it 
had been settled, that, according to the cus- 
tom of the country the bride and bride- 
groom should not again meet until they 
were before. the altar. The hour had aU 
ready struck that summoned the bride* 
groom thither, and he only awaited in* a 
small ante-room adjacent to the diapel, for 
the Marquis^ who condescended to act as 
bride'e-man upon the occasion. Business re« 
lattog ta the army having suddenly requir« 
ed this Marquis'b instant attention^Menteith 
waited bis return, it may be supposed, in 
some impatience ; and when he heard the 
door of the apartment open, he said, laugh* 
ing, << You are late upon parade." 

*^ You wfll find I am too early," said Al« 
bn M'Aulay, who burst into the apart* 
ment <* Draw, Menteith, dnd defend your- 
self like a man, or die like a dog !" 
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«« Yott tre mad* AUto?' aiutwered Men^ 
tdlhy Mto&iflhed $iikt at h» sudden kp<^ 
pearance and at the udatt^rable fuiy of his 
demeanour. His cheeks were livid— ^is 
eyes started from their sockets — his lips 
were covered with foam» and his gestures 
were those of a demoniac. 

« You lie, traitor I" was his frwtic reply 
«^*^you lie in that,, as you lie in all you 
have s^d to me. Your life is a lie !" 

' ^ Did I not speak my thoughts when I 
called yoii mad^^'isaidMenteith, indi^antly, 
** your own life were a brief one. Iii what 
do you charge me with deceiving you ?*' 

*• You told me/* answered M^Auliay, 
M that you would not marry Annot Lyle ! 
—^False traitor !— **she now waits you at the 
altar.'' 

*« It is you who speak false/* retorted 
Menteith. " I told you the obscurity of 
her birth was the only bar to our union — 
that is now removed ; and whom do you 
think yourself that I should yield up my 
pretensions in your favour ?\ 


4erstend e»ch others" . 

*' Not now*" wd. MeaCeithi « nd not 
hei 6» Allan, you know itae wdl^vait tffit 
tjo^morifow, dn4 you s^U baVe fighfttog- 
enough." 

5< Thi$ hoor-^tbis in»fanfe'r-K)t ti^vwiv*' 
ttisifrefed M'Aulay. ** Your triuntfib sludl 
not go fatfth^ than the hour whidi is Mrk^: 
ken. MenteifJbf I entreat you by our sda^ 
tioi3ship*-^by our joint cdnflicta dndlaboairs: 
-<^raw your' swi^rd^ md defend youif llfci T 
As he spoke, he seized the EarPs hamF^ 
and w^ung it with such frantic earhestndiis, 
that hist grasp forced the blood to start iin^: 
der, the nails» Menteith threw him tiff wiik. 
violence, eX(Clainiing,-^>< Begone^, mod*, 
man!** 

'< Thei^ be the vision aceomplisbed }f* 
said Allan:}, and, drawisig hia dirk, strode 
with his whole gigantic force at the Efltf?^ 
bosom. Tbcs temper of the eorde^ tiirew 
the point oC tiie weapon upwards^ but a 
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dMp worind took pltce between iht 
wd ahoidder ; aod the fcnroe of the lAem 
]toD6tnted' the bridegrooA on the iMur^ 
Mootraie ealerad «t one aide of the afite* 
loonit The bridal coai{mi^» alanMd attiw 
noi8e» were in equal apprehension aodoot^^ 
ptiK^ but ete Montrose couAd almori; see 
what had hai^pned^ Allan M^Aidaf had 
fuahed pMt hhn^ and descended the oarfln 
stahrs like li^tning^ ^^ Gnacds^ abut Che 
gateP exchumed Mo«tri»«-- Seiae Mm 
««-fkill hiniy if he Qpista l^Heahail die If ho 
were my brotheri!" 

, Alt Allan promrated, wiiii a ttcoadUew 
of his dagger* alcentinei who waa upon 
dntjr— -traveiMd the ciusp like a aoyntaio- 
deer* thoc^h pursued by all' who caught 
the atarm-^threw himself into the riirart 
a&d» swimming^ to ihe opposite aide, was 
soon lost among tbe W4>ods« In the comae 
of tiie same ewning,rhis brother Angus 
and his £(^wers left Montrose'a Gamp> and, 
taldng the road homeward* nevier ^gain ro> 
joined him. _ * » 


Of AUao himatlf it is said, that, in a 
votttefuUy sboit spMe after the deed waa 
comt&ittedy be imsst liilo a room in tto 
C|»tle of inwrara» where Argjie waa mtk 
ting MX oamieily and floog on the table hie 
Uoodydirk. 

f::> Ib it the* Uoed of James Gbralmm 7^ 
Smi Argyle^ a g^aatly exps^erion of hope 
naaii^ wiHi the terror whioh the sudden 
aiqiaiitioni natiiralfy esoted.: 
•^'.^ It is the bbod ofiiiis minion/' answers 
ed M^Aiday-*.^ It is bhKriVwhieh I waa 
predestined to shed^ thongh I weidd t»£ 
tbar hivre fl^h: my own." 

Having tiins spoken, he turned, and leffr 
the cm^ and from this moment nothing 
eertasn is known of his hJte. As the hof^ 
Kennelii, wMdi three of the Children of 
the Mkft, were seem soon afterwards to 
eroas Lochfine» it is supposed- they dog^ 
gad hi& eoiirse, and tlmt he pemhed 
by their hand in s<»ne obsenre wiUemess. 
Another opioioo asaintainsy that Allan 
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ef the CtrtliUfliaQ order* B^t tMQmg 
beyond bare preumptkmi tifiuld ever be 
brought in support of either qpwiontf 
. IfiM vengeance waa nracl) UMBiffleai|4iite 
than he probably famcied; ibr Mrainllitf 
tiioogbao severely womdcid aa to noniaua 
long, in a dangerous state» was> by haii^K 
adopted Major Dalget^'e Ibetunate xeooBlN 
mendation of a cnkm 2» a faodaU^jaanlfti 
happily, secured from tte wocst. coase« 
^^ncea of the . blov* . Be^ faia, iemcMr 
were leat to Montrose^ and ft ^raathonii^ 
best that he should be. oonveyedv wAh Im 
intended countesst now truly h mousning 
bride, and shmld acconpany hifiilNMlded 
iathe&in4aw to the castle of Sir DtiiaManiol 
Ardeiivohn Dalget ty itiUowed , theia : U> 
the water's . edge, reminding M^Qft^htof 
the necessity of erecting a aeatnce cm 
Drumsnab to cover Ms lady^ ntewlytao? 
quired inheritance. 

They performed their voyage in safet]r» 
and Menteith was in a few weeks so well 


Mi hoaitb^ ts to bt wited tt> A&aot in the 
fiNlle of her i&l^hfr. 

The Highlaiideni were tomtwhat pa^ 
2kd l»neoMi& M^nteitfePa {"ecovery wHh 
the vkkms of the seeootd. sight^i and the 
Bsorfe cbrq^erkoced Se^s w€^ ^spleeeed 
«lAi hita for not hwring died* But otberft 
thoiigitt the €fedit of 1^9 viisiofi sufficiratlx 
fttlllUed^ by the wotmd inflicted by the handi 
afidwiah^yto^wedpoBi- foretold;, aiad all were 
of <)^ioB^ tiiat the iQcideBt of the rii)g» 
wkh the deadl^s^ head, related to the death 
of tiie bridle^9 £ithef». who did iM>t survive 
her itinniage maoy sio&tbs. The incredui* 
lous bddv that aU this wa» idle dr^ming^ 
sod that Allan's supposed vtsion was but a 
eMseqtmice of the prmte suf^estiona of 
fak owb passion^ which^ having long seen 
in Menteith a rivi^ more beloved than, 
himsek^ strug^^ with his better nature^ 
and itn^nDessed upon Mm, as it were iayo<». 
hiatarity, the idea of kiUtng his eompeti* 
tor. 

Meoteitfa did not recover suffieiently to 
join Montrose durincr his brief and glorious 
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career ; wd wbeD that faendcgenMii dti^ 
tMUDded his umy and retired' from ScodaM^ 
Mentdtfi reralved to adopt the Ufe of pn^ 
vacy, vhieh he led till tte Jleatoratioo. Aft 
ter that happjr event, he oceupiod m fnta» 
Uxm IB the hHid befifeting Iw radc, Umi 
long, hi^pjf alike in pnUie> legatd aodra 
domestic aftctioDt And died at a good old 
age. ■ •••..• */* 

Our dhwmais perioMt have heen ad & 
mited,^ that, excepting Montoeee^ trtrtbe 
exploits and fate are tftie thense of histfB'jf^ 
we have <mly to mmtion Sir Ddgald Dal» 
getty. Thk gentleman contimiedf with the 
post rigorous pimctnality, to discharge iaa 
duty» and to receive h0 pay, until he wis 
made prisoner, among othera, upon* ^1tk% 
field of PhiUipbsAjgh. He was condemned 
to share the fate of bis feMowoofficers on 
that occasion, who were doomed to deatii 
father by denunciations from Ae pulps^ 
than the sentence ^ther of civil or nnlibisjr 
tribunal ; their blood being considered as n 
sort of sin*ofimtig to take away the guilt of 
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tfie Isodt aad the fate impOBed upon the Ga« 
itaiaiutesy under a specid dispeDsatioo, be« 
ii:^ itaipioaaljr and cruelly i^pplied to th6m. 
Several Low Coimtry officers^ in the ser* 
vice of the CoveQenterB» interceded for 
Dalgetty upon this occasion, representtog 
him aa a person whose skill would be use« 
fyX in their 'army, and who would be readi** 
ly induced to change his service. But on 
this point they fbmid Sir Dugald unexpect- 
edly obstinate. He had engaged with the 
King for a certain term, and, till that was 
expired, his principles would not permit any 
shadow of hanging* The Covenanters, 
again, understood no such nice distinctimi# 
and he was in the utmost danger of falling 
a martyr, not to this or that political prin* 
oiple, but merely to strict ideas of a mill. 
taiy e^stment. Fortunately^ his ftiends 
discovered, by computation, that there re« 
matned but a fortnight to elapse of the ra^ 
gagement he had fcMrmed, and to which, 
though certain it was never to be renew- 
ed, no power on earth could make him 
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fgbe* With Booie dlficolkj tl^g^ pi^&mted 
ft reprieve for tlas short fi|)ace^ after which 
th^ found him perfectly willing to conae 
under any engi^emeBta tliey qhrae to die- 
\Mie. He entered the semco of tUe j^tai^ 
aocordiii£^y» and wroi^t himaolf fort 
ward to be M^oor in Gilbert Ker'a 4goif(b. 
conmionly caUed the Kirk's Qwn B«|pk 
mfnt of Horses Of Ms farther hii^or^ 
we know nothing, until we find him in, 
possession of his paternal estate of Drum* 
thwaekett whidlit he acquired^ not l»y the 
swordj but by a pdK»fio inteimarriage with 
Haimah Stitohan,. a. matron somewbiit 
^ricken in years, the widow, of the Abf^i*. 
deenshire Covenaatei^ 

Sir Di^ald is suppwed to haiee survived 
the Revdution, as traditions of no very; 
distant date represealt hioi as. craisMii^ 
about in that coraitryt yery.dd, veiydeaj^ 
dnd yfery fuH of iaterininable stor^ about; 
the iimnortal Gu^tavna Adolphus> the l4mai> 
of the Ivbrtb^ and the bulwadi. of the. 'Sxa^ 
testani^Suth. 
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Header! The Tai.es of my IiAK]> 
JLORD are now finally dosed, and it was 
niy purpose to have addressed thee in th« 
vein of Jededxah Cleisbbotham ; but, like 
Hojfam the son of Asmar, and all other 
ims^in^ry story- tellers^ Jedediah hits melt*^ 
ed into thin 9ir» > . 

Mr Cleishbotham bore the same resenr- 
blance to Ariel, as he at whose voice 
he rose doth to the se^e Prospero; and 
yet, so fond are we of the fictions of quf 
own fancy, that I part with hitn, and 
all his imaginary localities, with idle re-» 
luctance. I am awate-tiiis is a feeling in 
which the reader will little sympathize ; 
but he cannot be more sensible than I am, 
that sufficient varieties have now been ex- 
hibited of the Scottish character, to- ex- 
haust one individual's powers of observa- 
tion, and that to persist would be useless 
and tedious. I have the vanity to Suppose, 
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that the popularity of these Novels has 
shewn my countrymen, and their peculia* 
ritiesi in lights which were new to the 
Southern reader ; and that many, hitherto 
indifierent upon the subject, have been in*- 
duced to read Scottish history, from the 
allusions in these works of fiction. 

I retire from the field, conscious there 
remains behind not only a large harvest, 
but labourers capable of gathering it im 
More than one writer has of late displayed 
talents of this description ; and if the pre* 
sent authwi himself a phantom, fnay be 
permitted to distingubh a brother, or per- 
haps ft sister shadow, he would mention, in 
particular, the v author of the very lively 
work, entitled «• Marriage.'* 
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